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From the Principal... 

KnowalotMore 
The Monthly Newsletter for Cranbury Families    

Robin Williams Ives, Principal 

Readers become Leaders 
 

“What to Look Forward to in 2012” 
In schools we have the rare opportunity to experience two 

“beginnings of the year” every year.  The first comes with 

the opening of school and the second when the New Year 

begins.  With both we get to experience and capitalize on 

the momentum and enthusiasm of making plans for the year 

ahead.  So with 2012 now here there are many exciting and 

challenging activities to look forward to at Cranbury 

School: 
 

Reading will continue to be the main event!  We have 

started our 100 Book Challenge in the classrooms, 

grades K-5.   Students are participating in daily 

independent reading, logging their time and keeping 

track in 15 minute steps. Teachers will be giving 

awards, number tags for students’ backpack chains, 

for 10, 25, 50, 75, and 100 steps.  Beginning in April 

through the rest of the school year, students will 

earn steps for reading time at home and in school. 

 

In February we will hold our annual PTO Read-a-thon.  

Details for participation will be sent home. Funds 

raised will go directly to the purchase of ELMO 

document projectors with a goal of having this 

technology in every classroom by the end of this 

school year! 

      (Continued on page 2) 

January 2012 

 

Cranbury PTO URL: http://teacherweb.com/CT/Cranbury/CranburyPTO 
 

Cranbury School URL: http://portal.norwalkps.org/schools/cranbury/

  

 JANUARY 

CALENDAR 
  

  

Fri. Jan, 13 

Science Fair  

Applications  

Due 
 

Mon, Jan. 16 

No school 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day 
 

Thurs. Jan. 19 

PTO Meeting 

7pm 

Library 
 

Fri. Jan. 27 

Bingo Night 

7pm 
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A hallmark of this time of year is “assessments”.  In grades K-2 

the emphasis will be on mid year progress in Language Arts and 

Mathematics with individualized and class assessments given.  The 

students in grades 3-5 will take assessments based on CMT skills 

and teachers will use the results to 

determine preparation instruction and 

review. 

 

The Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) will be administered in 

grades 3-5 in March.  This is a very important measure of 

your child’s achievement compared to the school, the 

district and the state.   The CMT begins on March 5th and 

ends on March 20th.  It is critical that parents not take 

their children out of school during this period!   

 

Parents will be invited to meet with teachers for their 

child’s second progress report conference March 12th – 

March 30th.  This is the most important conference of the 

year when parents will learn about their child’s mid-year 

progress and plan with the teacher to ensure continuous 

improvement.  

 

So mark your calendars or better yet post this list on your 

refrigerator so that you and your kids will be ready for all 

that is coming at Cranbury School in 2012. 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

PTO Meeting 
 

Thursday, January 19th, 7pm 

Cranbury School Library 

   

 Babysitting will be provided! 
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Cranbury’s Giving Tree! 
 

 Thanks to all those families who 

so kindly contributed a gift from 

the “Giving Tree” last month. 

Your generosity is greatly 

appreciated by the Cranbury 

Community.  

The Deadline for       

  February’s    

  “KnowalotMore” is  
 

Saturday, January 15th! 
 

Please submit all articles to  

knowalot@optonline.net  

“Brain Challenge” the Ultimate  
Live TV Game Show  

Comes to Cranbury January 20th 

 

Cranbury students will take part in a 
ȰÌÉÖÅȱ 46 ÓÈÏ× ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÇÁÍÅ 
show “Brain Challenge” comes to 
Cranbury on January 20th.  Students will 
put their knowledge to the test during 
this educational and entertaining 
program. The show is a combination of 
ÁÇÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ Ȱ*ÅÏÐÁÒÄÙȱȟ Ȱ#ÏÌÌÅÇÅ 
"Ï×Ìȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ"ÅÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÌÏÃËȱȢ 
 
 Ȱ"ÒÁÉÎ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȱ ÉÓ Á ÓÉÍÕÌÁÔÅÄȟ Ȱ,ÉÖÅȱ 
TV game show complete with show host, 
referee, chase lighting, electronic scoring, 
background music, lockout opponent 
buzzer systems, countdown clock and the 
team building physical challenge round.  
 
Everyone gets involved during the show. 
Over 2,000 questions (written by 
teachers) are on hand in 10 school 
subjects.  The students will experience 
the feeling of being part of a live game 
show while using their brain power.  

 

 
Congratulations to Miss Johnson's 
class for winning the Fall Box Tops 
contest! They will have a movie and 
popcorn party for their efforts.   
 
I really want to applaud everyone's 
effort for this important fundraiser. We 
turned in $644 in late October and 
since then we have collected 
$520!  The second and final collection 
for this year is March 1, so I hope we 
can all keep clipping and meet our goal 
of $1500 for our school! 
 
