8th Grade Policy Regarding Plagiarism

When writers use material from other sources, they must acknowledge the original source.  Not doing so is called plagiarism, which means using without credit the ideas or expressions of another.  You are therefore cautioned:

1. against using, word for word, without acknowledgement, phrases, sentences, paragraphs, etc. from the printed or manuscript material of others;

2. against using with only slight changes the materials or words of another; and

3. against a rewritten form of someone else’s materials.  
These cautions apply to the work of other students as well as to the published work of professional writers.

As stated in the Madison #1 Middle School 2007-2008 student planner:  “Plagiarism is a form of academic fraud, where students accept academic credit and/or personal recognition for work that is not their own.  This is a serious offense and may take on many forms:  copying work or answers from peers, downloading information from the Internet without proper attribution, or including passages, phrases, sentences from other works without proper citation.

Consequences for plagiarism are: parent contact and loss of credit, new assignment with minimum credit, after school detention or office referral. Repeated offenses will automatically include suspension.”

I, ________________________________________, promise to follow the APA Formatting and Style Guidelines in writing my science research paper.  I am aware of the consequences if I should choose to use the words of another without the proper citation.  I hereby verify that the material contained within my research paper is original material or material that has been properly cited.

________________________________________________  (student’s signature)

________________________________________________  (date)

_________________________________________________  (parent’s signature)

_________________________________________________  (date)
