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SYLLABUS and GUIDELINES

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The literature in English 9 focuses on various literary themes and is aligned with both the California Department of Education and the Los Angeles Unified School District Standards.  Students will develop their descriptive, creative, informative, and analytical writing skills.  Students also work on grammar, vocabulary, and critical thinking.  The major goals for the course are the development of essay writing and the acquisition of literary terminology; both are necessary for success in higher grade levels and for passage of the LAUSD Assessments, STAR, and California High School Exit exams.

ESLRS AND STANDARDS: 

The students are expected to work to attain all ESLRS.  These are listed at the school website: www.chatsworthhs.org. 

The students are held to the California Language Arts Standards for 9th grade. A copy of the standards can be obtained through the LAUSD Website, www.lausd.com, or through the schools, since there are far too many English standards to list here. Students are expected to meet the standards and will be provided with any necessary assistance.

The standards are divided into four categories: Reading (R), Writing (W), Written and Oral English Language (WOE) and Listening and Speaking (LS). Major emphasis will be placed on the following standards:

Essays and essay style Jane Schaeffer paragraphs:

1. (W) 1.1 Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis and maintain consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.   

2. (W) 1.4 Develop the main ideas of a composition through supporting evidence 

3. (W) 1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into written text.

4. (W) 2.5 Write persuasive compositions that marshal evidence to support thesis; use rhetorical devices; clarify and defend positions with precise and relevant evidence; and address readers’ concerns.

5. (WOE) 1.4 Produce legible work with correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

6. (W) 1.9 Revise writing to achieve coherence, effective organization, precise word choice, and tone.

Reading and oral discussions:

1. (R) 2.8 Evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense of a claim by analyzing the evidence and the author’s intent.

2. (R) 3.2 Compare and contrast the presentation of a similar theme or topic across genres – combined with – (R) 3.5 Compare works that express a universal theme.

3. (R)3.4 Determine a character’s traits by what the characters say about themselves.

4. (R) 3.7 Recognize and understand the significance of various literary devices, including figurative language, imagery, allegory, and symbolism.

5. (R) 3.9 Explain how voice, persona, and the choice of narrator affect characterization, tone, plot, and credibility of a text.

6. (LS) 2.4 Deliver oral responses to literature that show understanding; provide textual support; reveal awareness of author’s style; and address ambiguities, nuances, and complexities in the text – or – (LS) 2.2 Deliver expository presentations that marshal evidence to support a thesis; convey information from primary and secondary sources; judge significance of data and ideas; include visual aids; anticipate readers’ needs; and use technical terms accurately.

Vocabulary and Grammar:

1. (R) 1.1 Identify literal and figurative meanings of words; understand word origins.

2. (R) 1.2 Distinguish between denotative and connotative meanings of words.

3. (WOE) 1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses, phrases, and mechanics of punctuation.

4. (WOE) 1.2 Understand sentence construction and proper English usage.

5. (WOE) 1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, writing structure, word choice, and word order.

WORKS:  (In no particular order)

Short stories – various

Non-Fiction – various

The Alchemist – Paulo Coelho – please purchase a paperback copy of this book, new or used.
The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare
Odyssey – Homer

GRADING:  

Grading is based on a standard 100% scale, as follows:

A= 90-100%
          B= 80-89%

C= 70-79%

D= 65-69%            F=0-64%

TESTS AND QUIZZES: 

 Quizzes are given to assess students’ competence in vocabulary, reading comprehension, and literary terminology. Quizzes cannot be made up and therefore will earn a grade of zero. You may take a quiz one day early if you know you will  be absent for a school related activity (field trip, sport, etc.), but it is the student’s responsibility to tell the teacher two days in advance so she has time to ensure you have a copy. Tests that are allowed to be made up may be made up the next day, in class, if the absence is due to illness.  Prearranged absences need a prearranged test – no exceptions. Make-up tests are usually not the same as the test given in class, to prevent cheating. 

