Freshman (9th Grade) Summer Reading List: 

For Students Enrolled in Regular 10th Grade English this September

Alias—Mary Elizabeth Ryan provides a suspenseful mystery and coming of age story.  Toby searches to discover why 

he and his mother may never live a normal life.

All That Glitters—V.C. Andrews continues a story of a poor-Cajun-girl-turned-New Orleans-socialite Ruby 

Landry and the dark, forbidden secrets of their family. 

An Abundance of Katherines—John Green.  Colin Singleton is a child prodigy who has been in relationships with 18 girls - all named Katherine. Devastated by his most recent break-up, he heads on an amusing road trip with his friend Hassan.  

Armageddon Summer—Jane Yolen and Bruce Coville  Two teenagers meet during the preparation of their families 

for the end of the world.

Beekeeper’s Apprentice—Laurie R. King - Sherlock Holmes takes on a young, female apprentice in this delightful 

and well-wrought historical fiction novel set during World War I.

C Is for Corpse—Sue Grafton  Detective Kinsey Milhone vows to find the killer of a young man who was under her 

protection.

Children of the River—Linda Crew  - This powerful novel tells the story of teenage Sundra, who flees with her aunt’s 

family from the Khmer Rouge to a small Oregon town.

Cold Fire—Dean Koontz  Teacher, Jim Ironheart, is being controlled by some unknown forces. He joins forces with a 

jaded reporter to find out who it is and why they’re controlling him.

Dolphins of Pern—Anne McCaffrey - Two boys, one dragonrider, re-establish crucial contact with the sapient 

dolphins—the legendary “shipfish” of Pern.

Ender’s Game—Orson Scott Card - After the Earth is twice attacked by aliens, the world government begins breeding 

military geniuses, one of whom is Ender Wiggin.

Falling Leaves—Yen Mah - This memoir is an unforgettable story of a courageous woman’s triumph over despair in a 

lifelong search for acceptance, love, and understanding.

It’s Kind of a Funny Story – Ned Vizzini – Unable to handle the pressures of his life, an ambitious New York City


 teenager gets himself checked into a mental hospital, where he must confront the sources of his anxiety.

Jesse—Gary Soto - A young teen ventures on a quest to better himself.

The Kitchen God’s Wife—Amy Tan - The novel relates the story of Jiang Weili (Weiwei) from the time she was six 

years old in the China of 1925 through the present, in which she is the widowed matriarch of an extended Chinese family living in San Francisco.

Monster—Walter Dean Myers - Sixteen year-old Steve Harmon, on trial as an accomplice to a murder, records his trial 

in the form of a film script as he tries to sort out who he is and what is real.

Parallel Journeys—Eleanor Ayer, et al - Explores the autobiographies of two people who had different experiences 

during the Holocaust and how they survived.

The Return—Sonia Levitin - The trip of freedom by a fifteen-year-old Ethiopian Jew from the Sudan to Isreal.

Shadow of the Dragon—Sherry Garland - Two Vietnamese-American boys confront gangs in their high school.

She Walks These Hills—Sharyn McCrumb - An old woman in a Tennessee mountain community helps trail an 

escaped killer.

Talking to Dragons—Patricia Wrede - A prince is secretly raised by his mother in hopes that he can reunite his 

kingdom.

Whirligig—Paul Fleischman - Offered a chance to atone for causing the death of young girl, sixteen-year-old Brent 

undertakes a rite of repentance, journeying to the four corners of the U.S. Building whirligigs.

You Belong to Me—Mary Higgins Clark - A call-in radio show psychologist becomes tangled in a web of serial 

killing.
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