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	Primary Criteria
	Thesis - Focus

Insight

Connections

Clarity

Evidence

· Support

· Details

· Examples
	Order

Sequence

Paragraphing

Transitions
	Audience

Tone

Diction

Voice

Sentence Structure
	Grammar

Syntax

Usage

Spelling

Punctuation

Paragraphing
	

	Accomplished


	Appropriately narrow thesis establishes the focus.  Ideas display significant original insight and rich stimulating thought. Well-established ideas connect to each other and to the thesis. Evidence is compelling and well developed.  Thinking is clear.
	Paragraphs and sentences are well connected through skillful use of transitions, unifying phrases or key ideas.  Paragraphing adequately separates and develops thinking.  Sequencing contributes to purpose. Reader is effectively carried through the piece.
	Word choice, phrasing, sentence structure are appropriate to audience and purpose. They give voice to the piece.  Language and structure create style that engages reader and reflects the writer’s engagement with the material.  Sentences are fluent.
	Minimal or no errors.  Mechanics are accurate and may be creatively used.  The writing is sufficiently complex in order to show skill in using conventions (e.g. subordination). Proper paragraphing.
	

	Emerging
	Contains a thesis which may be too narrow or too general.  Ideas provide limited support of thesis and limited development or explanation. Ideas are present but not particularly insightful.  Paper appears to have some digressions.  Some details may appear irrelevant.
	Transitions may be lacking.  Connection between ideas and thesis are not readily apparent.  Connection between ideas may be lacking. Paragraphs exist but  lack focus and offer limited development.  Sequence may not contribute to purpose and shifts may distract reader.
	Some awareness of audience. Language functional but may lack energy and tone.  Word choice shows little refinement with only some attempt at precise or colorful language.  Writer’s style is adequate but not unique.
	Spelling and capitalization usually correct. End punctuation usually correct. Some errors in internal punctuation (commas, semicolon).  Paragraphing runs together or begins in the wrong place.  Moderate editing needed.
	

	Deficient
	No thesis and lacks focus.  Support may be emotional, inaccurate, superficial, irrelevant and/or show limited understanding.  Details may be repetitive or confusing.  Ideas are difficult to understand.
	Abrupt shifts in thought interfere with meaning.  Fluency and transitions are lacking.  Little sense of organization with frequent digressions or gaps in thinking.  Reader is blocked from meaning.
	Writing seems indifferent uninvolved or distanced from the topic. Style may be complete mismatch for the intended reader.  Development is limited with no point of view. Wording is general, clichéd or limited, which leaves reader wondering
	Mechanical errors repeatedly distract reader.  Punctuation is missing or incorrect.  Paragraphing is missing or random.  Reader must read once to decode and then again for meaning. Requires considerable editing.
	


