Forging a National Economy

The Westward Movement

· America looked westward

· Emerson: “Europe stretches to the Alleghenies, America lies beyond.”

· The Demographic center of America now across the Alleghenies.

· Life was Grim for Pioneers Families

· people were poorly fed, ill clad

· lived in shanties

· victims of disease

· Geography isolated westerners making them *

· ill informed

· superstitious

· provincial

· individualistic

Shaping the Western Landscape

· Pioneers left exhausted land behind them

· In Kentucky cane was burned to create farmland

· Exploitation of west called “ecological imperialism”

· George Catlin 

· •
Suggested that Americans advocate the preservation of nature.

· Led to founding of Yellowstone Park in 1872.

The March of the Millions

· America’s population doubling every 25 years

· 1860 – 33 states 

· only 3 western nations w/ larger population

· 43 cities with 20,000 or more.

· Rapid urbanization created

· smelly slums

· feeble streetlights

· inadequate policing

· impure water

· foul sewage

· improper garbage disposal

· Increased population was only partly due to birthrate as immigration skyrocketed

· Immigration x3 in 1840s and x4 in 1850s

· Main immigrants of the period (old immigration) were the Irish and the Germans.

The Emerald Isle Moves West.

· Potato blight caused starvation in Ireland.

· ¼ died ~ 2 million

· thousands fled to America

· called black 40s or black 47

· Irelands greatest export at this time was people

· “Famine Irish” mainly moved to NE cities.

· Too poor to buy land livestock or move west.

· Protestant Bostonians regarded the Irish as a menace.

· Working for little pay by Irish upset native workers

· Business placed signed saying “no Irish need apply” (NINA)

· Irish formed Ancient order of Hibernians and Molly Maguires for protection.

· Eventually drawn into politics and gained control of political machines in the cities.

· Politicians will soon seek the Irish vote.

German 48ers

· Crop failures and political problems caused Germans to come to America.

· Germans were modestly wealthy compared to Irish – able to buy land.

· Able to prosper.

· Added Kentucky rifle, Conestoga wagons and Christmas trees to American culture.

· Better educated than western Americans.

· Supported public schools.

· Advocated arts and music.

· Were enemies of slavery.

Anti-foreignism

· Immigrant “rabble” inflamed prejudices of American “nativists.”

· “Nativists” – feared that these foreign hordes would outbreed, outvote and overwhelm native stock.

· “Nativist” afraid of Catholic Church.

· Formed groups like the “order of the Star Spangled Banner” and “Know-nothing” political party.

· Agitated for restrictions on immigration and naturalization.

· Burned catholic churches and spread stories about nuns and priests.

Results of Immigration

· immigrants made America pluralistic

· Immigrants helped America grow and increased wealth w/ out decreasing wealth of others.

The March of Mechanization

· Industrial revolution began in Britain in 1750.

· United States was originally slow to embrace machine.

· land initially cheap

· Before immigration flood labor was scarce.

· Capital was not easy to obtain

· Raw materials were undeveloped and undiscovered.

· Britain dominated American market with cheap goods.

· Britain had monopoly on textile machinery.

· Not until the middle of the 19th century did factory output in America exceed that of the farms.

Samuel Slater

· acclaimed as the “father of the factory system”

· Americans were paying bounties for information on British Manufacturing – Slater memorized plans for textile machinery and escaped to America.

· 1791 Slater put into operation first efficient spinning machinery in America.

· Cotton still expensive – took slave labor many hours to remove seeds from cotton.

Eli Whitney

· Invented simple cotton engine in 1793 – could easily remove seeds.

· Simple machine may have changed history as slave labor was dying out but now cotton farming profitable and slave labor needed to pick it.

· Both North and South profited from invention as northern merchants and Great Britain bought up cotton fibers.

· American phase of industrial revolution blossomed in textile mills.

· North turned away from farming – poor soil – areas like New England had waterpower necessary to drive machinery.

· South made money from cotton production but would boast very little manufacturing.

Marvels in Manufacturing

· American manufacturing spread slowly until 1807 but the embargo act, non-intercourse act and War of 1812 caused a demand for goods.

· Capital and labor were driven to the factory floor.

