The RhYME and rHythm of plaGiarism

[image: image1.wmf]Plagiarism is nothing short of a crime—

An act of treason against the mind.

The spelling is easy whenever it’s required—

Remember, I-A-R is also in the word LIAR.

There are useful sources and it’s all right                

To use them, but I can’t forget to cite.

As Shakespeare said, “To thine own self be true.” 

See?  I just gave credit where credit was due.

If I’m a thesis thief or I filch a phrase,

Pilfer a poem or embezzle essays 

From a friend, or a book, or the Internet,

A big, fat F is what I’ll get.

But I don’t worry ‘cause only cheaters get caught.

I write my rhyme the way that I ought.

It may not win the Nobel Prize,

But it’s my creation and my positive pride.

I’m not naïve. Although some people deny,

I know they steal more than that Henderson guy. 

I think of Ricky when I have an assignment—

The only time to steal is on the baseball diamond.

I swear upon the dictionary A to Z

[image: image2.wmf]That the words and ideas all came from me.

There are many formats for citing a source.

I chose one then stay consistent, of course.

My bibliography shows that I don’t steal.

It’s just one more way I’m keeping it real!
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