	Cenozoic
	
	The current geologic era; means “recent life.”

	layer
	
	A thickness or bed of rock.

	shale
	
	Composed of clay.  Particles are smaller than those found in sandstone.  Most shales are gray, but they can be red, green, black, or brown.  Most can be split into layers.

	calcite
	
	A mineral composed of calcium carbonate that fizzes in hydrochloric acid; the major component of limestone.

	limestone
	
	May be composed of the remains of sea creatures or from minerals precipitated from water.  Calcium carbonate is the main ingredient.  Fizzes when acid is dropped on it.

	sample
	
	A piece of something larger, such as a rock layer, used for study or display.

	correlation
	
	To determine if two or more rocks or rock layers separated by a distance are the same.

	elevation
	
	the altitude of a place above sea level or ground level.

	sandstone
	
	Rock composed of grains ranging in size from 0.02 to 2 mm in diameter.  The grains are usually made of quartz.

	plateau
	
	A nearly level area that has been uplifted.

	formation
	
	A group of rock layers composed mostly of the same rock type or combination of rock types recognizable from one place to another.

	carbonate
	
	minerals containing the CO3 anionic structure

	constructive processes
	
	The ways in which Earth’s surface is built up, such as mountain building and deposition.

	geological time
	
	The measurement of time from the formation of Earth to the present.

	strata
	
	Layers (or beds) of sedimentary rocks.


