Balanced Literacy Program
Tashua Elementary School

· Oral Language - Students engage in discussion, retell, and word play. This is the rehearsal for reading and writing.

· Interactive Read Aloud – Develops listening skills, vocabulary and sense of story

· Shared Reading – Teacher involves children in the reading of a book to help them learn aspects of print, decoding and comprehension strategies

· Skill Practice and Word Study – Focused instruction on phonics, word identification, how words work, and vocabulary building

· Strategy Work – Develops skills to problem solve unknown words as well as comprehension strategies
· Guided Reading – This is the heart of our program.  Small group lesson where the teacher provides the structure and purpose for reading.  The groups are based on students’ needs and their instructional reading level.
· Independent Reading – Students choose a “just right” book (few word identification problems and high comprehension) and read with a teacher directed purpose.
· Written Response – Students respond to literature in notebooks, journals.  Students answer literal and higher level thinking open-ended questions.
· Guided Writing – Students are given direct instruction through mini lessons on all aspects of the craft of writing
· Daily Independent Writing – Students practice the components of writing such as organization, details, focus, good beginnings and endings etc.
· Love Of Reading – Through our comprehensive reading program we strive to develop the love of reading by setting the students up for success with choice of books in independent reading, motivation to read and write and teaching the students the necessary skills and tools to become a good reader.