ESSAYS AND PROJECTS:  

During each literary unit, essays and/or projects are given to emphasize the student’s artistic, creative, analytical, and research ability.  

Essays and project are due by the start of class on the due date; you may not work on them in class.  All non-in-class essays must be typed. Late essays will be reduced according to the late work reduction schedule. Therefore, turn in essays at least one day early to avoid difficulty. You may type them at home, in the library (C hall), in N209, or in the computer lab. Check the library and computer lab for their hours. In N209 there are four computers for student use, before and after school.  To use the internet on school computers you will need an Internet Use Policy.  These are available in the library or at the CHS Website: www.chatsworthhs.org. 
Please Note:  All computers on campus use the word processing program created by Microsoft called Microsoft Word.  Papers done in any other program, such as Word Perfect, Word Pad, WordPro or Microsoft Works, probably will not print correctly and will therefore be counted as late and will receive late points reductions according to the late work reduction schedule.  Consider this a warning. 
Grading for a group project will be divided and all participants will receive both individual and group grades.  For a presentation, all members receive a group grade and an individual grade. Any group not prepared to present on its assigned date and time will receive a zero on the entire project.  Therefore, turn in projects for presentation at least one day early to avoid difficulty.

PARTICIPATION:  

Active participation by the students makes the course much more enjoyable and interesting.  Attendance counts!  Participation, discussion, and attendance points will be given.
NOTEBOOKS: 

Students are expected to keep a neat, orderly notebook of their work. As I feel this is an issue of major importance, I provide one for you.  This notebook may not be used for your other classes.  This notebook should be kept at school, placed in the appropriate spot in the cupboards/bookshelves, and should not be taken home on a daily basis.  Of course, individual pages may be removed and taken home for studying purposes.  

Notebooks will contain work, handouts, and notes.  In addition, it will contain five dividers, your copy of these guidelines, an assignment sheet wherein you will list all of the points you have received for each assignment and the total points possible for that assignment, and blank notebook paper for future assignments.

Notebooks will be checked periodically, sometimes with advanced notice and sometimes not, and any non-previously graded assignments will be then graded.  You will also receive points for accuracy and cleanliness of your notebook.

I will periodically have the students take home their work for the parent/guardian to peruse and sign off.  This is one way the parents/guardians can stay informed of the students’ progress in the class.  

REPORT CARDS: 

L.A.U.S.D. report cards are issued approximately every five weeks.  The report cards are mailed home and take approximately one week to arrive. If parents/guardians wish progress reports more often, students can be placed on Weekly Progress Reports. Inquire in the counseling office or through the Dean’s office.  Grades for this class may be obtained at any time at www.teacherweb.com/ca/chatsworthhigh/mcniff. 
FINAL EXAM: 

At the end of the semester, there will be an exam that covers all we have learned.  This counts for approximately ten percent of your grade.

EXTRA CREDIT: 

 Throughout the year, small extra credit points may be offered.  Often, I place extra credit questions on exams.  Extra credit work is not a substitute for class work, but is instead intended as a supplement.  Extra credit is rarely offered during the last five weeks of the semester; therefore, you should plan ahead and do your work throughout the semester, as you will not be rescued from a poor grade with extra credit the last weeks of the semester.  

CLASS MATERIALS:  

Class materials are due Wed. September 16.  Beginning tomorrow we will begin preparing your folders so it is best if you bring things in as you obtain them.  MANY FREE SUPPLIES ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE TAKING.  THEY ARE IN LABELED BOXES IN THE ROOM AND WERE DONATIONS FROM PREVIOUS STUDENTS AND ITEMS I BOUGHT AT ‘BACK TO SCHOOL’ SALES. Note:  If you are experiencing any financial difficulty, please tell the teacher immediately.  Many alternative arrangements can be made and the other students will not know.  If you keep quiet and tell nobody, nobody can help you and you will lose points.  

