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From the Principal...  

 

 

 

 
 

OCTOBER 

CALENDAR 
 

 Mon. Oct. 10  

Columbus Day 
 

 

Sat. Oct. 15  

Fall Harvest Festival  
 
 

Sat ñFri  

Oct. 15 thru 21  

Book Fair  
 

 

Thurs. Oct. 20  

PTO Meeting  

7pm 
 

 

Oct. 25 & 26  

Fall Sale  
 

 

 

KnowalotMore 
The Monthly Newsletter for Cranbury Families    

Robin Williams Ives, Principal  

òReaders become Leadersó 

Success on a Shoestring  
 

  

When we lost our Title I monies last year we were concerned 

about the impact that the loss of instructional aides would 

have on student achievement especially in grades 3 -5 where 

the aides funded by Title I had primarily worked.  At that 

time we were also celebrating the fact that, according to our 

Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) scores, we were no longer a 

school in need of improvement. So we faced a year of 

uncertainty having some of the supports that contributed to 

our success taken away.  
 

Faced with these odds the Cranbury Staff became evermore 

committed to continuing a high level of student achievement.  

We used our common thinking cap to identify what worked, 

what resources we had lost, what resources we still had, and 

how we would use the remaining sources in most productive 

way.  
 

I òsweatedó the month of July until our CMT scores were 

made available, but when I saw them it was evident that our 

persistence and ingenuity resulted in real success on a 

shoestring!  Last month I shared our whole school CMT 

results, now letõs take a look at how Cranbury students 

performed in relationship to the district and the state by 

grade level:  
       (Continued on page 2) 

October 2011 

Cranbury PTO URL: http://teacherweb.com/CT/Cranbury/CranburyPTO  
 

Cranbury School URL: http://portal.norwalkps.org/schools/cranbury/
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    PTO Meeting  
 

    Thursday, October 20th, 7pm  

    Cranbury School Library  

   

       Babysitting will be provided!  
  

2010 ð 2011 CMT SCORES (% at or above Proficient)  

 GRADE 3 
   MATHEMATICS   READING   WRITING  

    õ11   õ11   ô11 

 STATE   84.3    74.0    81.1 

 NORWALK  83.7    70.9    79.6  

 CRANBURY  95.7    91.2    92.9  

 

 GRADE 4 
   MATHEMATICS   READING   WRITING  

    õ11   õ11   ô11 

 STATE   85.2    74.7    85.4  

 NORWALK  84.3    70.1   85.7  

 CRANBURY  93.1    74.6    88.1  

 

 GRADE 5 
   MATHEMATICS   READING   WRITING  

    õ11   õ11   ô11 

 STATE   87.6    75.1   88.0  

 NORWALK  88.4    76.0    90.0  

 CRANBURY  96.3    86.6    97.6  

  

Itõs easy to see that in general we have well exceeded state and district averages.  Our lowest area, 

which is reading in grade 4, is representative of the trends we see across the state, but we will 

pursue a remedy here at Cranbury. While our monies have not increased this year we will continue 

our resourceful ways, generating support from our PTO, seeking pilot program opportunities, and 

proceeding with the belief and reassurance from this yearõs success that it can be done on a 

shoestring!  

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Get Ready to 

Stop  

and  

Shop!  
 

Dear Parents:  

 

Welcome to the start of a new school year 

and another year of A+ School Rewards. 

Starting October  6, 2011 through March 

29, 2012 , Cranbury School will have the 

opportunity to earn cash through Stop & 

Shop A+ School Rewards Program. 

All you have to do is:  

 

Log on to  

www.stopandshop.com/aplus  

to register online  
OR  

Dial 1- 877 - 275 - 2758 to 

register your card over the 

phone 
 

After you register your card, each 

shopping trip at Stop & Shop using your 

Stop & Shop Card earns CASH for our 

school!  Each month, the amount of CASH 

awarded will be updated on the Stop & 

Shop website.  You can track the amount 

of points you earn for our school by 

checking your grocery receipt and online 

when you create an account at 

www.stopandshop.com .  Our school will 

receive a check at the end of the program. 

