Working on Homework
Is managing your child’s after-school assignments proving to be as difficult as solving the math problems themselves?  Try these tips.

How should I help my child study?  Set up a quiet place with the materials needed for an assignment.  Do not allow interruptions:  no phone calls; no TV or radio; no visitors.  Act as a role model:  Read when your child is doing reading; balance your checkbook when your child is doing math.  Show your child how homework relates to life.  

Set up a homework schedule.  Students need to have a set schedule to do their homework.   Have your child make a schedule and place it on the refrigerator.  If there is no written homework, your child should reread or review material covered in class.

How much homework is reasonable?  Per the Milford Board of Education, eighth grades should do an average of 75-120 minutes of homework per night, or 6-8 hours of homework weekly.  If your child is constantly spending more time than this on homework, you may want to approach your child’s teacher.  If your child tells you they have done their homework in school, you may want to approach your child’s teacher.
Some good homework helpers for parents.  Resources on www.thebeehive.org are divided by grade level and subject.  Guides to the metric system and literary terms at www.familyeducation.com will bring back what you’ve forgotten since high school.  

Is there extra help available?  Team 5 teachers are available Tuesday and Thursday from 2:30-4:00, and every morning before school at 7:30.  The computer lab is open every day until 4:00 if students need to use a computer (teacher pass is required).
