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READING STUDY GUIDE CONTINUED

Influential Ideas and Beliefs
(page 278)

How important were Confucianism and
Daoism?

Confucian standards remained important in
Chinese government and learning. Today,
Confucius’ ideas are still followed in Chinese
villages. Confucianism also became very
important in Japan, Korea, and Vietnam.

Daoism had a lasting effect on China, too. By
the 500s A.D., it was a major religion. There were
Daoist priests, rituals, and many, many writings.
Unlike Confucianism, however, Daoism stayed
mainly in China.

2. How is Confucianism still important today?

Chinese Inventions and
Discoveries

(pages 279-280)

What advances did the Han make?

Ancient China had a huge and growing
population. It had to find ways to feed
everyone. Because of this, many important
Chinese inventions at this time were related to
farming.
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For example, the Chinese came up with
a better plow. They made improved farm
tools, too. These helped increase crops. The
invention of a collar harness helped horses
to pull heavier loads. The wheelbarrow made
it easier for farmers to move loads by hand.
Watermills used river power to grind grain.

The Chinese invented paper in A.D. 105.
Before that, books were made of silk. They
were very costly. Paper cost a lot less. It was
made from a mixture of rags, mulberry tree
bark, and hemp plant fibers. Now books
were more available. Paper was important for
keeping government records, too.

Silk was also an important discovery. It is
not only beautiful. It is also strong and long
lasting. Because it was so valued, it was an
excellent trade item. Silk brought silver and
gold to China. This was important because
China did not have much of these metals itself.
At one time, one pound of silk was worth one
pound of gold.

3. What inventions did the Han make that
improved farming?
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