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Assessing Your Child’s Writing [image: image2.emf]


Writing is a developmental process that matures throughout the year in first grade.  Every single error is not corrected because each child needs to focus on growth areas specific for that child.  I will often spell out the word for a student if it is a sight word and if he/she is in need of a correction or is ready for harder spelling patterns.  Following are the process steps I look for:

· correct use of beginning and ending sounds

· correct use of blends and digraphs

· correct spelling of core words

· short vowels and long vowel patterns

· capitals and periods

· chunking patterns

· more complex spelling patterns

In addition to the above steps, I also focus on The Six Traits of Writing using our district's writing rubric.  This rubric is taken from Vicki Spandel's, Creating Young Writers.  I hope this information is helpful as you share in your child’s writing growth.  If you have any other questions, please let me know.

Thank you!
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