Donôt forgetðyou can still collect labels 
and box tops to help us reach this goal! 
On the last two pages of this newsletter 
there are two collection formsðone for 
Labels for Education and the other is a 
Winter Box Top form.  Couldnôt be 
easier! 
   -Jen Cobbs 
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When I offered to work with Tom Keegan on the 

Fundraising activities for Cranbury School PTO back 

in August, I had no idea what a vibrant community I 
was stepping into.  My daughter, Nina, is in Mrs. 

Dalyôs Kindergarten class.  As I have volunteered at 

or attended events, I have been struck by the ñsmall 

town feelò of our Cranbury School community.  

Norwalk may be the sixth largest city in Connecticut, 

but our little corner feels like a village where 

neighbors help each other out and everyone feels a 

bit like family.  Which is a good thing, because 
everyone knows it ñtakes a villageò to raise our 

children, together.  I have also been very impressed 

by the parents who have stepped up to lead and 

support our events.   

 

As Iôm sure you know, the Fundraising activities of 

the PTO are crucial to our work to support the hard 
work our teachers are doing.  The PTO brings the 

enrichment programs that our kids enjoy, like Blue 

Jupiter and Huga Tuga Reading Rocks.  We also help 

pay for materials for the classroom, including 

workbooks and electronics that help our teachers 

bring the learning alive for our kids.  Did you know 

we give each teacher startup funds to buy extra 
materials for the classroom budgets?  The PTO also 

helps pay for field trips and special events.  In short, 

without the funds raised by the PTO, our school 

would lose so many of the things that make it the 

special place it is.   

  

This winter and spring we are planning a bundle of 

fun ways to support Cranbury School.  Whether you 
participate in Bingo Night in January, the Readathon  

and our skating party in February, the Book Fair in 

March, MacDonaldôs night in April, or the Spring 

Gala in May, we so appreciate you and your 

willingness to be a part of this important work, 

whether as a chairperson, volunteer or participant. 

 
As co-chair of fundraising this year, I am especially 

interested in NEW IDEAS for ways that we can 

raise money for the school while having fun, and not 

overtaxing our community.  Ghandi said ñBe the 

change you want to see in the worldò.  In that spirit, 

if you want to help improve the way our PTO meets 

its fiscal responsibilities, please jump in and bring 
your thoughts to the table.  If you have an idea, 

please stop me at anytime at school, or drop me a 

line.    For Example, Deb 

Smeriglio came to the PTO 

meeting in November with a 

great idea for a skating party, 

and we are all going to enjoy 

the event, Iôm sure! 

 

One event that I especially 

want to draw your 

attention to is the Gala, our 

Spring Fling, to be held on May 19
th

 at Quattro 

Pazzi at the Oak Hills Park Golf Course.  This 

fun event will be a great way for us to celebrate a 
wonderful year as it winds to a close, with food, fun, 

silent and live auctions in a beautiful setting.  Please 

invite your friends and family to join us!  Letôs 

make this party a celebration to remember, and you 

never know what you might snag at the auction!  

Letôs bring our whole village together to support the 

school and our children. 
 

On the following page is a gala volunteer sheet.  It 

would be an incredible statement of support for the 

school if we could have 100% participation, in 

whatever way is possible, in the preparation of this 

important Cranbury School Event.  Whether you can 

bring your time, your connections, your skills, or 

your friends and family to the mix, every one of us 
has something important to contribute.  Please, take 

the time to fill out this form and return it in your 

folder. 

 

I wish you and your  family a Happy and Healthy 

2012, and I canôt wait to work with you to make it a 

Happy New Year at Cranbury School. 
 

Barbara Meyer-Mitchell 

Barbara@Meyer-Mitchell.com 

646-263-7330 

 

mailto:Barbara@Meyer-Mitchell.com
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 Dear Cranbury Families,  
 
The gala committee is excited to begin 
planning the 2012 Spring Gala, our largest 
PTO fundraising event of the year, and we 
need your help to make it a success. How 
can I help, you ask?  First, please consider 
joining the gala committee to have fun as we 
create a memorable evening for the school 
community.  Second, please consider 
making or soliciting donations for the 
auction.  Here are some helpful hints: 
 

What is auctioned? 
 
Gift Baskets ï Baskets created with items 
donated by parents or businesses that are 
similar or themed, such as a movie night 
basket, game night basket, ice cream basket, 
coffee break basket, craft basket, cooking/
baking basket, baby basket, or a sports 
basket.  You get the ideaé 
 

Gift Certificates ï Gift Certificates for 
entertainment, sports, restaurants, 
massages, salon services, hotels and travel.  
Also, a more personal do-it-yourself service 
such as yard cleanup, haircuts, knitting 
lessons, delivery of a meal or baked goods, 
catering for a dinner party, a cooking lesson, 
art lesson, fishing lesson, or whatever special 
skill or craft you can teach someone else or 
service you can provide.  Also, if you or a 
family member has a vacation destination 
that you could donate for a weekend or a 
week, that would be an amazing addition to 
our auction offerings. 
 

How can you contribute? 
 
