How to Intelligently and Thoroughly Discuss a Passage (Quotation) from a Novel


   Student Name 2

Here is the essay prompt that was provided for an essay on The Catcher in the Rye:

“There is no such thing as a moral or an immoral book. Books are well written or badly written.”  OSCAR WILDE (1854 - 1900), The Picture of Dorian Gray, 1891, preface

Gee, that’s a pretty progressive attitude coming from a writer who was born almost a century before The Catcher in the Rye was written. Do you agree or disagree with the quotation above? (Not the literal meaning, but the spirit of what Wilde is saying.) Explain what the quotation means, take a stance of agreement or disagreement, and support your argument by discussing significant relevant details from The Catcher in the Rye. Here is some food for thought: Can a book’s literary merit outweigh its questionable or controversial content? Should morality be a consideration when judging a book’s literary quality? What determines if content is moral or immoral? Is it a bigger offense to subject a reader to a book that is morally bankrupt or aesthetically bankrupt? Which does more damage, and why?

STUDENT’S THESIS: The Catcher in the Rye’s inclusion of potentially controversial language and sensitive topics does not detract from its overall quality. Instead, these aspects add to the authenticity and characterization, two major factors in determining the success of a piece of literature, of Holden’s voice and his experiences. 



Body Paragraph #1 looks like this:

So-called “immoral” language provides Holden’s character with an aspect of believability. 
Teenagers tend to talk freely – as Holden does – without censoring their language. Swearing also conveys emotion that the author would not be able to convey as strongly with censored words such as “crap” or “darn.” He tells the reader what happened the night he left Pencey Prep, recounting, 
“I yelled at the top of my goddam voice, ‘Sleep tight, ya morons!’ I’ll bet I woke up every bastard on the whole floor. Then I got the hell out. Some stupid guy had thrown peanut shells all over the stairs, and I damn near broke my crazy neck” (Salinger 52). The author uses words such as “goddam,” “bastard,” and “hell” in order to illustrate Holden’s bitterness and frustration at failing out of yet another private school
. Salinger’s word choice also demonstrates Holden’s deep-seated frustration at being surrounded by people he dislikes – and now his elation of finally being able to escape them. The crudeness of Holden’s voice gives his character verisimilitude and even adds an element of humor to the novel
. 
�Notice the clear topic sentence that relates directly to the thesis. 


�Notice how there is a lead for the quote. 


�Notice how the student discusses very specific aspects of the quote. 


�Notice how the student write three sentences in which he/she elaborates on the significance of the passage from the text. 





