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From the Principal...

Readers become Leaders

"What to Look Forward to in 2012"

In schools we have the rare opportunity to experience two
"beginnings of the year" every year. The first comes with
the opening of school and the second when the New Year
begins. With both we get to experience and capitalize on
the momentum and enthusiasm of making plans for the year
ahead. So with 2012 now here there are many exciting and
challenging activities to look forward to at Cranbury
School:

Reading will continue to be the main event! We have
started our 100 Book Challenge in the classrooms,
grades K-5. Students are participating in daily
independent reading, logging their time and keeping
track in 15 minute steps. Teachers will be giving
awards, number tags for students’' backpack chains,
for 10, 25, 50, 75, and 100 steps. Beginning in April
through the rest of the school year, students will
earn steps for reading time at home and in school.

In February we will hold our annual PTO Read-a-thon.
Details for participation will be sent home. Funds
raised will go directly to the purchase of ELMO
document projectors with a goal of having this
technology in every classroom by the end of this
school year!

(Continued on page 2)

Cranbury PTO URL: http://teacherweb.com/CT/Cranbury/CranburyPTO
Cranbury School URL: http://portal.norwalkps.org/schools/cranbury/
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(Continued from page 1)

A hallmark of this fime of year is "assessments”. In grades K-2
the emphasis will be on mid year progress in Language Arts and
Mathematics with individualized and class assessments given. The
students in grades 3-5 will fake assessments based on CMT skills
and teachers will use the results to

determine preparation instruction and

review.

The Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) will be administered in
grades 3-5 in March. This is a very important measure of
your child's achievement compared to the school, the
district and the state. The CMT begins on March 5™ and
ends on March 20™. It is critical that parents not take
their children out of school during this period!

Parents will be invited to meet with teachers for their
child's second progress report conference March 12™ -
March 30™. This is the most important conference of the
year when parents will learn about their child's mid-year
progress and plan with the teacher to ensure continuous
improvement.

So mark your calendars or better yet post this list on your
refrigerator so that you and your kids will be ready for all

that is coming at Cranbury School in 2012.
PTO Meeting

N
Thursday, January 19th, 7pm :% %

Cranbury School Library JoinUs =

Babysitting will be provided! 2" a\
{
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Congratulations to Miss Johnson's
class for winning the Fall Box Tops
contest! They will have a movie and
popcorn party for their efforts.

| really want to applaud everyone's
effort for this important fundraiser. We
turned in $644 in late October and
since then we have collected

$520! The second and final collection
for this year is March 1, so | hope we
can all keep clipping and meet our goal
of $1500 for our school!

Dondt 0fyou can still collect labels
and box tops to help us reach this goal!
On the last two pages of this newsletter
there are two collection formsd one for
Labels for Education and the other is a
Wi nter Box Top f orn
easier!

-Jen Cobbs

The Deadline for
February's
"KnowalotMore" is

Saturday, January 15th!

Please submit all articles to
knowalot@optonline.net

Enrichment News!

“Brain Challenge” the Ultimate
Live TV Game Show
Comes to Cranbury January 20th

Cranbury students will take partin a

Ol EOAS6 46 OEIT x xEAT
show “Brain Challenge” comes to
Cranbury on January 20th. Students will
put their knowledge to the test during

this educational and entertaining

program. The show is a combination of
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TV game show complete with show host,
referee, chase lighting, electronic scoring,
background music, lockout opponent

buzzer systems, countdown clock and the
team building physical challenge round.

Everyone gets involved during the show.
n Over 2,600 guestdonsq writtén by
teachers) are on hand in 10 school
subjects. The students will experience
the feeling of being part of a live game
show while using their brain power.

1. 2.8.2.6.6.0.0.6.0.060.000006008600086.0.¢
Cranbury’s Giving Tree!

Thanks to all those families who
so kindly contributed a gift from
the "Giving Tree" last month.
Your generosity is greatly
appreciated by the Cranbury
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) FAMILY BINGO/"'#“\’\)

NIGHT \

at Cranbury School

** PRIZES ARE KID/FAMILY ORIENTED **
Friday, January 27, 2012
Doors open at 6:30 PM

2 A
«v\%‘f‘,@z:‘ BINGO from 7:00 — 8:30 PM Set
e . W 0y, . e
oo™ WE BET YOU KNOW OUR BINGO CALLERS!! ena;,Zed

** You guessed it — Cranbury Staff & Teachers **
Admission Package: $5.00 per player

Admission Includes: 1 BINGO sheet (3 cards on a sheet) for
all ‘Regular’ games plus “Light” Drinks and snacks.

Optional: A “Special Prize Package” for 2 additional games played throughout
the evening is available for $3.00. You get 1 BINGO sheet
(3 cards on a sheet) per game. This is NOT included in Admission Package.

We will be selling dot markers (daubers) for $1 or you can bring your own.