1) Contact local businesses you frequent.  
Consider asking businesses that you visit 
often for a donation.  Perhaps you could 
carry a few copies in your car or purse ï 
that way you always have it when the 
perfect moment strikes to ask for a 
donation.  For instance, as you do your 
holiday shopping, when eating at a 

restaurant, or getting your regular trim, 
please think to ask for donations as you are 
checking out.  Finally, be sure to list your 
name as the solicitor, so we know who to 
contact regarding the donation.   If you are a 
top solicitor, weôll take you out for coffee! 
 
2) You can donate any new unopened 
item.  Do you have childrenôs toys hidden 
somewhere that were never opened?  Do you 
have other new, unopened items stashed 
away that are not of use to you?  Please 
consider donating them for the auction.  We 
can take like items and create wonderful gift 
baskets.  Or perhaps you have several items 
or are willing to purchase them to create your 
own gift basket. 
 
3) Share your 
special skill 
or craft.  
Please 
consider 
donating your 
time or an item 
related to your special craft or skill. 
 

Your contribution will go a long way toward 
helping us reach our fundraising goals.  Even 

the smallest item helps as we can 
combine your gifts with those of others. 

 
If you have any questions or a donation, 
please feel free to contact 
lcclaudio@optonline.net or Barbara@Meyer-
Mitchell.com.  The committee can collect and 
hold your donations as you obtain them, or 
you can hold them until the spring, closer to 
the event.  You can also leave small 
certificates with accompanying forms in the 
GALA box in the school office. 
 
Thank you so much for helping us to get a 

jump on this important event! 
 

Sincerely, 
The 2012 Spring Gala Committee  

mailto:lcclaudio@optonline.net
mailto:Barbara@Meyer-Mitchell.com
mailto:Barbara@Meyer-Mitchell.com
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The 2012 Read -A-Thon 

is Almost Here!  

  

February 1st thru February 29th.   
 

This year’s theme will be 

“Take the Lead and Read.”   

Get pledges for the 

minutes you read and raise 

money for our school.  All 

of the details and forms will be 

distributed the last week of January.  

In order to grow our book carts, 

donations of any “gently used” books 

will be collected during the month. 

Science Fair 

News!  
 

Hereôs a reminder that Science 
Fair applications are due by 

January 13th, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendar: 
-Cranbury Science Fair 

February 2nd & 3rd 
-District Science Fair (Ponus) 
February 6th, 7th and 8th 

 Contact Blaire Anderson, blaire@windsorresources.com  

or Maria Cappadonna, rmryan@optonline.net  
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Cranbury PTO 

 Only $10!  

Announcing a unique way to wish your child a Happy Birthday!  
The Cranbury Parent Teacher Organization is continuing a wonderful fundraising program - 
an original Happy Birthday Sign crafted especially for Cranbury School!  
 
The sign will be located outside of the school for display     
throughout the day (including drop off and pick up).  
 
Please fill out the form below to participate in this program. All 
forms + $10 payment (cash or check) must be received at 
least one week before the posting date in order to  
guarantee a spot on the sign. 

 

 Thereôs no need to wait!  
Submit this form for all of your kids! 

 

 
 

CHILDôS FIRST NAME: 
__________________________________________ 
(Max. 11 spaces, please print clearly) 
 
 

CHILDôS TEACHER/GRADE:_____________________________________ 

 
 

BIRTHDAY:___________________________________________________ 
(If Birthday falls on a weekend, holiday or during the summer, use the date youôd like the name to appear on the sign) 

 
 

AGE CHILD WILL BE ON HIS/HER BIRTHDAY:______________________ 
 
 

PARENTôS SIGNATURE:________________________________________ 
 
 

PARENTôS CONTACT INFO:_____________________________________ 

 
Iôve enclosed:                                                             Check (made out to the Cranbury PTO)           Cash                          

 

Call Tracy Trenck with questions!  203.956 -9662 or email tracy@trenck.com  

Birthday Sign  

1 
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 Cranbury School Presentsé. 

* 

* 
* 

When: February 4th, 5:30 -7:30 pm 
Where: Longshore Park Skating Rink  

Westport, CT  
Cost: $10 per person  

 (Cost includes skate rental and hot cocoa!)  
Food and snacks will be available for purchase at the concession stand.  

For more information, contact  
Tom Keegan, silvershield@gmail.com  
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January 2012  

Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  

2 

No  
School 

3 4 5 6 

9 10 11 12 13 

Science Fair 
Applications due 

16 

No  
School 

17 18 19 

PTO Meeting     
at 7pm 

20 

23 24 25 26 27 

BINGO!  
                    

30 31    

January 2012  

Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  

2 

No  
Escuela 

3 4 5 6 

9 10 11 12 13 

Ultimo Dia de entrega 

de aplicaciones para 

la feria de Ciencia 

16 

No  
Escuela 

17 18 19 

Reunión con PTO 
7:00pm Librer²a  

20 

23 24 25 26 27 

Noche de 

BINGO!  
30 31    
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