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From the Principal...  

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

CALENDAR 
 

 

Mon. Sept. 5 

Thurs. Sept. 29  

No School 
 

 

Thurs. Sept. 15  

―Back to School 

Night‖ & 1st PTO 

Meeting 
 

 

Wed. Sept 22 

Volunteer Meeting 

7 pm 
 

 

Tues. Sept 27 

Photo Day 

KnowalotMore 
The Monthly Newsletter for Cranbury Families    

Robin Williams Ives, Principal 

“Readers become Leaders”  
Cranbury’s School Theme for 2011 – 2012 

 
The beginning of the school year never gets old for me.  I still get 

excited about seeing our kids return an inch or two taller and filled 

with enthusiasm for a new school year. It’s truly amazing to me 

still that kindergarten kids enter knowing little more than the 

primary colors, counting to 10, and the spelling of their first name, 

and by the end of the year they are reading!  Reading, according to 

most educators, is the one skill that has the greatest impact on 

learning.  Our school theme for this year is based on the same 

notion that ―Readers‖ do ―become Leaders‖ in their ability to 

progress in school and hence be successful in life.   

 

As a parent there are many ways that you can help your child 

become a reader whether it is their first exposure in kindergarten 

or as they move to the phase of applying reading skills to other 

subjects, such as, mathematics, writing, social studies and science.  

In Cranbury classrooms and throughout the school you’ll see 

―Readers become Leaders” posters listing the following “8 Ways 

to Become a Great Reader”: 

 Read every day. 

 Read out loud with someone else. 

 Read about things that you like. 

 Take a book with you wherever you go. 

 Read everything you can, like maps, menus, signs, 

newspapers and magazines. 

 Talk about what you’ve read. 

 Keep a log of what you’ve read. 

 Be proud of your reading accomplishments! 
       (Continued on page 2) 

September 2011 

Cranbury PTO URL: http://teacherweb.com/CT/Cranbury/CranburyPTO 
 

Cranbury School URL: http://portal.norwalkps.org/schools/cranbury/
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This school year we’ll be reinforcing these 

strategies in daily instruction, nightly homework, 

enrichment activities, and through our 

―Cranbury’s 100 Book Club‖ challenge.  In the 

next week teachers at each grade level will be 

setting appropriate reading 

goals and benchmarks for their 

students.  Students will earn 

reading number tags for their 

backpack chains based on the 

number of books read over a 

period of time with special 

award tags for accelerated readers.  Details for 

your child’s grade level will be sent home by the 

end of the month so that you can encourage good 

reading habits at home as well. 

 

We look forward to working with you as we 

support your children with the challenges of this 

year and hope that each of you will join us at our 

―Back to School Night” on Thursday, 

September 15th at 7:00.   

(Continued from page 1) 

 Back to 
School  
Night! 

 

Thursday  
September 15th 

at 7:00pm 
 

Our annual open house is an opportunity 
for our parent community to find out about 
the day-to-day at Cranbury, meet teachers 
and get the inside story about expectations 
for your child’s current grade level.  (It’s an 
“about kids without kids” night!) 
 

 

6:30—7:00 PM Meet the Art, Music and 

Physical Education teachers. 

 

7:00—7:30 PM  Welcome: 

Welcome to Cranbury School and meet the 
staff.  There will be a brief PTO Meeting 
and everyone will have the opportunity to 
vote on the 2011-2012 budget.. 

 

7:30—8:00 PM Visitation One: 

Visit your children’s classrooms, youngest 
child first, to hear an explanation of daily 
routines, curriculum and homework 
expectations.  QUESTIONS are welcome! 

 

8:00—8:30 PM Visitation Two: 

Presentations are repeated for sibling’s 
classrooms.  

 

If you need to have a conference with your 
child’s teacher, please arrange an 
appointment for a later date. 

