Introductions

1. Introductions should start with 2-3 general statements about your topic.  These should not be specific to the story or novel.

Example:  Love is a concept for which millions seek the definition but few truly understand.  Even when a person believes they are in love, they often do not necessarily comprehend the depth of feelings they may have for another person.
2. Following the general statements is the introduction to the literature that mentions the topic, author, title, and major characters in the novel.  It may also contain the thesis. 

Example:  In Kate’ Chopin’s short story, “The Story of an Hour,” the unnamed narrator’s concept of love, while differing in many ways from the standard concept of love, contains the essential element to all love relationships: friendship.
3. Finally, present your thesis in a three part parallel sentence, where each part contains the ideas for the topic sentences for the body paragraphs.
Example:  The unnamed narrator’s friendship with her husband is evident in their closeness at the Mathew’s Christmas party, tenderness when faced with her impending death due to cancer, and helpfulness to one another in the move to Canada.

Body Paragraphs

1. Body paragraphs should begin with your topic sentence that explains what you are trying to prove in that paragraph.  The topic sentence should be one of the elements from the three part parallel sentence that completes your thesis.

Example:  The closeness between the narrator and her husband at the Christmas party demonstrates the love two close friends have for one another.

2. Following your topic sentence you need evidence and commentary.  Your evidence is paraphrased or quoted elements from the story or novel that you think are relevant to your topic sentence and will help prove your thesis.  Commentary is your discussion of how the evidence you chose proves your topic sentence.  You should strive to have at least three pieces of evidence per paragraph with commentary for each piece of evidence.

Evidence Example:  As the husband sees his wife across the room, he notes, “There goes the woman I befriended on the subway, the woman I proposed to, the woman with whom I had two children.  In short – there goes my love.  I shall miss her when she dies.”  Note:  The quote has quote marks and starts with a capital letter.
Commentary Example:  His statement identifies her as a friend and states that the loves her and shows their closeness as he mentally hones in on her, across a room crowed with holiday displays and masses of people, and as he takes a moment to examine how he will feel in the upcoming months when she inevitably will die.
3. You may have a concluding or transition sentence to finish your paragraph.  It would summarize your paragraph and/or perhaps lead into the next paragraph.
Conclusions:

1. Conclusions should be brief and should start with 1-2 general statements on the topic. (See above for example.)

2. Next would be 1-2 sentences of commentary about the book that relate to the topic. Basically, they are paraphrasing your essay.

3. Finally, you should leave the reader with a final thought, a final idea about the book that relates to the topic.  This should be more specific than a general statement.