THIS YEAR WE WELCOME ANY DONATIONS OF PRIZES LIKE NEW GAMES,
SPORTS EQUIPMENT, TOYS, CRAFT SUPPLIES ETC...EVEN IF YOU CAN
DONATE BOTTLED WATER OR FOOD THAT WOULD BE A BIG HELP! LET US
KNOW IN YOUR RESPONSE BELOW, INCLUDE YOUR CONTACT INFO

Additional beverages & snacks are available at the Cranbury concession stand.

Spirit Wear, Stew Leonard’s and Cranbury Market shopping cards will also be
available for purchase .

Complete and return this portion to your child’s class by Friday, January 20th
if you plan to attend: ATTN: BINGO — FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Name: Home Phone

Total Number Attending:

Any questions please contact:
Taina Dube’ at tdube99@gmail.com or 203-505-2067
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"LESSONS FOR LIFE"
When | offered to work with Tom Keegan on the change you want to see

Fundraising activities for Cranbury School PTO backf you want to help improve the way our PTO mee

in August, | had no idea what a vibrant community
was stepping into. My daught@tina, is in Mrs.

Dal ydos Kindergarten cl «
or attended event s, |
town feel 0 of our Cr an

Norwalk may be the sixth largest city in Connecticl
but our little corner feels like a village where
neighbors help each other out and everyone feels
bit like family. Which is a good thing, because
everyone knows it At ak:/
children, together. | have also been very impresss
by the parents who have stepped up to lead and
support our events.

As I 6m sure you know, |
the PTO are crucial to our work to support the harg
work our teachers are doing. The PTO brings the
enrichment programs that our kids enjoy, like Blue
Jupiter and Huga Tuga Reading Rocks. We also |
pay for materials for the classroom, including
workbooks and electronics that help our teachers
bring the learning alive for our kids. Did you know
we give each teacher startup funds to buy extra
materials for the classroom budgets? The PTO al
helps pay for field trips and special events. In sho
without the funds raised by the PTO, our school
would lose so many of the things that make it the
special place it is.

This winter and spring we are planning a bundle of
fun ways to support Cranbury School. Whether yg
participate in Bingo Night in January, the Readath(
and our skating party in February, the Book Fair in|
March, MacDonaldds nig
Gala in May, we so appreciate you and your
willingness to be a part of this important work,
whether as a chairperson, volunteer or participant.

As co-chair of fundraising this year, | am especially
interested iIMEW IDEAS for ways that we can

| its fiscal responsibilities, please jump in and bring
your thoughts to the table. If you have an idea,

bring your time, your connections, your skills, or
uyour friends and family to the mix, every one of us

the time to fill out this form and return it in your
n folder.n Apr i | or the Spr

| wish you and your family a Happy and Healthy

raise money for the school while having fun, and n
overtaxing our communi

§46-263-760 a n d i

2012, and | cané6t wai't
Happy New Year at Cranbury School.
Barbara Meyer-Mitchell
tBarbara@Meyer-Mitchell.com

said ABe th

n please stopAre at lanythma &t echoel ool duop meede
N Bne. e Fob Example, ®¢ébr u c k t he
p BmeyiglicTante codhke PTORR o) “
it meeting in November with
great idea for a skating parfs
a and we are all going to enjd
the event, |
s a vVvillagebo 0
dOne event that | especially
want to draw your
attention to is the Gala, our
Spring Fling, to be held on May 19" at Quattro
Raezi aFtheDakrHdls Park Godf Caurset This i t |i
I fun event will be a great way for us to celebrate a
wonderful year as it winds to a close, with food, fup,
silent and live auctions in a beautiful setting. Please
lelpnvi te your friends angd
make this party a celebration to remember, and yqu
never know what you might snag at the auction!
Letds bring our whole py
school and our children.
50
rt,On the following page is a gala volunteer sheet. |
would be an incredible statement of support for the
school if we could have 100% participation, in
whatever way is possible, in the preparation of thig
important Cranbury School Event. Whether you cian

bnhas something important to contribute. Please, take

N


mailto:Barbara@Meyer-Mitchell.com
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Dear Cranbury Families,

The gala committee is excited to begin
planning the 2012 Spring Gala, our largest
PTO fundraising event of the year, and we
need your help to make it a success. How
can | help, you ask? First, please consider
joining the gala committee to have fun as we
create a memorable evening for the school
community. Second, please consider
making or soliciting donations for the
auction. Here are some helpful hints:

What is auctioned?

Gift Baskets 1 Baskets created with items
donated by parents or businesses that are
similar or themed, such as a movie night
basket, game night basket, ice cream basket,
coffee break basket, craft basket, cooking/
baking basket, baby basket, or a sports
basket. You get the

Gift Certificates 1 Gift Certificates for
entertainment, sports, restaurants,
massages, salon services, hotels and travel.
Also, a more personal do-it-yourself service
such as yard cleanup, haircuts, knitting
lessons, delivery of a meal or baked goods,
catering for a dinner party, a cooking lesson,
art lesson, fishing lesson, or whatever special
skill or craft you can teach someone else or
service you can provide. Also, if you or a
family member has a vacation destination
that you could donate for a weekend or a
week, that would be an amazing addition to
our auction offerings.