PTO Meeting 
 

Thursday, September 15th 

 7pm 

Cranbury School Auditorium 

 

The 1st Meeting of the year will 

be held during  

Back-To-School Night!  

See details at right. 
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“WE DID IT—AGAIN!”  
 

Taking Pride in Our Performance! 
 

Last year we celebrated the fact that we were ―no longer a 

school in need of improvement‖ but also were faced with a new 

challenge having lost our Title I funding which in the past pro-

vided extra support to our students in the form of instruc-

tional aides in grades 2-5.   

 

I’m thrilled and extremely proud of the work of 

our staff and students and to share the results of their efforts 

fulfilled in our 2010 Connecticut Mastery Test scores.  While the 

federal targets for No Child Left Behind increased significantly 

this year, we surpassed them whole school!  Look for an in-depth 

account of our scores in the October Knowalot. Individual student 
scores for students who were in grades 3,4, and 5 last year will be 
mailed to homes by the end of September. 
 
Scores indicate the % of students scoring at or above “proficient” 

     MATHEMATICS  READING 
AYP TARGETS    91%       89% 

CRANBURY (whole school)   99.8%       91.8% 

 

Robin Williams Ives 

Principal 

Cranbury School 

STAY CONNECTED!  
 

  Sign up for the Cranbury PTO Email Newsflash! 
  Get updates of school events & activities, reminders for       
important deadlines and ideas for things to do around town. 
 

Send your email address to Susan Zelman at rszelman@optonline.netΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀŘŘ 
you to the list or go to: http://teacherweb.com/CT/Cranbury/CranburyPTO/
newsflash.aspx  and sign yourself up. 

mailto:rszelman@optonline.net
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Your Child’s Safety 
Dismissal Procedures! 

 

All students are dismissed from the gym (walkers, 

car riders and bus riders). To minimize congestion, 

we are continuing the following dismissal 

procedure this year:  
 

¶ 3:15 p.m.: Kindergarten parents only  will be 

allowed in the gym to pick 

up their children.  

¶ 3:20 p.m.: All other parents 

will be allowed in the gym to 

pick up their children. 

¶ 3:25 p.m.: Students in bus 

lines begin to exit the gym 

to load onto the buses. 
 

Once you have picked up your children, please 

leave the gym immediately to allow other parents to 

get to their children, and to allow the bus lines to 

exit from the gym. 
 

We ask that all parents/guardians picking up 

children go directly to the gym. Please do not 

wait at the front doors, in the hallways, or go to 

your child’s room to pick them up. This not only 

creates traffic problems in getting large numbers of 

children to the gym, but it also presents a serious 

security issue. If you choose not to support this 

request you will be  approached by the building     

administrators! 

 

Just a reminder about our 

automated phone system: when you 

call the school, you will hear a 

recording  and a list of options. You 

can help the effectiveness of this 

phone system by listening to the 

message directory (see below) and 

directing your calls to the 

appropriate person.  
 

If you want to contact your child’s teacher you 

can do so via the school directory #3.  The 

phones will not ring in the classroom, but every 

staff member now has voice mail so you can 

leave them a message and they will get back to 

you within the day. 
 

Please note that we also provide information on 

school closures and we will change that message 

as needed.  So if you’re at work and the weather 

is getting bad you can access that information 

by pressing #2.  Thank you in advance for your 

cooperation! 
 

Cranbury School Phone Number: 

846-3600 
 

When you call, the recording will be: 

―Thank you for calling Cranbury Elementary 

School. If you know your party’s extension, you 

may press it at any time. 

 

¶ To report an absence press 1 

¶ For the nurse’s office press 2 

¶ For information on school closures press 2 

¶ For the school directory press 3 

¶ For the social worker press 4 

¶ For the school psychologist press 5 

¶ For the foodservice staff 6 

¶ For the custodial staff press 7 

Volunteer Meeting  
Wednesday Sept. 22nd  

7pm  
Cranbury Library  

 
OPEN TO ALL who would like to know 

more about volunteer opportunities  

 
Any questions, call Blaire Anderson or 

Maria Cappadona  
(contact info on next page)  
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Join us at our meeting 9/22 @ 7pm in the Library or contact:  

 

       Blaire Anderson    849 -8902   blaire@windsorresources.com  

 

       Maria Cappadona  847 -5012   rmryan@optonline.net   

 To make a 

differenceé. 

