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® ) Avoiding Usage Problems D

Review the glossary entries on pages 229-30 of your textbook for information on the correct
usage of the following words and phrases:

of their, there, they're than, then

suppose to, supposed to  them

—$

EXERCISE A Most of the following sentences contain an error in the use of standard, formal English.
Cross out each error, and write the correct usage in the space above it. If a sentence is already correct,
write C after the sentence.

their
Example 1. How long have people had fireplaces inside t-he;éfe homes?

1. We are suppose to read this African myth about how humans got fire.
2. The people on earth are cold, and their leader sends his son to the god Obassi Osaw.
3. Obassi Osaw refuses to show them humans how to make fire.
4. Than, the boy goes to Obassi Osaw’s compound.
5. The people on earth welcome him as he brings fire to there homes.
EXERCISE B For each of the following sentences, circle the word or word group in parentheses that is
% correct according to the rules of standard, formal English.

Example 1. The swimmers listened to they’re) coach.

6. Maya is a better swimmer (then, than) she was last year.
7. She knows that she is (suppose to, supposed to) practice three times a week.
8. Maya swims at a pool (inside, inside of) the gym.
9. She warms up and (then, than) does drills.
10. Sometimes her coach is (their, there) when she is practicing.
11. Maya’s coach has been with (their, there) team for six years.

12. I thought (those, them) exercises were harder than the last ones.

13. During one difficult drill, Maya accidentally swam (outside, outside of) her lane for a moment.

14. After practice, Maya jumps (off of, off) the diving board.
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15. The team’s first meet was (supposed to, suppose to) be in September.

16. Because of schedule changes, (there, they're) going to compete in October.
17. (Then, Than), they will have had an extra month to practice.

18. (Their, There) will be several other meets this year.

19. Are there more competitions in the spring (than, then) in the fall?

20. Maya’s team hopes to do (their, there) best this season.
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@ CHAPTER 14: SPELLIN
= | Words Often Confused B €

Review the words often confused covered on pages 330-33 of your textbook for information
on the correct usage and spelling of the following words:

cloths, clothes hear, here

coarse, course its, it’s

desert, dessert lead, led, lead

s
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EXERCISE A In each of the following sentences, underline the correct word in parentheses,

Example 1. Who put the directions for the microwave oven in (hear, here)?

1. A fabric store sells ( cloths, clothes) of many different types, patterns, and colors.

SOINVHDImw

2. Sea salt is larger and more (coarse, course) than regular table salt.
3. What is the largest (, desert, dessert) in the Southern Hemisphere?
~ 4. Yes, this tiny device actually helps people to (hear, here) better.
5. The coach has (lead, led) her team to victory again!
6. Margarita wants to take a (coarse, course) in welding at a community college.

7. Maria has read her favorite book so many times that (ifs, it’s) Ppages are wearing thin.

8. Wouldn’t fruit salad make a nice (desert, dessert) for this meal?
9. “I don’t see that mouse now,” thought the cat, “but I know that (. its, it’s) been here.”

10. Nolan said, “] like this pencil because the (lead, led) is not too soft.”

Exercise B In each of the following sentences, cross out the word that is misused and then write the
" correct word above it. If 3 sentence is already correct, write ¢ on the line provided,

clothes
Example 1. Kendra prides herself on the stylishness of her cloths,

11. The film Lawrence of Arabia is set mainly in the dessert in Arabia,

12. You may put that wet bathing suit anywhere but hear.

13, Who will lead the group through the forest?
14, Its a p1ty that Sean couldn’t join us for the party.

15. This woolen fabric is very course, isn't it?
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Gor CHAPTER 6: AGREEME .
Review A: Subject-Verb Agreement
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EXERCISE A In each of the following sentences, the verb agrees with its subject. On the line before each
sentence, write S if the subject and verb are singular or Pif the subject and verb are plural.

Example _ 5 1, Chuck or Tyrell takes out the trash.

——————

1. They have been cheering for the team.

2. Aletter from your aunt and uncle is on the table,

3. All of the water in the pail was leaking onto the floor.

4. A woman and two men were sharing a taxi.

5. Here’s your ticket to the game.

6. An after-school snack for your friends is in the refrigerator.

7. Eartha and you have been working hard all afternoon.
8. There’s a green coat in the closet.
9. Jefferson’s plans don’t make sense to us.

10. Most of the beach has been cleaned.

EXERCISE B Underline the subject in each of the following sentences, Then, underline the form of the
verb in parentheses that agrees with the subject.

Example 1. (Is, Are) there any beans left for me?

11. Most of my work (is, are) finished.

12, Songs from the movie (has, have) been on my mind all day.

13, Either his grandparents or his father ( comes, come) from Japan.
14. (There's, There are) two big trucks parked out front.

15. Our trip to the western states (begins, begin) tomorrow.

16. Lucia and Marcus (Jives, live) on a farm.

17. Many of the citizens (agrees, agree) with the mayor.

18. (Is, Are) there some empty seats up front?
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19, Tt (doesn'’t, don't) really matter.

20. Either the Germans or the Italians (is, are) playing soccer tomorrow,
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EXERCIER A. Underline the subject in each of the following sentences. Then,
underfine the correct verly in parentheses.
EXAMPLES 1. (4re, Is) the blades on the lawn mower sharp enough?
2. There (are, [s) a colorful parrot in that picture.

1. Luckily, there (are, is) more glasses in the cabinet.
- 2. Here (are, i5) vy suggesiion for var project on the Brazilian rain forest.
3. There (was, were) two baby robins and some eggs in a nest.
4. (Do, Does) these jalapeiio peppers taste good in chili?
5. Beneath the bridge (was, were) a family of sea gulls.
6. Here (are, is) the key to the mailbox.
. €Was, Werey she planning on a raise in fier alffowance?
8. (Are, Is) that boy in the yard a friend of yours?
9. (Has, Have) the slides on the Caribbean islands been shown yet?
10. (Do, Does) these potatoes cook for one hour or for thirty minutes?

EXERCH M Underline the subject in each of the following sentences.
Then, underline the correct verb in parentheses.

ExamMme 1. (Is, Are) the camels in the animal park from Asia or Africa?

1. Here (#s, are) the names of the Russian ballet dancers.
2. There (#s, are) some jobs for you this weekend.

3 (Has, Haze) your parents given their permission?

4. (Is, Are) the pita bread in the refrigerator still fresh?
5. Here (Is, are) the rules for the game.

6. There (was, were) a big white bug under the rock.

7. (Do, Does) thosc old cars still race at the track?

8. (Do, Does) Jobelie know that there is only one picce of banana bread left?

9. (Was, Were) they studying about the El Nifio weather patterns that have affected the
West Coast?

10. (Has, Have) Marvel thought of a good name for her cat yet?
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