Citing Shakespeare in MLA format


Use the following format for citing passages from verse plays. This does not apply to plays that are not written in verse, such as A Streetcar Named Desire.



How to cite a long piece of text

When you look at the following example, notice that

· this block quotation is indented 10 spaces, which is twice as far as you would indent a regular paragraph.

· the final period comes before the citation.

· roman numerals have been used to denote act and scene. This quotation is from act 1, scene 4, lines 55-60. The citation may also be written as (1.4.55-60).

Shakespeare shows that Macbeth is already thinking about killing Duncan:

The Prince of Cumberland! That is a step

On which I must fall down or else o’erleap,

For in my way in lies. Stars, hide your fires;

Let not light see my black and deep desires.

The eye wink at the hand, yet let that be

Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see. (I.iv.55-60)



How to cite a short piece of text

When you look at the following example, notice that

· roman numerals have been used to denote act and scene. This quotation is from act 1, scene 5, lines 76-78. The citation may also be written as (1.5.76-78).

· all original capitalization and punctuation are intact. 

· a slash (/) has been added into order to show where the line break in the verse occurs.

· the final period comes after the citation. This separates it from the next sentence.

Instead of being shocked and disgusted that Macbeth would consider murder, Lady Macbeth advises him, “Look like th’ innocent flower, / But be the serpent under ‘t” (I.v.76-78). In a sinister way, Lady Macbeth is supportive of her husband.



