Put all your answers on lined paper.

Chapter 7 

1. When Jem tells Scout about getting his trousers back, he tells her of something strange. What is this?

2. Find evidence that Jem is beginning to understand more than Scout about Boo Radley? What do you think this is? 

3. Does Jem still fear the gifts in the tree? Give reasons for your answer. 

4. When the children plan to send a letter to the person who leaves the gifts, they are prevented. How does this happen? Who does it, and why might he do so? 

Chapter 8

5. Why does Scout quiz Atticus about his visit to the Radley house? How much does Atticus tell her? 

6. What is the “near libel” which Jem puts in the front yard? How do Miss Maudie and Atticus react to it? 

7. Why does Atticus save Miss Maudie’s oak rocking chair? 

8. When Atticus asks Scout about the blanket around her shoulders, what does Jem realize? 

9. Explain what Atticus means by telling Jem not to let his discovery “inspire” him to “future glory”? Is there any reason why Jem might not do as his father says?  

Chapter 9 

10. How much effort does Atticus feel he should extend to defend Tom Robinson? Is it usual for (white) lawyers to do their best for black clients in Alabama at this time? Why or why not?

11. Scout and Jem have “mixed feelings” about Christmas. What are these feelings and why?

12. Uncle Jack Finch tells Scout that she is growing out of her pants. What does this mean and why might he say it? 

13. When Francis talks to Scout he reveals an unpleasant feature of Aunt Alexandra. What is this?

14. What might Scout learn from overhearing Atticus’s conversation with Uncle Jack?

15. Read the final sentence of this chapter. Explain in your own words what it means and why it might be important to the story.

16. Defending Tom Robinson, Atticus says, “We were licked a hundred years before we started.” Imagine that you are a young lawyer helping Atticus prepare his case. Make notes (a series of bullet points) of things that will help you defend Tom and of things that the prosecution will use to try to convict him.

Chapter 10

17. Scout says that “Atticus was feeble.” Do you think that this is her view as she tells the story or her view when she was younger? Explain. Does she still think this after the events recorded in this chapter? Why or why not?

18. In this chapter Atticus tells his children that “it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.” What reason does he give for saying this?

19. Why does Heck Tate not want to shoot Tim Johnson?

20. Near the end of this chapter Atticus cuts off Heck Tate as he is speaking to Jem. What do you think Heck was about to say? Why would Atticus want to stop him from saying it?

21. Jem and Scout have different views about telling people at school how well Atticus can shoot. Explain the difference. Which view is closer to your own?

Chapter 11 

22. How does Atticus advise Jem to react to Mrs. Dubose’s taunts?

23. What does Mrs. Dubose say about the children’s mother? How does Jem feel about this?

24. What request does Mrs. Dubose make of Jem? Is this a fair punishment of his “crime”? Why or why not?

25. Explain in your own words what Atticus thinks of insults like “nigger-lover.” How far do you agree with him?

26. Why does Atticus say that Mrs. Dubose is a “great lady”? 

27. Atticus says that Mrs. Dubose is a model of real courage rather than a “man with a gun in his hand.” What does he mean? Do you think he is right? Why or why not?

28. Chapters ten and eleven are the last two chapters in the first part of the book. Explain why Harper Lee chooses to end the first part here.

Pretend that you could talk to Atticus when he tries to explain what real bravery is. Write a response to him in which you define bravery and then present an example of a person (dead or alive) who you consider to be a role model for courage. Provide at least two reasons for this choice. 

