 To Kill a Mockingbird

Reading Worksheet 

Chapters 7 – 12

Chapter 7

1. The night Jem goes back to get his pants from the Radley yard, he finds them in a

     different condition as when he left them. Jem notices his pants are; (page 63)

a. ____________________ across the fence

b. ____________________ up 

2. Scout is still finding school to be boring. Jem makes her feel better by telling her 

    that the _________________ she gets, the better school will be. He tells her that 

    when she reaches the ________________, she will learn something of value. (p 64)

3. Jem and Scout find new gifts in the knothole of the Radley tree. They find: (pg 65)

a. a ball of gray ____________________

b. two small figures carved from ____________________ that looked like Scout and Jem

c. a whole package of ____________________

d. a tarnished (stained; discolored) spelling  ____________________

e. a pocket ____________________ that would not run on a chain with an aluminum ____________________

4. Scout and Jem want to show their appreciation to the person who is leaving them the 

    gifts. They decide to write this person a letter. On their way to school the next day,

    Jem and Scout take the letter so they can leave it in the tree. They are shocked to 

    see someone filled the knot-hole of the tree with ____________________. (pg 67)

5. The next day, Jem and Scout find out Boo’s brother, Nathan Radley, filled the knot-

     hole of the tree. He does this because he claims the tree is ________________. 

     However, the children find out from ____________________ that Nathan Radley 

     lied to them and the tree is healthy. (pg 67)

6. Let’s assume that Boo Radley is the one leaving the gifts in the tree for Scout and 

    Jem. Write down two possible reasons Boo would be doing this:

· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Write down a possible reason Nathan Radley filled in the knothole of a healthy tree:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Jem cries at the end of this chapter because he is upset by the filling in of the 

    knothole of the tree. Write down two possible reasons this upsets him:

a. _____________________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________________

Name: ____________________

English 9, Period _____

Date: _____________________

TKAM: Chapter 7 - 9

Chapter 7 Continued
Allusions:

Egyptians: 

_________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary:

Vigil (   ) “






                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________

Meditative (   ) “






                                             “.

_________________________________________________________________

Chapter 8

1. Old ____________________ dies this winter, but nobody really notices because 

    the neighborhood seldom (rarely) ____________________ her, except when she 

    watered her ____________________. 
2. There is something unusual about this winter that frightens Scout because she has 

     never seen it before. What is it? _________________________ 
When Miss Maudie’s house begins to burn, Attiicus wakes up the children and they all leave their house. Atticus is worried the fire may spread to his house.

3. A group of neighbors were on top of Miss Maudie’s house carrying out furniture, but 

    not Atticus. He was standing with Miss Maudie watching. When Scout asks Jem why 

    Atticus is not helping out, Jem tells her that Atticus is too ___________________ 

    and he would break his ____________________ if he tried to help. 
4. Scout and Jem were so amazed by the fire at Miss Maudie’s, they did not notice that

    somebody had put a ____________________ over Scout to keep her warm. They 

    are shocked to find out it was ____________________ who did it. 
5. Miss Maudie reacts very calmly to her house burning down. She does not want 

    anybody to worry about her so she acts as if it does not bother her and does not get 

    upset or angry. Miss Maudie

a. looks at the remains of her house and grins (smiles). 

b. jokes about the fire saying she always wanted a ____________________ house

     and now she has a bigger yard with more room for her azaleas (flowers) 
c. makes another joke saying that she ____________________ that “old cow barn” (her house) and that she thought about setting ____________________ to it herself 

d. tells Scout and Jem not to ____________________ about her and that she will build herself a little _______________ and take in a couple of roomers 

e. took a lively and cordial (polite) ____________________ in Jem and Scout’s affairs even though she just lost most of her ____________________ and her beloved yard was a shambles 

f. says the only thing she was worried about the night of the fire was all the ____________________ and ____________________ it caused and how the fire could have spread to the entire neighborhood. 

Vocabulary: 

Unfathomable (   ) “






                                   “.

