Content Rubric (For Writer’s Ideas, Evidence, Organization, Voice, & Style)


	
	Accomplished: 25
	Satisfactory: 20
	Emerging: 15
	Needs Improvement: 10
	Unacceptable: 5

	Thesis
	· Establishes clear & highly insightful thesis.

· Thesis establishes a clear & original stance.

· Thesis addresses question/ prompt.
· Thesis is clearly & effectively threaded throughout essay; does not veer off topic.
	· Establishes clear and appropriate thesis.

· Thesis establishes a clear stance.

· Thesis addresses question/prompt.
· Thesis is clearly & effectively threaded throughout the essay; does not veer off topic
	· Establishes an acceptable focus.

· Thesis addresses question/prompt.
· Thesis is threaded throughout the essay.
	· There may be an attempt at a thesis, but it may lack clarity, depth, remain on the surface, and/or not answer the question / prompt.

· Thesis may establish a minimal stance.
	· No established thesis

· No central focus

· Thesis does not establish a stance

	
	Accomplished: 50
	Satisfactory: 45
	Emerging: 40
	Needs Improvement: 35
	Unacceptable: 30

	Writer’s Ideas, Extension,  & Support
	· Displays original insight and divergent thinking which illuminates the text.

· Original ideas may expand upon rather than rehash class discussion.

· Ideas are easily accessible to the reader.

· Thoroughly connects support and insight.

· Offers clear, insightful, and fully developed explanation of evidence. Student uses quotations for analysis, interpretation, or support. Quotes are not used superficially.  

· Introduction is developed—doesn’t just state the thesis.
· Conclusion is truly developed--doesn’t restate or paraphrase the thesis.
	· Displays some original insight which illuminates the text.

· Original ideas may expand upon rather than rehash class discussion.

· Ideas are easily accessible to the reader.

· Develops a strong connection between support and insight.

· Offers clear, insightful, and developed explanation of evidence. Student uses quotations for analysis, interpretation, or support. Quotes are not used superficially.  

· Introduction is developed—doesn’t just state the thesis.
· Conclusion is developed--doesn’t restate or paraphrase the thesis.
	· Displays some insight.

· Ideas may expand upon rather than rehash class discussion.

· Ideas are clear to the reader.

· Develops some connection between support & insight.

· Offers somewhat clear and developed explanation of evidence. Student uses quotations for analysis, interpretation, or support. Most quotes are not used superficially.   

· Introduction &/or conclusion may need development.
	· Displays limited insight may simply retell plot. 

· Ideas may rehash class discussion.

· Ideas are unclear & may confuse the reader.

· Develops minimal connection between support & insight.

· Attempts to develop an explanation of evidence.

· Quotes may be used superficially.  

· Introduction &/or conclusion may need development.

	· Displays little to no insight & may simply retell plot. 

· Ideas may rehash class discussion.

· Ideas may be unclear &/or confuse reader.

· Does not develop a connection between support & insight.

· Quotes not used, or used superficially.

· Does not offer a developed explanation of evidence. 

· Intro. &/or conclusion need development

	
	Accomplished: 25
	Satisfactory: 20
	Emerging: 15
	Needs Improvement: 10
	Unacceptable: 5

	Organization, Voice, & Style
	· Essay is extremely fluent with use of effective word choices & transitions (avoids weak word choices & passive voice) 

· Tone, diction, & purpose are clearly appropriate to audience & hold reader’s attention.

· Paragraphs are focused & organized creatively to achieve purpose (i.e. strong topic sentences, coherence, links ideas to each other as well as back to thesis; avoids 5 paragraph “formula”)
	· Essay is fluent with use of effective word choices & transitions (limits weak word choices & passive voice) 

· Tone, diction, & purpose are usually appropriate to audience.

· Paragraphs are focused & organized to achieve purpose (i.e. strong topic sentences, coherence, links ideas to each other as well as back to thesis; avoids “formula”)
	· Essay is somewhat fluent with some strong word choices & transitions (limits weak word choices & passive voice) 

· Tone, diction, & purpose are somewhat appropriate to audience.

· Paragraphs & organization may be inconsistent.
	· Essay is minimally fluent with few strong word choices & transitions.

· Tone, diction, & purpose are minimally appropriate to audience.

· Limited or illogical use of paragraphing & organization.
	· Essay is not fluent with little to no strong word choices & transitions.

· Tone, diction, & purpose are not appropriate to audience.

· No awareness of paragraphing & organization.

	On Time
	-10 per day for each late day (hard copy AND soft copy uploaded to TurnItIn.com) Assignments will not be accepted later than 2 days late. When the hard copy of the paper is due in class, the paper must already have been uploaded to the site.  Please note: The piece will not considered submitted and will not be graded until it has been submitted to www.TurnItIn.com.  

-10 if draft or any other requested materials (such as Teacher Feedback Sheet or Peer Workshop Sheets) are missing or late. 

-5 for unstapled papers, or papers being assembled at the beginning of class on the due date. Please be considerate; be ready to turn in the paper upon arrival. 


