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To Kill a Mockingbird

Chapter One Worksheet

Before You Read

The setting of To Kill a Mockingbird is the 1930’s in the South. 

Maycomb Social Scale

	Family
	Social Position

	the

Finches
	They are a family that once had a large, successful plantation. Their ancestors had been aristocrats (upper class). Now they live in comfortable poverty.

	the

Cunninghams
	The Finches are better off by far than families like the Cunninghams, for example, who have nothing but their land.

	the 

Ewells 
	They represent the extremes of poverty. They are poor, but they don’t want to do anything about it. They will not work even when they can.

	the 

blacks
	They also represent the extremes of poverty. They are poor because nobody will let them do anything about it. They are eager to work, but usually the only jobs available to them are the menial (boring, tedious), low-paying ones that whites think they are too good to do themselves.


Chapter 1

Scout (Jean-Louise) Finch is the narrator of the story. She tells the story in past tense, which shows that she is telling the story of her childhood as an adult. She begins with a brief family history. 

Finch Family Tree

	Simon Finch

He is a fur-trapping apothecary (druggist; pharmacist) who traveled from England to Alabama, establishing (starting) the family, which made its living from cotton on Simon’s plantation, called Finch’s Landing. The Civil War left the family only its land, which was the source of family income (money) until the 20th century.

	Atticus Finch

He left Finch’s Landing to pursue a career in law. He settled in Maycomb, with a reasonably successful law practice. He is a lawyer.
	Jack Finch

He is Atticus’ brother. He left Finch’s Landing to pursue a career in medicine. He is a doctor.
	Alexandra Finch

She is the sister of Atticus and Jack. She stayed on Finch’s landing and is still able to make a living there.


1. Scout describes Maycomb, the town in which she lives, as lethargic (sluggish; tired), 

    hot, colorless, and narrow-minded. Answer the following questions using information at 

   the bottom of page 5.

· When it rained, the streets turned to red ____________________. 

· Grass grew on the ____________________.

· The ____________________ sagged in the square.  

· It was so hot that a black ____________________ suffered on a summer’s day.

· Bony mules hitched (connected) to Hoover carts flicked ____________________ in the sweltering (boiling) shade of the live oak trees on the square.

· Men’s stiff ____________________ wilted by nine in the morning.

· Ladies ____________________ before noon, after their three o’clock naps, and by nighttime, were still sweating. 

· People moved ____________________. They took their time about everything.

· Days seemed very long and nobody was ever in a hurry because there was 

          ____________________ to go, nothing to buy and no ___________________ to   

          buy it with, nothing to see ________________ the boundaries of Maycomb County.

Scout lives in Maycomb with her father (Atticus), brother Jem (4-years older), and the family cook, Calpurnia, who is black. Scout’s mother died when she was two. Calpurnia is more than a cook for the Finch family. She is also the mother-figure for Jem and Scout. Calpurnia and Scout fight a lot in the beginning of the novel. Atticus lets Calpurnia discipline the children and supports any decision Calpurnia makes regarding Jem and Scout.

2. Scout describes Calpurnia on page 6. She says Calpurnia: 

· was all angles and ____________________

· was nearsighted, so she ____________________

· had a ____________________ that was as wide as a bed slat and twice as hard

· always orders Scout out of the ____________________

· always asks Scout why she could not behave as well as ____________________

· always calls Scout to come ____________________ when she was not ready to

When Scout is five, she and Jem find a new friend, Dill Harris, next door in Miss Rachel Haverford’s collard path. Dill is Miss Rachel’s nephew from Meridian, Mississippi, who spends summers in Maycomb.

3. Scout describes Dill on page 7, at the bottom of the page. Scout says Dill:

· was a ____________________

· wore blue linen __________________ that buttoned to his _________________

· has hair that was ____________________ white and stuck to his ____________________ like duckfluff

· was a year older than Scout, but Scout ____________________ over him

· has ____________________ eyes

· has a laugh that is sudden and ____________________

· habitually pulled at a cowlick in the center of his ____________________

In the summertime, Jem, Scout, and Dill usually play within the boundaries of Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose’s house (two doors north) and the Radley house (three doors south). The Radley place fascinates the children because it is a popular subject of gossip and superstition in Maycomb. 

4. Scout describes the Radley place on page 8. She says the Radley house:

· was ____________________

· was once ____________________ 

· once had a deep front ____________________ 

· once had  ____________________ shutters

· now was darkened to the color of the slate - __________________ yard around it

· had ______________ - rotted shingles that drooped over the eaves of the veranda

· had ____________________ trees that kept the sun away

· had the remains of a picket fence in the front yard

· had a yard that was never ____________________

The Radley family is also a popular subject of gossip and supersition in Maycomb. Arthur “Boo” Radley had gotten into trouble with the law when he was a boy. Instead of being sent to the state industrial school, his father took custody of him within their house. He has not been seen for fifteen years, which means that Scout, Jem, and Dill have never seen him and do not know what he looks like. The children think Boo’s father is holding him hostage in the house and has him chained up.