_________________________________________________________________

Aberrations (   ) “






                                             “.

_________________________________________________________________

Procured (   ) “






                                             “.

_________________________________________________________________

Perpetuated (   ) “






                                             “.

_________________________________________________________________

Libel (   ) “






                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________

Caricatures (   ) “






                                             “.

_________________________________________________________________

Quelled (   ) “






                                             “.

_________________________________________________________________

Cordial (   ) “






                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________

Allusions:

_____Rosetta Stone

_____Appomattox

_____Bellingraths

_____Lane Cake

a. Where Lee surrendered to Grant in the Civil War

b. gave historians many clues as to the meaning of Egyptian Hieroglyphs
c. Gardens in Mobile Alabama
d. White cake
Chapter 9

1. We are introduced to Tom Robinson in this chapter.  
a. He is a ____________________.

b. He lives in the little settlement beyond the town ____________________.

c. He is a member of Calpurnia’s ____________________.

d. Calpurnia’s knows his ____________________ well and says they are ____________________ folks.

e. Atticus is ____________________ him in a case that will not go to trial until the summer.

Usually, Uncle Jack comes to Maycomb to spend Christmas, but this year, Atticus and

the children go to Finch’s Landing this year to spend Christmas. In this chapter, more of

the family history is revealed. The chart below is a continuation of the family chart that was started on the Chapter 1 worksheet.

	Simon Finch



	Atticus Finch

MARRIED

wife is dead


	(Uncle Jack) Finch

Atticus’ brother / doctor

the baby of the family
	(Aunt Alexandra) Finch (Atticus’s sister) married Uncle Jimmy. They do not have a good relationship. The only time they got close to each other was to conceive their son.

	Scout and Jem Finch

children of Atticus

	Henry (son of Alexandra and Jimmy) left home as soon as possible, got married and had a son.

	Francis (Henry’s son / grandson of Alexandra and Jimmy) is dropped off, by his parents, every Christmas at his grandparents. His parents then go off and do their own thing. 


2. Scout gives her opinion of Aunt Alexandra. She thinks Alexandra: 
a. is a good ____________________

b. was swapped at __________________ because she is so different from Atticus

c. was ____________________ and there throughout her early life

3. Scout also gives her opinion of Uncle Jack. She says that Uncle Jack: 
a. is one of the few men of ____________________  who did not ____________________ her because he never behaved like a doctor

b. is very funny

4. Uncle Jack raises his eyebrows when he hears Scout talking. Uncle Jack does not 

     like that Scout has started ____________________. He tells her that she should 

     not do this unless there is extreme ____________________ and because she will 

     not grow up to be a ____________________. 
5. For Christmas, Uncle Jack gives the children air ______________________ that 

    Atticus told him to buy for them. 
6. Francis is _____ years-old and Scout thinks he is the most __________________ 

    child she has ever met. 
7. Scout gets angry with Francis when he suggests that nobody wants Dill, which is why 

    Dill gets passed around from relative to relative and his aunt, Miss Rachel, keeps him  

    every ____________________. 

8. Francis makes Scout even angrier when he calls Atticus a “nigger-lover”. Scout 

    cannot control her anger and splits her ____________________ to the bone on 

    Francis’ front ____________________ and then punches him with her right hand. 

    She would have continued, but Uncle Jack pins her ____________________ to her 

    sides while Aunt Alexandra took care of Francis. 
9. Uncle Jack learns from Scout that he doesn’t understand children very much. 

    Atticus gives Uncle Jack some advice when dealing with children. He tells him that 

    when a child asks him something, ___________________ the child instead of hiding

    the truth because kids are smart to know when an adult is hiding the truth. 
10. The Tom Robinson trial is coming up and Atticus is worried about what his children 

      will have to go through because Atticus is defending a black man. He tells Uncle

      Jack that Jem and Scout will have to absorb some ___________________ things. 

