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To Kill a Mockingbird

Reading Worksheet - Chapters 17 – 21

Chapter 17

“The Facts”

1. Sheriff Heck Tate testifies that he never called a doctor when he found Mayella Ewell. Atticus says without a doctor’s examination, ______________ cannot be proven. (pgs 169-170)
2. During the discussion of Mayella’s injuries, Atticus focuses on what side of Mayella’s ______________her injuries were located. 

3. Mayella Ewell has a hobby that shows she might be different from the rest of her family. She likes to grow ____________________.  

4. Atticus asks Mr. Ewell to write his name because Atticus wants to show the court that Mr. Ewell is ____________________. 

5. Atticus wants the court to see this about Mr. Ewell to prove that he was the one that _________ Mayella. 

“Focus on Thinking”

1. At one point, Bob Ewell says that the black families that live near him are dangerous to live around and they bring the value of his property down. Why is it ironic that Mr. Ewell is saying this statement? _______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 18

“The Facts”

1. Mayella Ewell starts to cry at the beginning of her testimony and she blames Atticus. She says she is afraid Atticus will _______________ her. 
2. When Atticus addresses Mayella, he always calls her “Miss Mayella” and “ma’am”. Mayella thinks Atticus is making fun of her when he calls her those names because she is not used to being treated with __________________.

3. At the end of Mayella’s testimony, the important fact we learn about Tom Robinson is that he is not able to use his left ____________________. He got it caught in a ____________________ when he was a boy. 

4. Atticus is trying to get Mayella to make a confession. Atticus wants her to admit that she made up her story and that her ____________________ was the one that ____________________ her. 

“Focus on Thinking”

1. Why do you think Mayella Ewell does not have friends? Consider her situation within the family, her family’s situation in the town, and the town itself and provide two reasons.

1. ______________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________

2. Why do you think Mayella does not confess the truth when Atticus questions her? _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Chapter 19

“The Facts”

  1. According to Tom’s story, he chopped up the chiffarobe for Mayella last ______________________. 

2. On the day of Tom’s “crime”, ____________ sent her brothers and sisters to get some  _______________. 

  3. When Mr. Ewell came home that day, what he saw through the window made 

       him very angry. He saw Mayella __________________ Tom Robinson. 

  4. Link Deas is a local landowner and he used to be Tom’s ______________

5. Link Deas interrupts the trial and says something in Tom’s defense. He says that Tom worked for him for  

    _____________________ years and in all that time, Tom never caused any ____________________. 

  6. Mr. Gilmer tries to prove Tom could have raped and beaten Mayella because

· Tom had a previous criminal record. He received 30 days in the county jail for a misdemeanor.

· even though he is disabled, Tom was ___________________ enough to chop up the ____________________ for Mayella.

· Tom ____________________ after Bob Ewell came home because he knew he was guilty of a crime. 

“Focus on Thinking”

  7. As Tom gives his testimony, Scout starts to understand Mayella’s life and who she is. Scout compares 
Mayella to a ____________________ child. 

  8. Scout compares Mayella to this kind of person because 

· ____________________ people would not have anything to do with her because she lived among ____________________ (the Ewells)

· “____________________” would not have anything to do with her because she was ____________________

· she could not live like ____________________, who preferred the company of “____________________”, because she was too poor to own a ____________________ and she was not from a fine old ____________________.

Chapter 20

“The Facts”

1. Scout, Jem and Dill always believed the rumor that Dolphus Raymond was an ____________________, but they find out in this chapter that he only has  ____________________ in his paper sack. 

2. Mr. Raymond lets the citizens of Maycomb believe he is an alcoholic when he is not because he says it gives them a ____________________ that explains  why he is the way he is. Dolphus says it is easier for Maycomb townspeople to accept that he prefers to keep company with ___________________ people if he is drunk than if he was sober. The white citizens disapprove of his way of life, but they leave him alone and they will forgive him for it because they think he cannot help himself. 

3. Dolphus Raymond tells the children his secret because he trusts them. Why do you think he trusts them? ___________________________________________________________________________

4. Dolphus Raymond tells Scout and Dill how horrible it is that Maycomb’s white citizens always give the African-American citizens such a difficult time. Scout tells Dolphus Raymond that Atticus says the worst thing a person can do is ____________________ a ____________________. 

5. In his closing arguments, Atticus says Mayella accused Tom of raping her to get him put in jail so she would no longer have to see him and be reminded of her “crime” of ___________________ a ____________________. 

6. In his closing arguments, Atticus says the reason people in Maycomb believe the testimony of Bob and Mayella Ewell is because white citizens believe the that the “truth” about “Negroes” is that they all ____________________,they are all ____________________ human beings, and all “Negro” men cannot be ____________________ around white women. However, Atticus makes the point that this is a “truth” that applies to the ________________ race, and not just one race. 

“Focus on Thinking”
  7. In chapter 10, Miss Maudie told Scout and Jem that it is a “sin to kill a mockingbird” because they don’t:

· do one thing but make ____________________ for people to enjoy

· ____________________ up people’s gardens

· ____________________ in corncribs

· do one thing but ____________________ their hearts out people

Atticus once said that “cheating a colored man” was the worst thing a person could do. Maudie’s statement about it being a “sin to kill a mockingbird” and Atticus’ statement about “cheating a colored man” are connected. How is “cheating a colored man” similar to “killing a mockingbird”? _______________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 21

“The Facts”

1. Calpurnia comes to the courtroom to let Atticus know his _______________are ________________
2. The jury takes almost four hours to reach a verdict and find Tom guilty, which is unusually long for an all-white jury to decide a black man’s fate. Write down a possible reason that the jury took so long to reach a verdict:

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
3. When the jury returns with the verdict, Scout notices that no one in the jury ________________ at Tom. Scout believes that this is a sign that the jury has found Tom ____________________. 

4. As Atticus leaves the courtroom, the ____________________ people that are sitting in the balcony ____________________. They do this to show Atticus ____________________ and ____________________. 

“Focus on Thinking”

  5. In chapter 10, Scout and Jem find out their father does have a talent. They are impressed after Atticus kills the mad dog with one shot. Atticus tells his children that real courage is more than “a man with a gun in his hand.” Atticus shows real courage in trying to give Tom a good defense, but he is working with an empty gun. Write down a reason Atticus only has an empty gun to show his courage:__________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