VOLUNTEER!  
  

There are many opportunities to 

help out at Cranbury! These are 

some of our upcoming eventsé  

    Room Captain  

    Fall Fundraiser  

    Harvest Festival  

    Picture Day  

    Fall/Halloween Sale  

    Book Fair  
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Dear Cranbury School! 
GENEVIEVE’S FUNDRAISER is back with an assortment of quality gift wrap, beautiful and functional 

gifts, and so much more! There are Stonewall Kitchen mixes, Crabtree & Evelyn samplers, Pioneer Valley 

Candles and famous Morley chocolates, just to name a few! New this year are sturdy, eco-friendly bags in 

an array of patterns and sizes, patio candles, charming jewelry, fun kitchen gadgets and many other 

products from which to choose. Up to 50% of the purchase price of these items goes to Cranbury School! 

 

To reward participation, we’re offering a cumulative prize program that will thrill the kids. The Top 

Selling CLASS will win a TROPICAL PARTY. In addition, to totally excite both the children and families, 

we are participating in an exclusive COCO KEY WATER RESORT incentive. Every student who sells 6+ 

items will receive a FREE pass to the indoor water park in Waterbury, CT. Every order of $100+ will be 

entered into a raffle and one family will win 4 Free passes to CoCo Key, and an overnight stay at the 

adjacent hotel! Listen for more promotions to be announced during the fundraiser AND… watch for 
Cranbury’s PARROT PANDEMIC! 
 
This year, profits will pay for a new system to increase each classroom’s dry erase board capacity. 

Fundraising profits will also be used to enhance our children’s education through enrichment programs and 

curriculum related field trips. Your support of this fundraiser affects the future of all of our Cranbury 

students. Please remember, orders are due on September 26th. Big or small, we need them all! 
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To all of you, who are new to our school, 

WELCOME TO CRANBURY! And to all of you 

seasoned veterans WELCOME BACK TO 

CRANBURY!  
 

I became the President of our PTO on July 1st. 

The story of how and why I became President 

is a bit more interesting... My wife Lori is the 

coordinator of Hospitality for the Cranbury 

PTO. I would hear 

bits and pieces of 

information about 

what was going on 

with the organization. 

I would hear about 

fundraising projects, 

movie nights, Bingo. 

But then I heard that 

The Cranbury PTO 

was without a 

President. My understanding was that no one 

felt that he or she could devote the time 

necessary to be an effective President. When 

it appeared that the executive board was 

resigned to go forward into the new year 

without a president, I finally spoke up. 

  

Bear in mind that I know many of the good 

parents on the PTO that work very hard 

making Cranbury a great school for our kids. 

And you know what? I wasn’t one of them!  

Sure I helped out where I could  I cooked 

burgers at the end of the year.  I went to 

Pancakes for Dinner and put away some chairs 

at the end of the night.  I even helped Mr. 

Margewicz ice down the water on Field day. 

But what I really did was minimal. What I 

really did was sit back and watch other Moms 

and Dads plan events and do all the 

volunteering so our school would be a better 

place.  I sat back and watched others make 

sacrifices so my daughter would have the 

books and the field trips and the technology to 

help her learn. I wasn’t feeling very proud as a 

parent. 
 

I asked the PTO Board if I could help. 

Fortunately for me they said yes. Now I’m the 

President of the PTO and a very proud parent! 

