Biology B, Spring 2011
Mrs. Michal Kreiselman, Ph.D.

Biology Teacher
Architecture and Digital Arts Magnet, Kennedy High-School

Dear parent/guardian, welcome back to our biology course! 


In our continuing course, your son/daughter will continue to learn about a variety of topics in the life sciences, all of which are based on centuries of scientific thought and research. It is an exciting time to live in and think about the nature of life. For example, amongst many organisms, the entire human genome has been revealed, there are beginning signs for possible past lives in other worlds, and new technologies are being developed to improve the health of our environment. Yet, progress comes with demands for new decisions to make by the public. Our children need to be prepared to make those decisions in order to improve the quality of life for themselves, their communities and for the health of the environment. 
In order to help students organize their materials into a cumulative product, students will write and compile all their course materials into one notebook. For this students are required to purchase a composition notebook and keep it available and organized at all times. 

I expect that you will share the responsibility to motivate your child to put her/his best efforts into the challenging study. 
A special request: As in previous years, I am planned to take all biology classes to ecological FIELD TRIPS. If you are able to join us as a chaperon on any of the following dates, please let me know as soon as you can. I will try to match your date with your child’s class. All trips offer are enjoyable and informative experiences, and a definite escape from your usual stressful routine! 

Three dates (out of four) so far are March 16 (Wed), March 17 (Thu), March 30 (Thu). 


In the following pages you will find information about the course curriculum, class rules and procedures, as well as my grading policy. Please sign the slip on the last page, and return it with your child. 
I am looking forward to teaching your child!

Respectfully, 

Dr. Kreiselman

Contact Information:


Conference Period: 2nd  I am also available in my classroom during lunch break. 
· You may reach me by phone at school (818) 271-2900 during my conference period or leave me a message in the office. I will return your call as soon as I can.
· Email mxd0543@lausd.net 
· Course website: www.teacherweb.com/CA/Kennedy/Kreiselman offers: 
Unit Assignments Sheets, Announcements, extensive supplementary course materialS, (enrichments, animations, tutorials) downloadable hand-outs and more.
Biology B, Mrs. Kreiselman
Course Outline


The following are the topics we will learn this semester. Please keep this list available as we go along. 

Changes may take place, according to need.
	Topic
	California Standards
	Chapter/Sections in the Textbook

	Chromosomes, Sexual reproduction, Meiosis
	2a, 2b, 2e, 2f
	6.1, 6.2

	Genetics - Mendel
	2c, 3b, 3d, 2g, 3a 
	6.3, 6.4, 6.5

	Non-Mendelian Genetics
	3a
	7.1, 7.2

	Human Genetics
	3a, 
	7.4

	Evolution - Natural Selection Theory
	8a, 8e,
	10.1, 10.2, 10.3, 10.4, 10.5, 12.1, 

	Evolution - Speciation
	8b, 8c, 8d,
	11.5, 11.6, 

	Evolution – Population genetics
	7a, 7b, 7c, 7d
	11.1, 11.3, 

	Ecology
(Including one day field trip per class)
	Set 6
	13.2, 13.3, 13.4, 13.5, 13.6, 14.1, 14.4, 16.1-16.4

	Infection and Immunity
	Set 10
	18.3, 18.4, 31.1, 31.2, 31.31.6 

	SPRING BREAK
	04.8-04.22.2011
	

	California Standard Tests (CSTs)
	04.25-04.29.2011
	

	Infection and Immunity
	Set 10
	18.3, 18.4, 31.1, 31.2, 31.31.6 

	Human Physiology – Body systems (Nervous, Respiratory/Circulatory, Secretory)
	9a, 9b, 9d, 9e
	292, 29.3, 29.4, 32.4, 30.1-30.4

	Human physiology – Endocrine system, Homeostasis
	9c, 9d, 9e, 
	28.2, 28.3, 29.1, 29.6


Course Materials:
* Assigned Textbook: Biology, Stephen Nowicki, McDougal Littell – 2008. 

* Test Study Guide booklet (need not be returned at the end of the year).

* Notebook: It is essential that you keep a well-organized composition notebook, with all the materials and assignments. Journals, Notes, homework and class work should all be in the notebook. 

* Hand-outs and other supplementary materials. Unless otherwise specified, you are requested to return hand-outs after use, even if taken home for home-work. 

*Highly recommended – Computer with internet connection. 
Assignments and Grading Policy:







Approximated Values: 
Participation:  




15% (5 points per day + extra credits)
Quizzes, Tests and Projects:


40% (100-400 points each)
Homework / Classwork Assignments

35% (25-50 points each)

Homework – usually twice a week)

Notebook, Daily Journal Entries:

10% (20 points per journal; 100 points per notebook check)

Grading scale:


A  90-100%
B   80-89%
C   65-79%
D   55-64%     
Fail   54% and below
To pass the course, a student must earn at least a “D”. 
What supplies do I need? 

