                         

Welcome to your eighth grade science class! We are going to do some exciting things in science that I think you are going to enjoy.  At its heart, science is about finding things out—about understanding what lies behind every-day phenomena like rainbows and blue skies as well as the more revolutionary concepts of quantum theory and relativity.  This year in science we are learning about topics in physical science.  Why is that important to know about?—because it helps explain the world around us.  We’re all born with an urge to understand the world around us.  This leads us to ask questions such as “How does a cell phone work?”, “How does the Sun keep shining?”, “What are the smallest pieces of matter?”, “How can a bridge hold such large loads?”, “How did the universe begin?”  If you find that the more answers you discover, the more questions you want to ask, then you’re on the road to becoming a scientist.  Science is fascinating and can be fun.  I know you will learn a lot this year and so will I—so here we go!
CURRICULUM:

We’ll be studying two major branches of science that are closely related.  I want you to learn as much as possible!
Physics: The study of energy and motion of matter.  It is the study of how objects (from very tiny to very big) behave and move. 

Chemistry: The study of matter and how matter interacts with other matter and energy. Matter is anything that occupies space, from very small things like electrons to very large like stars. 
For the first few weeks of school we will learn about measurement and different tools used in the lab.  We will also spend time learning about lab safety and how to design an experiment and write a report about it.
HOW TO SUCCEED WITH A LITTLE EFFORT

The effort you put into your work and self-management will determine your success in science.
What you need for class daily: (you can’t do the job without the tools!!)

1. Science Binder (at least 1 ½”) with some paper and 6 dividers

2. One subject notebook with 3 holes

3. Pencil with eraser and pen
4. We also may use calculator/highlighter/metric-ruler/scissors, and glue occasionally in class so bring them if you have them!  Label any item that are yours with your name.  They can get mixed with other students’ and class supplies.  Thanks!
You will be given a blue textbook titled “ Holt Physical Science” please cover this book and keep it at your house in a safe place.  This book will be used as a reference for homework and as a study tool when needed.  I will have you bring the book in to school a couple time to check that you are taking care of it and know where it is.  You will be responsible for this book until the end of the year.

Your binder is very important in science class.  You will keep all of your papers in this binder and you will need to keep it organized.  Students will be notified when the binder will be assessed.  Each divider represents: warm-ups, vocab/study guides, notes, measurement, physics/chemistry, and labs.  Date pages as they go into the binder so you can always put them in approximately the correct place.
How to get good grades:
1. Attend class regularly and on time.  It’s extra hard to make-up for what you learn by being in class.  If you do miss class please make sure to get the work you missed as soon as you get back.  This is your responsibility!

2. Bring daily materials to class  ( you need to be prepared to learn)

3. Turn in completed assignments ON TIME!!!  Any homework in science will be practice of a skill already introduced in class, preparation for upcoming learning, extension of topics already covered in class, working on a project/research, and studying.  It won’t necessarily be everyday.  Check the homework board or my website to see if anything is assigned.
4. Do warm-ups daily.  Some days I’ll have questions on the board for you to answer.  You need to copy the question(s) into your 1 subject notebook.  Then you need to have an answer or best guess for each question.   Your warm-ups will be graded (5 points/day) periodically and completeness rather than accuracy is focused upon.  These are an easy way to bring your grade average up.  However, they can also bring it down if you aren’t doing them correctly or at all.  You cannot make these up so be sure to do them.

5. STUDY FOR TESTS and QUIZZES!!!  Use class-work, warm-ups, and the book to help you.  Don’t assume you will remember everything from class using just your memory.  You need to work at it!  I will hand out a study guide before each test that has a list of topics and words you need to know.  I will also be happy to review information with you after school on Thursdays until 3:30 pm.  Please come prepared with questions and materials.  Anytime you feel that you need extra time to learn a topic or just have a few questions—please stay after on Thursday so I can help you more individually—it can help you immensely!
6. Your grade each quarter will be averaged using the following criteria:

50%.............The student as a learner of science topics.  This includes test, projects and major 


    assessments.

30%.............The student as a communicator and collaborator.  This includes quizzes and work 


   dealing with a lab.  Lab work will be done in cooperative groups but given individual 


    grades.  Each member of the group is responsible for all data collected and should 


   draw their own conclusions.  Failure to prepare for a lab, follow directions or safety

    procedures will result in exclusion from lab.



20%............The student as a worker and problem solver.  This includes warm-ups, class-work, 




    homework and vocabulary—all of which will be kept in the science binder.

Everyone begins each quarter with a 100%.  YOU determine what happens from there!!!
How to behave in class: No student has the right to prevent someone else from learning


Follow all school-wide rules (see assignment book)

1. Be respectful to people and property through your words and actions (this includes raising your hand to speak and listening to what teacher/classmates have to say)

2. Pick up after yourself—trash in the waste-bin, materials put back where they belong.

3. When class begins be ready to learn and do your best (quietly come into the room, sit in your seat and begin the warm-up question)

4. Be honest.

5. Be positive—think happy thoughts!! ( SMILE—tomorrow is a new day!

It is my hope that with a positive attitude, some effort, and by following the above procedures, this year in science will be an enjoyable one for all.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, please let me know and we’ll arrange to meet.









Sincerely, 








         Mrs. Lowry

“Never settle for the path of least resistance…when you get the choice to sit it out or dance, I hope you DANCE”

~ Leann Womack