      However, he is not worried about Jem keeping his ____________________. He is 

      worried about Scout because she is quick to ____________________ on someone 

      if her pride is at stake. 
11. Uncle Jack asks Atticus how bad the case is going to get. Atticus tells him that it

       could not be ____________________ because the only thing Atticus has is a 

       ___________________ man’s word against the Ewells’ word. He says the jury can

       not possibly be expected to take Tom Robinson’s word against the Ewells. (pg 92)

12. Atticus tells Uncle Jack that he hopes he can get Jem and Scout through the trial 

      without ____________________,and most of all, without catching “Maycomb’s 

      usual disease”. What do you think that disease is? ________________

Gastric(   ) “






                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Inordinately(   ) “






                                             “.

_________________________________________________________________
Compensation(   ) “






                                             “.

_________________________________________________________________
Harbored(   ) “






                                             “.

_________________________________________________________________
Analogous(   ) “





                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Wary(   ) “






                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Innate(   ) “






                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Provocation(   ) “





                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Indicative(   ) “





                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Gravitated(   ) “





                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Fanatical(   ) “





                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Deportment(   ) “





                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Tentatively(   ) “


  


                                                      “.

_________________________________________________________________
Obstreperous(   ) “





                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Gallantly(   ) “





                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________
Invective(   ) “





                                                       “.

_________________________________________________________________

Allusions:

_____ General Hood

_____House of commons

_____ “Let the cup pass from you”

_____ Lord Melbourne

_____ Missouri Compromise

_____ Mount Everest

_____O’l Blue Light; Stonewall Jackson

a. Allowed Missouri to be admitted to the Union as a slave state but stipulated no more slave states would be allowed above the southern border of Missouri. 

b. Biblical reference 

c. Confederate General; instrumental in the Confederate victories at Second Manassas, Antietem, and Chancellorsville
d. Lieutenant-General a Confederate officer

e. Queen Victoria's first Prime Minister, who also had the reputation for being something of a ladies' man. 

f. The highest known mountain in the world (29,028 feet); part of the Himalayas, on the border of Nepal and Tibet.

g. The lower branch of the legislature in Great Britain

Chapter 10

1. Scout and Jem do not have a high opinion of their father because he does not do 

    anything that makes him stand out among other fathers in Maycomb. Atticus: 

a. is nearly ____________________, which means he is too feeble (weak) and old to be tackled by Jem when they play ____________________ 

b. works in an ____________________, not in a drugstore 

c. does not drive a ____________________ for the county 

d. is not the ____________________ 

e. does not ____________________ 

f. does not work in a ____________________ 

g. wears ___________________ because he is nearly blind in his left eye 

h. does not do the things their schoolmates’ fathers did, like hunting, playing ____________________, fishing, drinking, or ___________________ 

2. Jem and Scout received air rifles from Uncle Jack for Christmas, but Atticus 

     refuses to teach tem how to shoot a gun. Uncle Jack tells the kids that the reason is 

     that Atticus is not ____________________ in guns. 

3. Atticus tells Jem that he would rather Jem shoot at ____________________ 

    cans, even though Atticus knows Jem is going to try and shoot birds. Atticus tells 

    Jem that he can shoot all the ____________________ he wants, but not 

    mockingbirds because it is a ____________________ to kill them. 
4. Miss Maudie tells the children it is wrong to kill a mockingbird because:
a. all they do is make ____________________ for people for people to enjoy

b. they do not eat up people’s ____________________

c. they do not ____________________ in corncribs

d. they ____________________ their hearts out for people

5. Heck Tate: 
a. is the ____________________ of Maycomb County

b. is as ____________________ as Atticus, but thinner than him

c. has a long ____________________

d. wears ____________________ with shiny metal eye-holes, boot pants, and a lumber ____________________

e. wears a ____________________ with a row of bullets sticking in it

f. carries a heavy ____________________

6. Jem and Scout are shocked to learn that their father does have a talent. After 

     seeing Atticus kill a ____________________ with rabies in one shot, they find out 

     that he is very good at shooting a gun. They are no longer ashamed of him. Miss 

     Maudie tells the children that Atticus was the ____________________ shot in 

     Maycomb County in his time. His nickname used to be ____________________ - 

     ____________________ Finch.  
Chapter 11

1. In this chapter, we learn about another woman in the neighborhood named Mrs. 

     Henry Lafayette Dubose. 
a. She lives ___________________ except for a black girl who help hers.