1. Composition Notebook (line or graph paper)
2. Pens (blue or black), #2 pencils with erasers

3. Glue-sticks (must have every day)

4. College lined notebook paper
5. Highly recommended: ruler, colored pencils, calculator, small stapler.
6. Section in a 3-ring binder, for papers that will not fit in the notebook.

* Please be advised to carry a bag-pack for your course materials, as well as for keeping away irrelevant belongings while you are in class. 

Late work policy:
Assignments are assigned for learning and are not busy work. Due dates are important and late work is not an option. All unexcused late assignments will have points deducted, up to 50%.


If you were absent it is your responsibility to get the work you missed within two days from your return. You can always find the assignments that you missed in the Unit Assignment Sheet that is posted on the course website. Also, please use the help of other students before asking your teacher for information about work you have missed.. 

All class work is due at the end of the period, completed or not, unless otherwise mentioned. 
How will I be graded? 
-
You will be evaluated for both your ongoing effort and for your comprehension of the material. 
-
You will be expected to write all assignments in complete and meaningful sentences. Points will be reduced for sloppy writing. 
- 
Aside from quizzes and homework assignments, there will be culminating assessments, in the form of projects and tests. Tests will have a major effect on your grade. However, please note that in order to get a high grade you must not only succeed in tests, but also be actively involved in the course. 
Check your Grade On-Line regularly! 
Are extra credit assignments available?
Yes. * You are offered the opportunity to learn about current scientific discoveries and review them for extra credit. The detailed instructions for this so-called ‘Science News’ project are posted on the course website. Be advised to follow them explicitly. There is no limitation to the number of such reviews, except no more than 3 in one week. * The ‘CAREERS IN BIOLOGY’ project guides you to research one career that depends on knowledge in biology at some level. Instructions can be found on-line. * Some Projects that will be part of the honors-biology program (see separate handouts) will also be offered to all other students for extra credit. 

NOTE: Be advised not to rely on extra credit assignments to replace missing homework. They do not prepare you for tests as your homework does, and they can help raising your grade only when your grade is close enough to a letter change. 

Behavioral Guidelines:
In order to make our class a pleasant and effective place to study, you are expected to behave according to the following guidelines. 

A. Respect your teacher and your fellow students. RESPECT school equipment.

For example: Do not talk during instruction; Return all materials to place before 
leaving the class; Do your own work; No Put Downs!
B. Be ON TASK. Pay attention and follow instructions.
C. Aim to Success. Do your best to successfully complete the course. Aim for an “A”! 
Specific Rules
Class Entry: 
a. Enter the classroom only when you are ready to work and learn, even when you arrive early.

b. Check for given handouts at the service table.

c. Start answering the journal entry (white board, TV monitor).in your notebook.
d. Place your bagpack off the table, leaving only course materials on the desk.

End of Period: 
a. Return to your seat. Do not leave the class even after the bell rings, unless the teacher clearly dismissed the class. Any failure to do so will result in the delay of the entire class beyond the dismissal bell. 

b. You are held accountable for leaving your desk area clean above and under the desk. 

c. Make sure to return all class materials to their place. 

Irrelevant belongings:
a. Food is not allowed at any time in the classroom. Drinks are allowed, as long as bottles are not left behind. 
b. Irrelevant belongings such as cell phones, CD/MP3 players, headphones, make-up, magazines, games etc. will be confiscated without warning if seen by the teacher (even when turned off). They will be brought to the dean / AP at the end of the day, and may be picked up on the following day with parent escort. 

Participation: 
a. Keep quiet while the teacher or another student is addressing the class.
b. You are encouraged to participate in class discussions, ask for clarification or make relevant comments. Raise your hand to get the teacher’s permission to talk. 

c. Collaborative group tasks are a critical part of our course. Your contribution to your groups’ success is extremely important.

Forbidden areas in the class: 

a. Teacher’s Area is absolutely out of your reach at any time, including during labs! 
b. Storage/Preparation Room – forbidden access at any time for any purpose. 
c. Computers, unless they are clearly part of the lesson. 
.-----------(--- Please tear, sign, and return the slip to me. Thank you ------------------------------------------








Date: __________________

I read the course guidelines and will follow them in class.   

Student’s Name: __________________ Per: _____ Student’s signature__________________

I read the course description and behavioral guidelines. I will guide my son/daughter to follow them for the benefit of his/her success.
Parent’s Name: ____________________ Parent’s signature ____________________  
