February 10, 2012

Dear Parents,


Thank you so much to the friends and family that could make it to our Wax Museum open house today.  I am so proud of the students’ performance and commend them for their hard work.  What an exciting day it was! 


Our next big project is the Science Fair.  Students have to turn in the question they would like to conduct an experiment on by February 13th.  PTA is providing boards for the project display. A big Thank you to the PTA for the boards. You do not need to purchase the boards.

CURRICULUM NEWS

Math:  We have been working on fractions, percents, and decimals. We are also learning to solve problems by adding fractions. Students have learned to use fraction sticks to show what a fraction or mixed number looks like. Students are also learning to change a fraction into a decimal using division. Students have been practicing for the MARS test. They are learning the importance of explaining their mathematical thinking using words and numbers. Today students received a review packet for the test. The math test will be on February 15th. 

Literature:  We are in the middle of our core literature, The Great Gilly Hopkins and are amazed by Gilly’s character development.  Gilly is a complex character that wants to be with her mother. The students are enjoying reading about her and discussing the social and emotional challenges Gilly is faced with. We have had some amazing discussion around prejudice, anger, belonging, and respect.

On March 2, we will be celebrating Read Across America day. Our class is looking for Volunteers to read in the morning from 8:30 to 10:00, and from 11:10 to 11:50.  If you are interested please let me know so I can set up a schedule. Please indicate what time works best for you. We are also looking for parents to provide milk and cookies for the class. If you can help in any way be sure to let me know. 

Dates to Remember:

· 2/11 – Green Team Volunteer Day
· 2/13 – Science Topic Form due

· 2/14 – Valentine’s party @ 2:20 PM
· 2/15 – Parent Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast @ 7:45 AM
· 2/15 – Yearbook cover contest (optional)
· 2/15- Math Test Unit 5
· 2/16 - Staff Development (no school)
· 2/17 – Local Holiday (no school)

· 2/20 – Presidents’ Day (No school)
· 3/24 –Mix-it-up Day
· 3/2 - Read Across America Day
· 3/8 - Rough Draft of Science Project Due (Need question, hypothesis, material, steps and data so far)
· 3/19 – Field trip to TECH Museum
· 3/21 – Science Fair Project due

· 3/23 – Twin Day
· 3/27 to 3/30 -Science Fair 
Thanks for everything.
Mangla Oza

