Book Talk Hints-What does a “4” look like?

So you want to rock your book talk? Awesome! Here are some suggestions from the 2009 class taken from the Book Talk Rubric:
~Write/ or use bullets for the SUMMARY, CHARACTER ANALYSIS & SETTING on flashcards~~

Brief Plot Summary

· About 2  minutes for summary

· Hook opening-  You can start with a question to an audience or read exciting part!
· Start with background of story and what is going on- time period, date, setting

· If there is a historical event happening in the story, explain it

· Put in key points that move story along
Main Characters

· About 1 minute on Character analysis

· Character analysis- explain how they act, why they act, and their traits

· What character change happened in the story- did they grow up? Become stronger?

· Write a paragraph (don’t list, that’s a character description!!!)
· Tell whether they are a protagonist or antagonist, or both!

· Include up to 5 main characters if you have a lot in your story
Setting

· About 45 sec. to 1 min.  for setting

· Thorough description- describe where and why the setting takes place- Batman in Gotham
· Did the author create a mood with the setting- Batman in the night

· Tell the year,  and time period

· Setting tells why the protagonist is who she/he is!

· Write a paragraph 

Presentation Length
· Try to aim to 5 minutes 15 seconds total - you will go faster in front of the class

· Practice, practice, practice- more than 4 times before you present! Practice the night before
· Write everything down that you want to say

· Time yourself

Speaking Skills

· Introduce yourself,  your book,  and author  in the beginning 

· Use eye contact, don’t look down
· TALK LOUD!! Louder than you think!!! 

· Use different tones when you speak- don’t be monotone
· Stand straight, and look at crowd as much as possible
· Don’t say, “ I don’t remember!”, “Um”, or “you know”, or ‘…. And , yeah!”

·  “Say thank you for your time” at the end
Sales Job
· Convince audience to read your book

· “If you want to know more, then you’ll have to read the book!” - but don’t say convincing statements in the middle of your summary, it’s weird!
· Quotes from other reviews about your book that make it look good!

· Tell if the book has gotten any awards- Google “Reviews of__(your book)______”
· Tell of other books written by author (sequels)

·  State where you can buy or library check out the book 
Originality of Book Product

“Evidence of high level reading comprehension demonstrated through original product...”
· Students recommend you show and talk about product last in presentation

· Spend about 1 minute on product explaining it during your Book Talk

· You do your own work

· Be creative: take time!  It should  NOT  look like you did it the night before 

· Neat, time’s put into it, colored neatly- makes sense, not monochromatic

· Connect every part of product to your book

Book Talk Product 

“Product details are related to book and encourage audience to read it”

· Your product relates to book with lots of information about the story

· Symbolism ties to story and has meaning

· Persuade audience to read it, “I couldn’t put the book down”, “I spent all my waking time devouring the pages”, “Once you start reading, you won’t be able to stop!”

· Explain the genre- realistic fiction, science fiction, biography, etc….

· Leave cliff hangers- tell exciting parts

Ideas for you to use as a Possible Book Talk Product:

· Garbage Can Book Report (see Ms. Apperson for outline)

· PowerPoint presentation

· Create your own Game board-include directions, playing pieces, direction cards (like in monopoly)- see Ms. Apperson for game board

· Write a Song- write the lyrics and music and perform it in class

· Write a 4 stanza poem

· Do a Cereal Box Book Report (see Ms. Apperson for outline)

· Create a diorama with attached summary

· Act it! Give a summary speech from the perspective of one the characters in the book-don’t forget to dress up!

· Create a brochure- include a map of the land, a written summary, main character analysis, picture(s) of   a character

· Make a poster

· Make a map

· Make a mobile- include main characters, map of place, and an attached summary
· See examples in class from other students!
