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From the Principal... 

KnowalotMore 
The Monthly Newsletter for Cranbury Families    

Robin Williams Ives, Principal  

Readers become Leaders  
 

òReading as a Winter Sportó 
Since our late October snowfall weõve seen little of the 

white stuff, but we know itõs on its way and with it will come 

days filled with winter sports.  I have my snowshoes ready, 

and I know that many of our Cranbury kids enjoy skiing, 

sledding, and engaging in snow-building.  Thereõs many days, 

however, when itõs just too cold or the blizzard-like winds 

make it impossible to pursue oneõs athletic interestséééor 

is it?  Reading can be the best winter sport for exercising 

your childõs brain.  In fact research shows that kids who 

are avid readers are more successful in school and in life 

because reading is necessary for most everything we learn 

and do. 

 

There are many ways that you can help your child to pursue 

this sport and you can start this month by encouraging 

their participation in our annual Cranbury Read -a-Thon.  

Prior to the February break all students will receive their 

packet. For those of you who are new to Cranbury this 

      (Continued on page 2) 

February 2012  

Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 
will be taking the state mandated                    

Connecticut Mastery Test,  
March 5th ï March 16th  

Cranbury PTO URL: http://teacherweb.com/CT/Cranbury/CranburyPTO  
 

Cranbury School URL: http://portal.norwalkps.org/schools/cranbury/

  

  
 

 FEBRUARY 

CALENDAR  
  

  

Feb. 1 - 29 

Read-A-Thon 

 

 

 

 

Feb. 2 - 3 

Cranbury Science Fair  

 

 

 

 

Sat. Feb. 4  

Skating with the Stars  

 

 

 

 

 Thurs. Feb. 9  

PTO Meeting  

7pm Library  

 

 

 

 

Feb. 17 - 21 

Vacation   
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reading challenge is also a fundraiser.  

This year our goal is to complete the 

purchase of an òELMOó document 

projector for every classroom in the 

school. As a result of last yearõs Cranbury 

Read-a-Thon we were able to outfit every 

grade level with two 

projection systems!   

 

Developing your childõs 

reading skills in 

February will help them 

with our 100 Book, now 

renamed the 100 

òstepó (15 minutes of 

reading) Challenge which has already 

started in school but will extend to a home 

program in mid March. Additional details 

will be outlined in the March 

KnowalotMore and our teachers will be 

sharing information at your March parent -

teacher conference.  

 

So get out your books, your Kindle or your 

Nook and help your child become an 

expert in the sport reading!  Let the 

challenge begin! 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

PTO Meeting  
 

Thursday, February 16th  

at 7pm  
Babysitting will be provided!  

Science 

Fair 

News !  
 

This yearôs Cranbury Science Fair 
has been scheduled for February 
2nd and 3rd. Come take a look 

at the amazing projects that 
students have put together! 

 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION WILL 

TAKE PLACE IN APRIL.  

 

PLEASE CHECK THE KNOWALOTMORE IN 

MARCH FOR THE DATES!! 

March KnowalotMore!  
 

The deadline for the 

March òKnowalotMoreó  

is Friday,  

February 10th.  

 

Submit articles to 

knowalot@optonline.net  
 

THANK YOU!  
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* 

* 
* 

When: February 4th, 5:00 -7:30 pm 
Where: Longshore Park Skating Rink  

Westport, CT  
Cost: $10 per person  

 (Cost includes skate rental and hot cocoa!)  
Food and snacks will be available for purchase at the concession stand.  

For more information, contact  
Tom Keegan, silvershield@gmail.com  
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As P.T.O. Co-Secretaries our 
responsibilities are to take the minutes at 
the monthly P.T.O. Board and General 
meetings.  We take turns alternating 
months.  In addition to our 
Board responsibilities, we 
also volunteer with in our 
childrenôs classrooms and 
at P.T,O Events. Combined 
we bring 24 years of 
volunteering at Cranbury 
School. Donna  started 
when her oldest son was 3 
in the pre-school. He is now 
in eleventh grade!  

 
Dana started her PTO career 
back when her oldest daughter was in 
second grade.  She was the Enrichment 
Coordinator for a few years with her baby 
boy in tow, Jason , who is now a 5th  

grader.  Those colorful Araboolies hanging 
in the gym and library were from way back 
when.  Then she spent a couple of years 
as President leading a fantastic board of 
dedicated volunteers.  This was the first 
time she was privileged to have Donna as 
her partner in the form of her Vice 
President.   

 
She took a break from being on the board 
but stayed involved as room mom and 
coordinating the decorations for the Gala 
for the past couple of years.  Now both girls 
will be in high school next year and that 
baby boy will be graduating from Cranbury 
this spring.  She will ending her time at 
Cranbury very happy to be back with her 
partner Donna as co-secretary. 

 
Ask Dana and she will tell you ñI have 
made terrific friends being part of the PTO 

through the years and it feels great knowing 
that I have been working to make Cranbury 
a better place for my kids.ò  Cranbury is 
fortunate having  had Dana serve on the 

PTO and as a volunteer 
for the past decade. 

 
Donna has a 3rd grade 
son, Tommy in Mrs. 
Bruce'sô class.  Tommy is 
the youngest of her 3 
sons.  He literally grew up 
in the halls of 
Cranbury.  He made his 
first appearance that at 
the ripe old age of 2 
weeks and hasnôt left since! 