 

The Cranbury PTO is a parent driven volunteer 

organization. It’s easy to join. Everyone who 

has a child in our school is a member of the 

PTO. It’s easy to volunteer as well. Just reach 

out to anyone on the PTO Board and we’ll be 

happy to help you. It’s easy to do nothing…I 

should know. It’s much more fun to do 

something! Do something for Cranbury this 

year. Be a proud parent! 
 

Tom Keegan 

President 

Silvershield@gmail.com 

203-845-8832 

October 15th: 

Fall Harvest Festival 

 

October 17th:  

Fall Book Fair Begins 

mailto:Silvershield@gmail.com
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PTO Contacts 
Here are names and email address for the PTO committee members: 

 

 

  

President:      Vice President: 
Tom Keegan      Bill Smith 

Silvershield@gmail.com          BSmith7718@aol.com 

 

Co-Volunteer Coordinator:   Knowalot: 
Blaire Anderson       Jill Arvanitis  

Blaire@windsorresources.com     jilla@optonline.net 

 

Co-Volunteer Coordinator: 

Maria Cappadona             Treasurer: 
rmryan@optonline.net       Elisabeth Beausoleil 

                              ebeausoleil@gmail.com 

 

Hospitality:          Enrichment: 
Lori Keegan        Laura Dufort 

lorikeegan@optonline.net      lauragd@optonline.net 

 

Publicity:       Co-Secretary: 
Susan Zelman         Donna Brown 

rszelman@optonline.net      Allendonna@aol.com 

 

Fundraising:       Co-Secretary: 
Tom Keegan (Chair)         Dana Gorman                                    

Barbara Meyer-Mitchell (Co-Chair)       danagorman@playfullylearning.org              

Info: TBA 

Principal:               Vice-Principal:              
Robin Ives      Maureen Jones 

ivesr@norwalkps.org     jonesm@norwalkps.org 

 

**VERY IMPORTANT*** 
This list shows the names of those who have already volunteered to participate, but please 

remember that ALL Cranbury parents are PTO members—there are no silly membership dues and 

EVERYONE is welcome. We want to remind you that all are encouraged to come to meetings or help 

out in any way you can. If you have ideas, suggestions, questions—please do not hesitate to contact 

anyone on this list. 

mailto:Silvershield@gmail.com
mailto:rmryan@optonline.net
mailto:lorikeegan@optonline.net
mailto:rszelman@optonline.net
mailto:danagorman@playfullylearning.org
mailto:ivesr@norwalkps.org
mailto:jonesm@norwalkps.org
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Enrichment Kicks off the School Year with  
Huga Tuga Reading Rocks Live! 

September 16 th  
 

Huga Tuga Reading 
Rocks Live is an inter-
active theater perform-
ance centered around 
the magic of reading. 
Reading Rocks Live will 
directly reinforce this 
ÙÅÁÒȭÓ #ÒÁÎÂÕÒÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 
theme of Readers Be-
come Leaders. 

  

The children be-
come the show through 
an interactive journey 
through the books. 
This pep rally for read-
ing aims: 

 

¶ To get your children to go ABSOLUTELY CRAZY ABOUT READING! 
¶ To show children why reading is important - inspiring imagination  
¶ To explain how an "idea" comes to life - from beginning to end 
¶ To promote a lifelong love of reading 
¶ To make learning fun! 

 
The children are sure to talk about their educational and entertaining 

journey into the amazing world of books! 
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Help  

Wanted  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spirit Shop: Chairperson  
 

We are looking for someone to Chair Spirit 

Shop.  This person would be responsible for 

selling (or you can get Helpers) Spiritwear at 

Family Events and other designated times, 

fulfilling orders, advertising and maintaining 

inventory of existing Spiritwear items.  
 

Questions: contact Donna Brown: 

Allendonna@aol.com  

 

Cranbury Connection: Editor/

Coordinator 
 

At Home (mostly) Volunteer Opportunity! We 

publish a directory for parents with contact 

info the beginning of each year.  The school/

your teacher CANNOT provide this info, so we, 

the parents, collect the info and create our 

own directory. 
 

