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Course:  Algebra I

Textbooks:  Students will be using Holt Algebra I.  Students are able to keep their books at home, since there is a school set as well.  We will cover the following topics throughout the course of the year: Patterns in Algebra; Operations in Algebra; Equations; Linear Functions; Inequalities and Absolute Value; Systems of Equations and Inequalities; Exponents and Exponential Functions; and Polynomials and Factoring. 
Class Expectations:
Students should come to class everyday with a writing implement (pencil is preferred for work) and paper to take notes on.  Homework should also be brought to class each day.  Students are expected to be active learners and self-advocates.  These skills will be helpful in high school.
Homework:
Eighth grade students are required to do 15-20 minutes of homework each night per subject.  Homework is due on time.  Late work will be accepted, but marked down appropriately.  If your child has trouble with homework, please advise them to take the following steps:

1. Refer to class notes from that day and/or their textbook

2. Call a homework buddy or friend from class

3. E-mail or call me if absolutely stuck
Please reinforce to your child that coming to class with some work done on their homework is much better than coming in with no homework done because they didn’t understand it.  If some work is done, there is a starting point to work with.  Homework may not be made up if done poorly.  With the number of homework assignments that the students will be completing, one or two poor grades will not have a critical impact on their grade.

Tests/Quizzes:  Tests will be given at the end of each chapter and will be announced at least a week in advance.  Quizzes will be given sporadically and will be announced approximately 2-3 days in advance.  There will be occasional pop quizzes as well.  If your child scores below a 70 on a test or quiz (with the exception of a pop quiz), they are allowed to make up the assessment.  The make up must be done within a week of receiving the assessment back.  Students should make an appointment with me to make up the assessment either before school (at 7:30) or after school.

Extra Help:  I encourage students to come in for extra help when they are encountering problems.  I am available each morning at 7:30 and Tuesday and Thursday after school until 3:30, with advanced notice.  Students must obtain a pass from me to come in early.

	1st and 3rd Marking Periods
40% - Tests

30% - Quizzes

20% - Home/Classwork

10% - CPR (Conduct, Participation & Responsibility)
	2nd and 4th Marking Periods
35% - Tests

25% - Quizzes

20% - Home/Classwork

10% - CPR

10% - Midterm/Final


 Grading:

I am looking forward to a wonderful and productive year!
