ATOMS VOCABULARY and STUDY GUIDE
Vocabulary:  You must know the definition of each science term and be able to explain what it means.   
atom: the smallest unit of an element; all matter is made of atoms

atomic number:  tells the number of protons in the nucleus of an atom

balanced atom:   the number of protons, electrons and neutrons are equal
electrons:  Negatively charged particles that orbit around the nucleus of an atom.
protons:  positively charged particles that are located in the nucleus (center)  of 


      an atom. 

nucleus:  the center of an atom; usually has an equal number of protons and neutrons

neutrons:  Particles with no charge (neutral) that are located in the nucleus 
 

      (center) of an atom

elements:  building blocks of all matter; an element is made of only one type of 
 
       atom.  (example:  gold, carbon, silver, neon). 

molecule: two or more atoms bonded together to form a new substance. 

Three states of matter:  solids, liquids and gases;  all matter is made of atoms
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Boron:  Atomic number 5





Remember


Number of protons and neutrons are equal


Number of protons and electrons are equal


First ring: 2 electrons


Second ring: 8 electrons


Third ring:  18 electrons. 
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