· Boomlet was broken as Britain dumped goods on America after the war.

· Tariff of 1816 provided some protection and allowed industry to spread again.

· Eli Whitney improved industry with concept of interchangeable parts – the basis of modern mass production.

· Legal changes for business also improved the Business environment.

· Concept of limited liability allowed greater concentration of capital.

· The Boston Associates were one of the earliest investment capital companies.

· Laws of “free incorporation” passed in NY allowed corporations without applying for a charter from state. (1848)

· Samuel Morse’s Telegraph (1844) tied the business world together with faster communication.

Workers & Wage Slaves

· Factory system replaced “domestic system” of work done at home and small shops.

· Factory owners got rich while workers wasted away

· hours long

· wages low

· small meals

· Buildings poorly ventilated, lighted or heated.

· Prevented from forming unions.

· Child Workers

· 1820 ½ industrial workers were children under 12.

· Whipped and exploited.

· Democracy of 1820s & 1830s helped working conditions improve.

· Working Man’s Parties brandished their vote, * and set goals of shorter hours, public education and the end of debtor’s prison.

· Martin Van Buren established 10 hr. work day for federal employees.

· 1830s and 1840s saw an increase in strikes which were often broken with the hiring of scabs.

· Early Labor gains were wiped out by Panic of 1837 as jobs dried up.

· 1842 in Commonwealth (of Massachusetts) vs. Hunt labor wins right to Organize.

Women and the Economy

· Lowell, Massachusetts employed New England farm girls to work in factories.

· supervised by matrons

· escorted to church

· forbidden to form unions

· Women would also take jobs as nurses and “feminize” the teaching profession.

· Most working women were single and left jobs upon marriage.

· Home enshrined in “cult of domesticity” which glorified the traditional functions of women as homemakers.

· Marriage  also changes as now based on “love” rather than “arrangement”

· Families grew smaller – closer knit child centered families form.

Western Farmers Reap a Revolution in the Fields

· Trans-Allegheny Region becomes nation’s breadbasket.

· Corn crop allowed South to grow even more cotton as food was shipped down the Mississippi.

· John Deere’s plow and Cyrus McCormick’s reaper made farming cheaper and less dependent on labor.

· Farmers sought larger markets.

Highways and Steamboats

· First major transportation project linking west to east was the Lancaster Turnpike in Pennsylvania. (1790s)*

· Many objected to east-west arteries funded by federal government on basis of state’s rights or believed that the roads bled eastern states of their populations.

· 1811 The US begins to building the national road but is interrupted by war.
· Steamboats become import during this time as well after Robert Fulton’s Clermont shows it can go up river on the Hudson.  

“Clinton’s Big Ditch” in New York

· New York financed the digging of the Erie Canal when the American system failed to generate federal funds.

· Erie Canal linked the Great Lakes with the Hudson inaugurating the canal building era.

· Canal helped bring down agricultural prices and forced many New England farmers to either move or change occupations.

The Iron Horse

· The Continental Economy was most significantly aided by the development of the railroad.

· Railroads were cheaper to build than canals and did not freeze in the winter.

· First railroad appeared in 1828 and by 1860 there was 30,000 miles of track.

· ¾ of track was in North.

Cables, Clipper, and Pony Riders

· Other forms of quick transportation and communication developed in the first half of the 19th century

· 1858 Cyrus Field stretched a cable from New Foundland to Ireland

· In the 1840s Boston Shipyards developed the clipper ship with sacrificed cargo space for speed – but captains made profits by hauling quickly.
· Efficient steamers would replace the Clipper by the Civil War

· The American west was also tied together through stagecoaches and the Pony Express.

The Market Revolution

· Transformed a subsistence economy into a national network of industry and commerce.

· Manufactured products would soon start to replace handmade products.

· Revolution in transportation and manufacturing brought prosperity to all but the gap between rich and poor widened.

· Millionaires start to emerge – John Jacob Astor.

· Cities bred economic inequality with many drifters coming to cities providing industrial labor.

· Social mobility was possible in America but examples are few.

· Wages did increase about 1% a year 1820-1860 perhaps preventing class conflict like that of Europe.

