Directions for Reflection Journal (RJ)

( Please note: IT IS NOT A SUMMARY. (

1. When do I write a Reflection Journal entry?

Write one Reflection Journal (RJ) for each section of reading assigned. 

NOTE: The assignment posting on the board or online will not say to write a Reflection Journal entry for each section because from here forward it is understood that you always do it for each section of reading. 

For example, 

· CH 1-3 due Wednesday. 

(This means you write one RJ about CH 1-3 and have it ready for Wednesday.)

· CH 4-6 due Friday. 

(This means you write another RJ about CH 4-6 and have it ready for Friday.)

2. What exactly is a Reflection Journal? How long does it have to be?

Quality matters more than quantity. However, each entry should be at least one FULL page. Remember that you may be reading it aloud to the class, and it must be substantial enough to spark class discussion. Please note: It is NOT a summary. 

The Reflection Journal is a sort of Learner’s Log, and it is a place to

explore ideas that arose while you were reading the text;

reflect on your classmates’ ideas about the reading;

respond to the reading;

question your classmates and yourself;

consider the implications or “So what?” of the reading;

and identify points which confirm or challenge your past experiences.

In the past, other teachers may have asked you to write annotations on sticky notes in your book. Well, a RJ can be a place to explore the ideas that you would have written about in your annotations. 

3. Why is the Reflection Journal important?

Besides helping you to understand and interact with the text, the RJ gives you more control over the class discussion. On RJ days I will select two students at random, and they will read their latest RJ. The class discussion will evolve from and build off of the ideas presented by those two students.  The RJ allows you revisit, agree, or disagree with a classmate’s idea, even if it is a few days later. Depending on the length of the reading, a RJ might count as a homework assignment or as a quiz.  

Please note: A Reflection Journal is NOT a summary.