The money can be used for any of our 

schoolõs educational needs. 

 

Remember, even if you registered your 

card last year, you must re -register this 

year for our school to receive credit.  

Attending to this simple process makes a 

HUGE difference to our school.  We need 

your support.   

 

Please be sure to register your card to 

benefit Cranbury School using ID#  

08555.  

                   

Also, donõt forget to 

encourage your friends and 

relatives to do the same.  

It could mean the world to 

our children.  

http://www.stopandshop.com
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Glow Bracelets & Necklaces, 
Mini Pumpkins & Assorted  

Novelties Sale  
October 25 & October 26    

 

At least 2 volunteers are needed each 

morning from 8:45 ð 9:15 and each af-

ternoon from 3:00 ð 3:45 setting up a 

small table of fall items and selling 

them to the students, staff and parents 

and then putting them away after the 

sale. Work one time or several times, 

whatever fits into your schedule this 

week! This is a student favorite event 

we run every year and it is a quick, fun 

way to be involved at Cranbury School!  

If you are interested in helping out or 

need more information, please call or 

email Tracy Trenck, 203 - 956 - 9662 or 

tracy@trenck.com .  

 

mailto:tracy@trenck.com
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Se necesita ayuda para la venta 
de novedades, tales como  

pulseras, collares, mini -calabazas 
y muchas cosas más.  

 

Fecha: 25 y 26 de Octubre : Se necesitan 

por lo menos 2 voluntarios cada mañana de 

8:45am ð 9:15am y cada tarde de 3:00pm ð 

3:45pm. Para instalar un mesa peque¶a con 

todas las novedades y venderlas a los estu-

diantes, padres de familia, personal de la es-

cuela, etc. Y después recoger todo después 

de la venta. Puede ofrecer su ayuda una sola 

vez o varias veces, todo depende de su hora-

rio en esa semana. Este es un evento favorito 

para los estudiantes, que se realiza todo el 

ano, es rápido y es una manera divertida de 

estar envuelta con las actividades de la es-

cuela Cranbury!. Si usted esta interesado(a) 

en ayudar o necesita más información, favor 

de llamar a Tracy Trenck al  

203 - 956 - 9662 o su correo electrónico 

tracy@trenck.com .  

mailto:tracy@trenck.com
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We would like to take this opportunity to 

introduce ourselves.  Our names are Maria 

Cappadona and Blaire Anderson  and we are 

this yearõs PTO Volunteer Coordinators.  

Weõve worked together on the PTO for 

several years on many different committees, 

including both fundraising and family events.  

It is our first year as Volunteer 

Coordinators and weõre excited to get to 

know many new faces this year.  
 

Between the two of us, we have three 

children at Cranbury (and Maria has a 7 th  

grader, Ryan, at West Rocks).  Blaire has a 

1st  grade daughter, Autumn , and we both 

have 4th  grade boys, Tyler (Cappadona) and 

Trevor (Anderson), and their early 

friendship was the catalyst for us becoming 

fast friends.  Although we met initially 

because of our children, our friendship has 

truly grown stronger because of our 

involvement 

with the PTO.  

From our 

personal 

experience, we 

can easily say 

that 

involvement at 

the school 

makes it easier to make friends with other 

parents and also to establish rapport with 

teachers and administration.   
 

As Volunteer Coordinators, we match your 

talents and availability (as communicated to 

us by you), with the PTOõs needs to help 

accomplish our goals.  Those goals can 

include anything from field trips and new 

technology to enrichment programs and 

other needs as communicated to us by our 

Principal and Vice -

Principal. 
 

There are so many 

different volunteer 

opportunities 

available at the 

school.  You can get 

as involved as 

running an event, or 

do something simpler 

such as making 

copies or baking.  