5. Many legends grew up about the Radley house and about what goes on inside. Stories of 

   crime, mutilation, curses, and insanity made the Radley house and family outcasts. On 

  page 9, Scout describes some of the superstitions and fears:

· People said that Boo went out at ____________________ when the moon was down and peeped in ____________________.

· When people’s azaleas (flowers) froze, it was because he had _________________ on them.

· Any small ____________________ committed in Maycomb were blamed on him, like the time when the town was terrorized by a series (bunch) of nocturnal (nighttime) events: people’s ____________________ and household pets were found mutilated (injured to the point where they could be recognized).

· A ____________________ would not pass the Radley Place at night.

· On the Radley place are pecan trees and pecans fall onto the ground of the Maycomb schoolyard. The children do nottouch the pecans that have fallen because the rumor is that Radley pecans ____________________ anybody who eats them.

· A ____________________ hit into the Radley yard was a lost ball.

6. The Radley family does not fit in to Maycomb society because they do certain things 

     that conflict with (go against) the town’s societal rules. Scout describes what those 

     things are on page 9. 

· The Radleys kept to ____________________.

· They did not go to ____________________, but worshipped at home

· Mrs. Radley (Boo’s mom) rarely if ever drank coffee with her ________________.

· Their shutters of their house were ____________________ on Sundays.

· Their house had no _____________________ doors.

The fact that the Radleys do not fit in is not entirely their fault. Maycomb and its citizens

are also responsible for this. Maycomb’s citizens make no effort to talk to the Radleys and they create rumors about the Radleys. 

7. Dill, as well as Scout and Jem,are fascinated by these stories. They wonder what Boo 

    really looks like, since they have never seen him. Jem gives a description of what he 

    thinks Boo looks like on page 13. Jem says that Boo:

· Is about six-and-a-half feet ____________________, judging from his tracks (footprints)

· dines on (eats) raw ____________________ and any ____________________ he can catch

· has hands that are ____________________ from eating animals raw

· has a long jagged ____________________ that runs across his face

· has very few teeth and the teeth he does have are ____________________ and

     rotten

· has eyes that are ____________________

· ____________________ most of the time

Dill gives Scout and Jem the idea of trying to make Boo Radley come out of seclusion in his house. When Dill, always eager for some new adventure, dares Jem to run up to the house and touch it, Jem thinks things over for a few days. Finally, filled with fear, he accepts the dare. Jem runs up, touches the house, and runs back. 

8. After Jem touches the side of the Radley house, he joins Scout and Dill who are 

     waiting across the street for him. All three of them stare at the old house. While 

     staring at it, they think they saw something move. They think they saw an inside 

     ____________________ move. (last paragraph on page 15)

9. Quotes

· "Maycomb was an old town, but it was a tired old town when I first knew it. In rainy weather the streets turned to red slop; grass grew on the sidewalks, the courthouse sagged in the square. Somehow it was hotter then: a black dog suffered on a summers day; bony mules hitched to Hoover carts flicked flies in the sweltering shade of the live oaks on the square. Men's stiff collars wilted by nine in the morning. Ladies bathed before noon, after their three-o'clock naps, and by nightfall were like soft teacakes with frostings of sweat and sweet talcum." Page 5
10. Allusions:

· Andrew Jackson _____

· Battle of Hastings  _____

· Cornwall  _____

· Philadelphia  _____

· Jamaica  _____

· Mobile  _____

· John Wesley  _____

· “Disturbance between the North and South” _____

· “no money to buy it with” _____

· “nothing to fear but fear itself” __

· Meridian  _____

· Dracula  _____

· Merlin  _____

· Stump hole whiskey  _____

· Flivver  _____

· Tuscaloosa  _____

· Pensacola  _____

a. 7th President of the United States

b. City in Alabama

c. Braham Stroker

d. City in Alabama with a penitentiary
e. City in Florida

f. City in Pennsylvania

g. Civil War

h. England

i. Famous battle

j. Founder of the Methodist Religion 

k. Island in the West Indies 

l. King Arthur’s advisor 

m. Model-T Ford

n. President Franklin D. Roosevelt

o. Prohibition (1920’s) reference

p. The Great Depression (1930’s) reference
q. Town in Mississippi

11. Vocabulary:

Note: Words are in order they appear.  Find the page number where the word appears and write that number in the parenthesis.  Next, copy the quote directly from the book wherein you found the word.  Finally, write a definition for that word.

assuaged (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

apothecary (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

piety (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

strictures (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

dictum (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

chattels (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

impotent (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

taciturn (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

impudent (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

ambled (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

repertoire (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

vapid (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

malevolent (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

predilection (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________

foray (  ) “






“.

___________________________________________________________________
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