1. 5 dividers, of any style – labeled as follows:  Agendas and Warm Ups; Notes and Handouts; Class Work/Homework; Grammar and Vocabulary; Graded Work/Tests.
2. Notebook paper – college or wide rule.  1 pack minimum recommended for this class.  Extra packs will be helpful for other classes.

3. Pen/pencil pouch with a zipper with holes for placing it in your folder.  Note: This pencil pouch will be kept in your notebook in Mrs. McNiff’s room.  You may want an additional one for keeping things in your backpack.  

4. 2 Pens with blue and/or black ink and 2 automatic or regular #2 pencils (with led if automatic), minimum, to be kept in the pencil pouch. 
5. Eraser – soft white “Staedtler Mars plastic” type or colored “Sanrio” type – Do not use pencil tip erasers as these are too hard and mess up scantron tests. This will be kept in the pencil pouch.  
6. Optional: Two different color highlighters, minimum, which are kept in the pencil pouch. Extra highlighters will be helpful for other classes.

WORK STANDARDS: 

 All assignments turned in for a grade should be neat; clean white notebook paper with legible handwriting as a must.  Assignments should be in blue or black ink or pencil. If the assignment is on lined paper, it must have a full Chatsworth High School heading unless otherwise stated by teacher. Unacceptable assignments will be returned without a grade. 

LATE WORK: 

Late work is not accepted on every assignment – see posted complete late work policy. 

Homework is due at the beginning of the period, unless instructed otherwise.  If it is not ready, including stapling, it will be considered late.

It is up to the student to turn in work due on the date of an excused absence.  Simply place absence work in the turn-in tray.  If your absence was excused, you will earn credit for your work.  If your absence is not excused, you will not earn credit.  If you place non-absence related late work in the tray it will receive late deductions. 

All in-class assignments are due the day given and may not be turned in late unless otherwise stated by the teacher.  If you are in class, you are expected to complete all work – you may not take it home for homework. 

Points will be deducted from accepted assignments and tests completed late:  

· 10 % each day 
Note:  Once an assignment or test has been returned to the entire class, it will no longer be accepted from anyone for make-up points; It may still be required for completion, however, as some assignments are sequential and build on one another.  

TARDIES: 

 A student must be in his or her seat and ready to work when the bell rings or he/she earns a tardy and is sent to THE DETENTION AREA for disciplinary action.  You are to pick-up handouts and get your folder before the bell rings.  Students whose folders are still on the shelf when the bell rings are tardy. Students who have not picked up necessary handouts by the time the bell rings are tardy. See tardy policy for disciplinary action. Upon return from THE DETENTION AREA, the student has 6 minutes to return with a slip. This is school policy. See entire school tardy policy for further details. 

ABSENCES: 

 It is important that students come to class every day.  If a student is 30 minutes late for a class, he/she will be marked absent according to the school absence policy.  If a quiz is missed due to a tardy or absence, you will receive a zero, except as noted above under “Tests and Quizzes.” If a project or essay is due, you will receive a late deduction if the work is late or zero if you are tardy and miss your turn for a presentation. Homework assignments given during a student’s absence are listed on the board and are posted (except for copyright issues) at www.teacherweb.com/ca/chatsworthhigh/mcniff.   Ask other class members for full information.  All handouts given during an absence are in the handouts bucket as you enter the classroom. It is wise to have phone numbers of three other class members to find out what you missed and/or to check the website listed above. You are granted one day for each day you are absent to turn in homework assignments assigned during your absence. I will not ask you for your work; you must be responsible enough to turn it in to the tray. Tests (not quizzes) missed due to an excused absence may be made up as listed above under “Tests”. In class assignments may not be able to be made up if I begin them and collect them the day of your absence.  Some demonstrations and class work cannot be repeated as they are timely and topical and cannot be performed again. Therefore, attendance is key.  The number one reason students do poorly in the class is absence and tardies.

CONDUCT: 

 Conduct is key!  Respect for others is the key to good conduct.  Be courteous to classmates, teachers, substitutes, administrators, and guests.  Unacceptable activities will result in a referral and a ‘U’ in citizenship.  Two ‘U’ grades on any report card make the student ineligible to participate in school activities and sports.