 
Donna has held several positions on the 
PTO Board. Her first position was Volunteer 
Coordinator and since then she has done 
Fundraising and Vice President to name a 
few.  Donna is the member with the most 
PTO experience.  Often when someone has 
a question it is answered with ñgo ask 
Donna, sheôll know where it is, how to fix it, 
how it was done in the past, etc.ñ  
Donna feels that being back partnered with 
Dana is such  a pleasure and we will miss 
her here at Cranbury.  However, she is sure 
they will partner again, both having 2 
children each at Norwalk High.  She also 
feels the friends she has made through the 
years volunteering has just been so 
rewarding and looks forward to a couple 
more years here volunteering and making 
valuable contributions to the Cranbury 
Community.   

 
If ever you have a question about any 
volunteer or Board position just ask Donna 
or Dana.  Theyôre happy to talk you anytime. 

 

 

Donna Brown (l) and Dana Gorman (r) 
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February 1 -29:  
 

 

 

February 4th:  
 

 

 

 

 
March 2nd  
 

 

 

 

March 25th:  
 

 

 

 

May 19th:  
 

February 4th, 5:00 -7:30 pm 
Longshore Park Skating Rink  

Westport, CT  
$10 per person  

For more information, contact  
Tom Keegan, silvershield@gmail.com  

For more information, contact  
Anne Marie Martini  
amluch21@aol.com  

For more information, contact  
Tom Keegan,  

silvershield@gmail.com  

Sunday, March 25th  
5:30 ï 7:30pm 

Rip Van Winkle, Norwalk  
For more info contact 

Blaire Anderson,  
Blaire@windsorresources.com 

Quattro Pazzi Restaurant 
Oak Hills Park, Norwalk, CT 

 
Contact Barbara Meyer -Mitchell  
Barbara@Meyer -Mitchell.com  

for more information 

mailto:Blaire@windsorresources.com
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Students will experience an amazing feeling of 
excitement and happiness through Brazilian 
dancers that will have them wanting to move, 
clap and sing throughout the whole 
performance. The 
children will be invited 
to try one of the dances 
within the 
performance.   They will 
not only watch the 
dancers but also 
experience for 
themselves how simple 
it is to learn about other 
peopleôs cultures 
through participating in 
dancing, singing and 
speaking another language. This will give them 
an amazing feeling of accomplishment that will 
have them smiling for the rest of the day and 
cherishing Brazil and the Brazilian culture 
forever. 
 

This professional ensemble perform a colorful, 
crowd-pleasing repertoire of Afro-Brazilian 
dances that fuse rhythmic music with high-
energy gymnastics and martial arts. The 

ensemble performs 
Capoeira, a martial art dance 
form developed in Brazil by 
16th-Century slaves that is 
punctuated by fast footwork, 
daring leaps, and split 
second timing. Also featured 
are Maculele, a stick dance 
created by African slaves 
working on Brazilian 
sugarcane plantations, and 
Samba, Brazilôs national 
dance. 

 
Ginga Brasileira will inspire students to express 
themselves through movement, and empower 
them to cultivate a deeper understanding of 
expression in other cultures. 

The Cranbury PTO wishes you a  
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Cranbury PTO 

 Only $10!  

Announcing a unique way to wish your child a Happy Birthday!  
The Cranbury Parent Teacher Organization is continuing a wonderful fundraising program - 
an original Happy Birthday Sign  crafted especially for Cranbury School!  
 
The sign will be located outside of the school for display     
throughout the day (including drop off and pick up).  
 
Please fill out the form below to participate in this program. All 
forms + $10 payment (cash or check) must be received at 
least one week before the posting date in order to  
guarantee a spot on the sign. 

 

 Thereôs no need to wait!  
Submit this form for all of your kids!  

 

 
 

CHILDôS FIRST NAME: 
__________________________________________ 
(Max. 11 spaces, please print clearly) 
 
 

CHILDôS TEACHER/GRADE:_____________________________________ 

 
 

BIRTHDAY:___________________________________________________ 
(If Birthday falls on a weekend, holiday or during the summer, use the date youôd like the name to appear on the sign) 

 
 

AGE CHILD WILL BE ON HIS/HER BIRTHDAY:______________________ 
 
 

PARENTôS SIGNATURE:________________________________________ 
 
 

PARENTôS CONTACT INFO:_____________________________________ 

 
Iôve enclosed:                                                             Check  (made out to the Cranbury PTO)           Cash                          

 

Call Tracy Trenck with questions!  203.956 -9662 or email tracy@trenck.com  

Birthday Sign  

1 



 

Page 8                                                              KnowalotMore  

 

 

 
 
 

The 2012 Cranbury  

Read- A- Thon  
& Fundraiser!  

 

February 1 st  ð February 29 th  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Last yearõs Read-A-Thon was  

a smash hit with students. We raised 

over $4,292! With that money, we 

purchased 4 ELMOõs to go along with 

existing Smart Boards or projection 

systems and 2 bundles (ELMO + 

projection systems).  

 

This yearõs goal is to raise more money 

to support the technology needs of our 

school. 2012õs theme is 

 òTake the Lead and Read!ó  
 

Time to start reading 

Cranbury!  

 
 

 
 
 

Fall Box Tops  
***Contest Update***  

 

Congratulations Cranbury Clippers! We 

have earned $644  dollars this year and 

already have another $660 saved for the 

next collection on March 1.  If we can 

collect another $200 by the end of 

February we will make our goal of $1500 

for the year!  Itõs been wonderful seeing 

all the envelopes and bags come in each 

day. Your support is helping our PTO 

support the school, students and staff 

and the efforts are truly appreciated.  

 

Miss Johnsonõs class won our first 

contest and celebrated with a movie and 

ice cream.  After February break we will 

announce the next winneré 

 

We are also continuing to collect Labels 

for Education, and Tyson A+ labels, so 

send those in too!  

 

Thanks Cranbury for making this 

fundraiser so successful!!  

 

Jen Cobbs, Box Tops Coordinator  
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