b. She lives ________________ doors up the street from Scout and Jem. 

c. She is very ____________________. 

d. She spends most of the day in ____________________ and the rest of it in a ____________________. 

e. It is rumored that she keeps a ____________________concealed (hidden) among her numerous shawls and wraps. 

f. Jem and Scout _________________ her because when they pass her while she is sitting on her porch, she gives them dirty looks, asks them personal questions, and tells them that when they grow up, they will amount to nothing. 

g. Scout and Jem can do nothing to ____________________ her.

h. She is ____________________. 

i. She criticizes how Atticus is raising Scout and Jem since their mother died. 

2. Jem receives money for his ____________________ birthday and he plans on 

     buying himself a miniature (tiny) steam ____________________ and twirling baton

     for Scout. 
3. Mrs. Dubose makes two comments about Atticus that make Jem so angry, he cannot 

    control his anger. She says that Atticus: 
a. is in the “courthouse ____________________ for niggers”

b. is “no better than the niggers and ____________________ he works for”

4. On their way back from buying their gifts, Jem cannot hold back his anger toward 

    Mrs. Dubose for the things she said about Atticus. When they get to the gate of 

    Mrs. Dubose’s house, Jem: 

a. snatches Scout’s new ____________________

b. runs flailing ____________________ up the steps to Mrs. Dubose’s front yard

c. begins to ____________________ the tops off every camellia bush she owned, until the ground is ____________________ with green buds and leaves

d. bends Scout’s baton against his ____________________, snaps it in two, and throws it down

5. As punishment, Atticus makes Jem go to Mrs. Dubose’s house and have a 

    ____________________ with her. 
6. Jem comes back from Mrs. Dubose’s house and tells Atticus that he 

    ____________________ up for her and said he was sorry. Atticus tells Jem that 

    there was no point in saying he was sorry if he wasn’t. Atticus also says that because 

    Mrs. Dubose is old and ____________________, she cannot be held 

    ____________________ for what she says and does. 
7. Atticus’ punishment for Jem turns into something much worse. Mrs. Dubose wants 

    Jem to come every ____________________ after school and Saturdays and 

    ____________________ to her out loud for two hours. Jem has to do this for one 

    ____________________. 
8. Scout describes Mrs. Dubose:

a. She was ____________________.

b. Her face is the color of a dirty ____________________.

c. The corners of her mouth glistened (shined) with ____________________.

d. Old-age liver spots dotted her ____________________.

e. Her pale ____________________ had black pinpoint pupils.

f. Her ____________________ were knobby and the cuticles were grown up over her ____________________.

g. Her bottom plate (her false teeth) was not in and her upper ________________

protruded (stuck out).

9. Jem and Scout know it is time to leave when the ____________________ clock 

    goes off. This is also the time when Mrs. Dubose’s black servant girl, Jesse, gives 

    Mrs. Dubose her “medication”. 
10. Jem starts to notice that each day:
a. him and Scout are staying a little _________________ at Mrs. Dubose’s house

b. the alarm clock goes off a few minutes ____________________ 

c. Mrs. Dubose is well into one of her ____________________ by the time the alarm clock sounds (goes off)

11. Mrs. Dubose dies. Jem and Scout find out that she was a ___________________ 

      addict. She took it as a ____________________-killer for years because her 

      doctor put her on it. 