Inappropriate conduct:  foul language, throwing anything, fighting, vandalizing, excessive talking, grooming, or having inappropriate objects. Discrimination is not allowed, so do not use inappropriate phrases referring to another person’s gender, race, religion, sexual orientation, or size.  These forms of discrimination are not allowed and will be referred to the dean or the school police officer.

According to Chatsworth High School policy, no cell phones, MP3 players,  or other banned electronic devices will be allowed to be used in class.  Make sure all electronic devices are turned off, unless permission is given by the teacher. This includes electronic dictionaries and calculators. In addition, you are expected to follow CHS dress code.  All hats must be CHS caps or they will not be allowed on campus.  In addition, should you enter a room, kindly remove cap. This is part of the policy. 

Appropriate conduct:  punctuality, preparedness, attentive demeanor, courteous behavior, tolerance, helpfulness, and cleanliness. I do allow eating and drinking in class but I am not your servant, so I will not clean up after you.  Pick up your trash and kindly place it in the trash bins. This is a privilege that will be taken away if students abuse it.

COOPERATION: 

Uncooperative behavior leads to a ‘U’ in Cooperation on your report card.  More than 1 ‘U’ and you may not participate in Chatsworth High School activities, including but not limited to sports. Uncooperative behavior is listed under “Inappropriate Conduct 

HALL PASS: 

Students who need to use the restroom are of course allowed to do so; however, abuse of frequency to use the hall pass will result in revocation of its use.  To use the hall pass, fill out all information and bring it to me with your ID card.  
TEACHER CONFERENCES: 

I am available before school and after school.  I am usually briefly available during lunch. I am often in my room from 2:33 –2:45, except for in-service Tuesdays, should you want to discuss anything with me.  Frequently, I am here until 3:30. Fridays I am unavailable. Please let me know in advance if you need to speak with me for an extended period of time on any day, so we can ensure I will be here for you.  I often have tutoring after school, so I am here most days. 

I can be reached the following ways:

1) Via e-mail at teachermcniff@aol.com. I check my e-mails each evening, approximately at 5:00, and this has proven an efficient way of reaching students and their parents.  
2) Through my website at http://teacherweb.com/CA/ChatsworthHigh/McNiff 

3) Through the school’s website at http://www.chatsworthhs.org
4) By phone at (818) 678-3400, but since I do not have a phone with an outside line in my room, nor in the N buildings, it may be a few days before I return your call. Please be patient.  Do not leave a message on the school phone system as, without a phone in my room, it is impossible to call you back. Instead, leave the message with the secretary and he/she will place it in my box. 
Parent conferences can be arranged, if given advanced notice.  Parent conferences are during period four, before school at 7a.m., or after school. Simply schedule a conference with me. Please note that on the in-service Tuesdays there can be no parent teacher conferences after school, as all CHS teachers must attend after school workshops.  

WEBSITE: 


My class website is http://teacherweb.com/CA/ChatsworthHigh/McNiff.  Note:  Bookmark this site as a favorite.  Homework is listed by approximately 5:00pm, daily, on this site.  You can e-mail me through this site by clicking on the mailbox in the upper right hand corner.  

DO NOT TEAR OFF! Return the entire packet to class.  Parents – if you wish to have a copy at home, you may obtain an additional copy at my website listed above. If you do not have computer access, please let me know and I will provide you with another copy as soon as possible.

I, ___________________________, have read Mrs. McNiff’s guidelines for Honors English 9 and have had my parent/guardian(s) read them.  I understand what is expected of me as a student in this class.

_______________________________
          __________________________________________

Signature of Student




Signature of Parent/Guardian

Return by Wed. August 25th and place it in the turn-in stacker.  When these guidelines are checked-off, recorded for points, and returned to you, place the guidelines in your folder in the appropriate place: behind your assignment sheets.