How can you contribute?

1) Contact local businesses you frequent.
Consider asking businesses that you visit
often for a donation. Perhaps you could
carry a few copies in your car or purse i
that way you always have it when the
perfect moment strikes to ask for a
donation. For instance, as you do your
holiday shopping, when eating at a

restaurant, or getting your regular trim,
please think to ask for donations as you are
checking out. Finally, be sure to list your
name as the solicitor, so we know who to

contact regarding the donation. If you are a
top solicitor, weoll t
2) You can donate any new unopened
item. Do you have chil dr e

somewhere that were never opened? Do you
have other new, unopened items stashed
away that are not of use to you? Please
consider donating them for the auction. We
can take like items and create wonderful gift
baskets. Or perhaps you have several items
or are willing to purchase them to create your
own gift basket.

3) Share your
special skill
or craft.
Please
doRstér
donating your
time or an item
related to your special craft or skill.

Your contribution will go a long way toward
helping us reach our fundraising goals. Even
the smallest item helps as we can
combine your gifts with those of others.

If you have any questions or a donation,
please feel free to contact
Icclaudio@optonline.net or Barbara@Meyer-
Mitchell.com. The committee can collect and
hold your donations as you obtain them, or
you can hold them until the spring, closer to
the event. You can also leave small
certificates with accompanying forms in the
GALA box in the school office.

Thank you so much for helping us to get a
jump on this important event!

Sincerely,
The 2012 Spring Gala Committee



mailto:lcclaudio@optonline.net
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The 2012 Read -A-Thon Science Fair

is Almost Here!
News!

February 1°' thru February 29™.
Hereds a reminde

Fair applications are due by
"Take the Lead and Read.” January 13th, 2012.

Get pledges for the
minutes you read and raise

This year's theme will be

money for our school. All
of the details and forms will be
distributed the last week of January. Mark your calendar:
-Cranbury Science Fair
February 2nd & 3rd

-District Science Fair (Ponus)
will be collected during the month. February 6th, 7th and 8th

In order to grow our book carts,
donations of any “gently used" books

Attention
Cranbury Volunteers!

, I'a"k We would like to m@@&
y”” THANK YOU WW@
for everything you have done for
Cranbury and the PTO so far this year!

Haven't volunteered yet? Or would like to?

These are a few of our upcoming events:
* Bingo Night
* Read-A-Thon

m@mmﬂ@ﬁ * Breakfast for Dinner 0
* (ala ah‘
+ Bowling Night '0
and before you know it........
Spring Book Fair
Let us know 1f you are interested in volunteering

Contact Blaire Anderson, blaire@windsorresources.com

or Maria Cappadonna, rmryan@optonline.net




Cr'anbury PTO

Blrthday Sign

Announcing a unique way to wish your child a Happy Birthday!
The Cranbury Parent Teacher Organization is continuing a wonderful fundraising program -
an original Happy Birthday Sign crafted especially for Cranbury School!

The sign will be located outside of the school for display
throughout the day (including drop off and pick up).

Please fill out the form below to participate in this program. All
forms + $10 payment (cash or check) must be received at
least one week before the posting date in order to

guarantee a spot on the sign.

Therebds no need
Submit this form for all of your kids!

CHILD6S FI RST NAME:

(Max. 11 spaces, please print clearly)

CHI LD6S TEACHER/ GRADE:

BIRTHDAY:

(I'f Birthday falls on a weekend, holiday or during the su

AGE CHILD WILL BE ON HIS/HER BIRTHDAY:

PARENTGO6S SI GNATURE:

PARENTG6S CONTACT | NFO:

|l 6ve encl oé:kiex:k (made out to the Cranbury PTO) D Cash
Call Tracy Trenck with questions! 203.956 -9662 or email  tracy@trenck.com

mmer ,




Cranbury School sentse.

skating ¥ Wﬂ;b th@ Stars

When: February 4th, 5:30 -7:30 pm
Where: Longshore Park Skating Rink
Westport, CT

Cost: $10 per person

(Cost includes skate rental and hot cocoa!)
Food and snacks will be available for purchase at the concession stand.

For more information, contact

Tom Keegan, silvershield@gmail.com
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Clip UPCs - The Points Really Add Up!
It's as Easy as 1 -2 - 3!

FOR
1. Collect 1-point product UPCs from Labels for Edveation® participating producs.”
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HOORAY FOR SNOW DAYS!
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Paste in a flurry of Box Tops and earn cash for your school!
NAME
GRADE
) TEACHER'S NAME
i
&
Dn.u Bonus Box Tops should not be added to this collection sheet. They should be submitted separately. ﬁ FOR COORDINATORS ONLY Total # of Box Tops on this sheet: w

22010 General Mills