I’ve been doing the directory for 5 years.  I’m 

ready to pass the reins!  I will train/review all 

processes with the person(s) taking on this 

job.  Most, if not all of the forms, files and 

processes are in place and just need updating!  

Of course, new ideas and fresh approaches 

also welcome! 
 

Here’s an overview of what’s involved: 

¶ Create/distribute forms to collect 

contact info and business ads* 

¶ Work with main office to help make 

the booklet as complete as possible; 

get teacher/class info 

¶ Enter and organize info into Excel 

(files are already created, just need 

editing and updating!) 

¶ Create a final booklet/directory of 

all info (again can just update 

existing file) and send to printer 

¶ Create/distribute forms to sell final 

directory 

¶ Distribute orders 

*We sell ads to help with the cost of printing 

the directory – see forms in the back of this 

newsletter 

 

Most of the work is needed in the first couple 

of months of school, collecting forms and data 

entry.  Job can be shared – you’ll need someone 

to collect forms from school, do data entry, 

proofread, sell/distribute final booklets (using 

forms that are distributed thru backpacks and 

the KnowalotMore) 

Please contact Susan Zelman at 

rszelman@optonline.net or 203-858-

9389 if you are interested/or need more 

info. 

Knowalot positions  
These are more at-home opportunities. We 

need help during 2011-2012 with the following: 

¶ Proofreading: Review the newsletter 

for grammar, errors and 

inconsistencies 

¶ Layout development: Knowledge of 

Microsoft Publisher... or willingness 

to learn! 
¶ Community Relations: Spanish 

speakers are greatly needed for 

translations and community outreach 

input. 
 

Please contact  

Jill Arvanitis, 203.613.2960,    

jilla@optonline.net or  

Diane Brown, 203.623.0183, 

dtbrown@optonline.net. 

mailto:rszelman@optonline.net
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Be a part of your school 
directory ς The Cranbury 
Connection! 
 

Fill out and return your form today! (found in the back of this newsletter) 
 

The Cranbury Connection is a directory listing of parent and teacher contact info and class 
lists.  Stay in touch, make playdates, use for birthday invites, get info on missed 
assignments, etc.  Invaluable resource for parents at Cranbury! 
 

We need EVERYONE to fill out the form in the back of this newsletter so we have a 
complete listing!  Due to privacy laws, the school/your teacher cannot provide this info to 
parents.  We must collect this info directly from parents. 
 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS! -  Get the word out about your business AND help our 
school.  Place an ad in the Cranbury Connection!  Affordable and charitable way to 
advertise your products and services!  See form in back of this newsletter for size/price 
options. 
 

Contact Susan Zelman at rszelman@optonline.net with any questions about listings and/or 
ads. 

 

WHEN: Tuesday - September 
27th 

 

School Photo Day will take place on Tuesday, Sep-

tember 27th. Order forms will be sent home during 

the middle of September! 

 

mailto:rszelman@optonline.net
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Dear Parents, Teachers, Friends, Family and Neighbors, 

 

We at Cranbury Elementary recently received a “KIDUCATION” donation bin. It is 

large, white and located to the left of the school near the basketball hoops.   

 

Many of us have closets filled with old and unused clothing just waiting to be donated 

and put to good use to be either reused or recycled. The Kiducation container is for 

all types of used clothing and shoes ONLY. The items you donate are totally tax 

deductible and you can print out a receipt directly from www.kiducation.org after you 

drop items in the bin. 

 

*Important Note: PLEASE DO NOT SEND ANY ITEMS IN WITH YOUR CHILDREN. 

Donations need to be done on your own time...during drop off, pick up or even on the 

weekend. 

 

By donating your unwanted clothing and shoes this will generate money for our school. 

The bins are routinely emptied, the contents weighed and our school will be given 

funds for the collected items (based on weight $.03 a pound). For more information 

about the program you can visit WWW.KIDUCATION.ORG. 

