SAFETY RULES FOR SCIENCE STUDENTS
Science is a hands-on laboratory class. Safety in the science classroom is the #1 priority for students, teachers, and parents. You will be using heat sources and hazardous materials. To ensure a safe science classroom, a list of safety rules must be followed at all times. You AND your parent or guardian should be familiar with the safety rules. Please keep a copy of the safety rules in your science notebook.

Persistent or willful violation of the safety rules will result in loss of laboratory privileges.

General Safety Rules

1. Be prepared for work in the lab. Read all procedures before coming to class or before you start the lab.

2. Horseplay, practical jokes, and pranks in the laboratory are dangerous and prohibited.
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Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully. Make note of any changes in procedure given by the teacher 

4. If you do not understand directions or part of a procedure, ask the teacher before proceeding.

5. No student may work in the laboratory without a teacher present.

6. Do not touch any equipment, chemicals, or other materials in the laboratory area until you are instructed to do so.

7. Do not eat food, drink beverages, or chew gum in the laboratory.

8. Perform only those experiments authorized by the teacher. Never do anything in the laboratory that is not called for in the laboratory procedures or by your teacher. 

9. Notify the teacher immediately of any unsafe conditions, such as frayed cords, cracked glassware or any equipment that is not working properly.

10. Experiments must be personally monitored at all times. Please do not wander around the room and distract or interfere with the work of other students.

11. Check labels and equipment instructions to be sure correct items are used in the proper manner.
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Students with open skin wounds on hands must wear gloves.

13. Keep work areas clean and tidy at all times.

14. Bring only laboratory instructions, worksheets, and/or reports to the work area. 

15. Clean up any nonhazardous spill on the floor or workspace immediately.

16. Keep aisles clear. Push your chair under the desk when not in use.

17. Dispose of all chemical waste properly:

· Solid chemicals, metals, matches, filter paper, and all other insoluble materials are to be disposed of in the proper waste containers, not in the sink.

· Toxic chemicals are to be disposed of in the chemical waste chemical container, not in the sink.

18. Keep hands away from face, eyes, and mouth while using chemicals. 

19. Wash your hands with soap and water after performing all experiments. 

20. Clean all work surfaces and apparatus at the end of the experiment and return all equipment clean and in working order to the proper storage area.

21. If there is a fire drill during a laboratory period, containers must be closed.  
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Turn off gas valves, hot plates, fume hoods and electrical equipment before you leave the lab.

22. Know the locations and operating procedures of all safety equipment including


 the first aid kit, eyewash station, safety shower, fire extinguisher, and fire blanket.

23. Students are not permitted in storage rooms or teacher workroom without permission.
Clothing Safety

24. Any time chemicals, heat, or glassware are used, students will wear safety glasses or goggles. 

There will be no exceptions to this rule!

25. Contact lenses should not be worn in the laboratory unless you have permission from your teacher.

26. Dress properly during a laboratory activity. Long hair must be tied back and dangling jewelry and loose or baggy clothing must be secured. Shoes must completely cover the foot. No sandals are allowed.

27. Lab aprons should be worn during laboratory activates when provided by the teacher.

Reporting Accidents or Injuries

28. Report any accident (spill, breakage, etc.) or injury (cut, burn, etc.) to the teacher immediately, 
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29. If a chemical splashes in eye(s) or on skin, immediately flush with running water. 

Notify the teacher immediately.

30. Report broken glassware, including thermometers, to the teacher immediately.

31. To treat a burn from an acid or alkali, wash the area immediately with running water. 

If the eye is involved, irrigate it at the eyewash station continuously for 15 minutes. 

Report the incident to your teacher immediately.

32. Use a fire blanket (stop, drop, and roll) to extinguish any flame on a person.  

33. Never spray a person with a fire extinguisher
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Chemical Safety

34. All chemicals in the laboratory are to be considered dangerous. 

35. Do not touch, taste, or smell any chemicals unless specifically instructed to do so.

36. Chemical odor testing is done by waving a it towards you and sniffing cautiously.

37. Never return unused chemicals to their original containers, switch stoppers of bottles, or lay stoppers on the table.
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39. When diluting acids, always pour acids into water, never the reverse.

40. Combine liquids slowly while stirring to distribute heat buildup throughout the mixture.

Glassware & Equipment Safety

41. Use pipette filler (NOT the mouth) to measure or transfer small quantities of liquid with a pipette. 

42. Examine glassware before each use. Never use chipped, cracked or dirty glassware.

43. Never handle broken glass with your bare hands. Clean up broken glass with a dust-pan and brush. 

44. When removing an electrical plug from its socket, grasp the plug, not the electrical cord.
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Operate electrical equipment only in a dry area and with dry hands.

46. Report damaged electrical equipment immediately. Look for things such as frayed cords, exposed wires, and loose connections. Do not use damaged electrical equipment.

47. If you do not understand how to use a piece of equipment, ask the teacher for help.

Heating Safety

48. Light gas (or alcohol) burners only as instructed by the teacher. Be sure no volatile materials (such as alcohol or acetone) are nearby. 
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Use extreme caution when using a hot plate or gas burner. Keep hair, clothing and hands a safe distance from the heat source at all times.

50. Do not put anything into a flame or on a hot plate unless without permission. 

51. Never reach over an exposed flame or touch a hot plate with fingers or plastic.

52. Never leave a lit burner, anything being heated or visibly reacting unattended.

53. Always turn the burner or hot plate off when not in use.

54. A hot plate or heated metals and glass stay hot for a long time. Allow them to cool and pick them up with caution. Use tongs or heat-protective gloves if necessary.

55. Never look directly into a test tube being heated or point it at any person during the process.

56. Never carry hot equipment or dangerous chemicals through a group of students.
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