Even just 30 minutes of your time can 

truly make a difference.  You can even 

volunteer from the comfort of your home 

and not come to the school or attend 

meetingsé..although weõd love to meet you in 

person!   
 

And, most of all, your children will love that 

youõre involved in their school and may even 

want to get involved in other school 

activities themselves.  The time you 

volunteer will definitely be worth your while 

ð and fun too!  
 

Feel free to call or e -mail us if you have any 

questions.  Together, we can make a 

difference at our school!  
 

Your Volunteer Coordinators,  
 

Maria Cappadona    Blaire Anderson  

(203) 847 - 5012   (203) 849 - 8902  
rmryan@optonline.net  Blaire@windsorresources.com  

Maria Cappadonna  

Blaire Anderson  

mailto:rmryan@optonline.net
mailto:Blaire@windsorresources.com
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Spirit Shop Chairperson  
 

We are looking for someone to Chair Spirit Shop.  This person would be 

responsible for selling (or you can get Helpers) Spiritwear at Family Events 

and other designated times, fulfilling orders, advertising and maintaining 

inventory of existing Spiritwear items.  
 

Questions: contact Donna Brown: Allendonna@aol.com  

Dear Tom, 
 I already know why we have fundraising events at Cranbury School.  I know that the money 
we raise helps send all the children on Field Trips. I know we just recently bought the Words 
Their Way  workbooks for the 2 nd & 3rd  graders. Iõm aware that we will be supporting The Library, 
The Enrichment Program, the quest for more technology and many other projects.  I know that 
The PTO purchases much needed items for our school, our teachers and our administrators. I also 
know that The PTO has committed to raising nearly $38,000.00 for Cranbury this year.  I 
understand all that.  I just want to know òWhat I can do to help!ó 
 
        Signed, 
                                                                                                A Cranbury Parent  
 

Dear Cranbury Parent,  

 Thank you for your letter.  There are lots of ways that you and other parents can help us 

raise money for our children. Our motto this year for Cranbury Fundraising is óDo something!ó So 

here is a list of present and future fundraising initiatives. We hope you will enjoy helping us help 

our kids!  Remember weõre counting on you! 

 

 J  The Book Fair  

 J  Stew Leonardõs Gift Cards 

 J  Stop & Shop A+ Rewards Program  

 J  The Cranbury Spirit Shop  

 J  Attend one of the Family Events ð Our first  

  event is The Harvest Festival Oct 15 th  

 J  The Spring Gala  

 

And many, many more. 

Please donõt hesitate to call me if you have any other 

questions. 

 

    Tom Keegan 

                              Fundraising Co - Chair  

    Home # 203 - 845 - 8832  

Help  Wanted
 

Our Spring Gala is the largest 
Cranbury PTO fundraiser of the year, 
and we need lots of help both with 
planning and executing the event.   
 
If you know how to throw a great 
party, wrap a beautiful gift basket, ask 
for donations for the auction, create 
stunning media, or just have a few 
great ideas, please join us in making 
this year's event a night to 
remember!  Let's have fun and help our 
school be the best it can be!  We will 
meet on Thursday, October 13th at 
7pm .  Please email Barbara           
Meyer -Mitchell, Barbara@Meyer -

Mitchell.com for more information . 
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Ȱ2ÅÁÄÅÒÓ "ÅÃÏÍÅ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓȱ and Ȱ2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ 2ÏÃËÓȱ were two main themes 
that the children took away from the first enrichment program.  

 Huga Tuga Reading Rocks Live was an interactive theater performance 
centered around the magic of reading.   

The children were a large part of the show. The younger children danced and 
cheered during the interactive journey through the books.  The older 
children got more in-depth information about how an idea comes to life.  

All the children were inspired to use IMAGINATION and to READ, READ, 
READ.  

The pep rally focused on helping the children realize their full creative 
potential through the magic of reading. 