 

This is just another great and easy way to reuse, reduce and generate funds for our 

students! 

 

 

http://www.kiducation.org/
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Should Fathers Be Involved in School? 
Q: My child's school often sends out emails asking for moms to volunteer in the classroom or around 

the school. A lot of these communications talk about how important it is for mothers to be involved in 

their children's education. As a father, I find this a little annoying, and I'm wondering whether you 

know of any evidence that dads' involvement is important too?  

 

A: There's a mountain of research that shows a direct connection between parents' involvement in their 

children's education and their kids' performance in school. In short, the more the parents are involved, the 

better the kids do. But in many schools (and in many families), the word "parents" really means "mom." 

That's a big mistake. There are a number of benefits that are specifically related to father involvement.  
 

When dads are involved, their children:  
 

¶ Do better in school and enjoy it while they're there. About half of kids with involved dads get mostly As, compared 

to only about a third when dads are not involved. Those children who aren't doing as well in school tend to be less 

anxious about it than those with uninvolved dads. Interestingly, the chances that children will get top grades has 

more to do with dad's level of involvement than mom's. 

¶ Are half as likely to have ever repeated a grade (7 percent vs. 15 percent for children of less-involved dads), 

according to a national survey sponsored by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). 

¶ Are much less likely to have ever been suspended (10 percent vs. 18 percent for kids of less involved dads). 

¶ Are more likely to participate in extracurricular activities. And children who are involved in extracurricular 

activities have fewer behavior problems and are less likely to get involved with drugs or alcohol or become teen 

parents. 

¶ Grow up to be higher-performing, more responsible adults and are more likely to have solid marriages. 

¶ Are more interested in exploring the world around them, are more confident, and have better problem-solving skills. 

¶ Tend to do better on standardized tests, have better math and verbal scores, and have higher IQs. 

¶ Get a clear message that you care about them and value education. 

 

Interestingly, according to University of Illinois researcher Brent A. McBride, these wonderful benefits 

from father involvement happen whether the dad is married, single, a step father, and adoptive father, lives 

with his children or not. Overall, that's pretty convincing, don't you think? But wait, there's more.  

 

When dads are involved in their children's schools, the dads themselves:  
 

¶ Tend to be more involved at home and vice versa. 

¶ Learn a lot of great stuff. The NCES study found that when parents are actively involved in their kids' schools, 

they "are more likely to visit museums and libraries, participate in cultural activities with their children, and have 

high educational expectations for them." 

¶ Feel more important in their children's lives. Being involved in their children's schools helps dads understand that 

they're just as important to their children as moms are. 

 

And finally, schools benefit from father involvement too. Teacher morale is higher and they get more 

support from families, parents have a higher opinion of the teachers, and the schools have better 

reputations in community. So next time you get an email asking for moms to volunteer, send back a copy of 

this column. Then, grab a couple of other dads and make sure you're first in line.  
 

-Armin Brott                                                                   Article from www.GreatDad.com 
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September 2011  

Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  

   1 2 

5 
 

No School 

6 
Fall Fundraiser  

Begins 

7 8 9 

12 13 14 15 
Open House 

7pm 

16 

19 20 21 22 
Volunteer 

Meeting 7pm 

23 

26 
Fall Fundraiser  

Ends 

27 
 

Photo Day 

28 29 
 

No School 

30 

Septiembre 2011  

Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  

   1 2 

5 
 

No Escuela 

6 
Comienza la 

recaudación de  
fondos  

7 8 9 

12 13 14 15 
Casa Abierta, PTO 
mini-reunión, voto 
para presupuesto   

16 

19 20 21 22 
Reunión de 

voluntarios a las 
7:00pm   

23 

26 
Fines de 

recaudación de 

fondos  

27 
Dia de la Foto       

Escolar  

28 29 
 

No Escuela 

30 
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