12. Mrs. Dubose wanted to kick her addiction to the drug before she died. She said 

      that she was going to “leave this ____________________ beholden to (not owing) 

      nothing and ____________________. That is why she wanted Jem to read to her 

      everyday. It made the time she had to wait to take the drug go by faster.
13. Atticus gave Jem something that Mrs. Dubose left for him. Inside of a 

      __________________ box, surrounded by wads of damp __________________, 

      was a white, waxy, perfect ___________________. 

14. Jem was upset by what Mrs. Dubose left him, but Atticus told Jem not to be. He 

       says it was her way of telling him everything is all ___________________ 

15. Atticus tells Jem that Mrs. Dubose was a ____________________ lady, even 

       though she had her own ____________________ about things that were 

       different from his. 

16. Atticus tells Jem that even if he had not gotten in trouble, he would have still made 

       read to Mrs. Dubose because he wanted Jem to see something about Mrs. Dubose. 

      Atticus wanted Jem to see what real courage is, instead of getting the idea that it 

      is a man with a ___________________ in his hand. Atticus says that courage is 

      when you know you’re ____________________ before you begin, but you begin 

      anyway and you see it through no matter what. Atticus says that Mrs. Dubose was 

      the ____________________ person he ever knew. 
17. Jem now understands why Mrs. Dubose left him the camellia. Jem takes it to bed 

       with him and fingers (glides his fingers along) the _________________. 

Chapter 12
1. This summer is different for Scout because Dill does not come. Scout is crushed

     because summer is just not the same without Dill. She receives a letter and a

     ____________________ from him. The letter says Dill has a new father and will

     stay in Meridian because they plan to build a __________________ boat. 

2. Dill’s new father: 

a. is a ____________________ like Atticus

b. has a pleasant (nice) ____________________

3. In addition to Dill not being there, Scout is also upset because Atticus left her and 

    Jem for ____________________ weeks because the state legislature was called 

    into ____________________ session. 
4. Calpurnia always goes to church on Sundays. Since Atticus is not there and she does 

    not want to leave the kids alone, Calpurnia takes the kids with her to her all-black

    church. It is called First Purchase African M.E. Church. It: 
a. is in the ____________________ outside the southern limits, across the old sawmill tracks

b. was an ____________________ paint-peeled frame building

c. is the only church in Maycomb with a steeple (tower) and __________________

d. is called First Purchase because it was paid for from the first earnings (money made) of freed ____________________

e. is a place where “Negroes” ____________________ on Sundays and white men ____________________ on weekdays

5. When Jem and Scout go with Calpurnia to church, one church member, Lula, makes it 

    known how unwelcome the children are. Lula tells Calpurnia that she has no business 

    bringing ____________________ children to their church. However, the rest of 

    the people do not feel the same way and welcome Scout and Jem. After all, Scout and 

    Jem are the children of Atticus, the man who is defending a Tom Robinson, who is a 

    member of Calpurnia’s church. 
6. Why would Lula not like having white children at an all-black church? Write down one 

    possible reason: ___________________________________________________

   ________________________________________________________________

   ________________________________________________________________

7. The money collected at Calpurnia’s church the Sunday Jem and Scout go with her is 

     for Tom Robinson’s wife, Helen Robinson. One reason Helen needs the money is:

a. with Tom in jail, he can’t work, so no income (money) is coming in

b. she cannot leave her ____________________ (3 of them) to go to work while Tom’s in jail 

c. she is finding it ____________________ to get work because of what her husband has been accused of doing 

8. Scout finds out what Tom Robinson has been accused of doing. Bob Ewell (the father 

    of Burris Ewell, the boy who had a “cootie” crawl out of his hair) accused him of

    ___________________ his girl (daughter), had him arrested and put in jail. 
9. We find out in this chapter that Zeebo is Calpurnia’s eldest __________________.  

    Calpurnia taught him how to ____________________, which is a skill that most 

    African-Americans at the time did not know how to do. 
10. Scout and Jem notice that Calpurnia talks like the other African-American people 

      when she is in church. Why does Calpurnia speak differently when she is with her 

      church community? Write down two possible reasons:

a. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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