I.  The Beginning of America to 1750

A.  Native American Culture (The Iroquois Constitution)

B.  Beginning American Cultures: North and South (John Smith, William Bradford)

C.  Puritan Thought (Nathaniel Hawthorne The Scarlet Letter, Anne Bradstreet, “Bearing the Burden: Puritan Wives”)

D.  The Great Awakening. (“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”)

II.   Becoming a Nation – The Creation of American Voices 1750-1800

A.  Voices for Freedom (Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin )

B.  Defining an American (Benjamin Franklin from Autobiography, Patrick Henry)

C.  The City on a Hill – America as a model.

D.  Making Connections to Modern Literature (e.g. Martin Luther King Jr. “Letter from Birmingham City Jail,” John F. Kennedy “Inaugural Address,”)

III.  Developing a Literature    1800-1870

A.  Romanticism (Edgar Allan Poe, Washington Irving, William Cullen Bryant, selected Fireside Poets. Literary criticisms - Poe)

B.  Transcendentalism (Ralph Waldo Emerson, American Scholar, Henry David Thoreau)

C.  Anti-Transcendentalism (Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville Billy Budd)

D.  Transitional Writers (Emily Dickinson, Walt Whitman pre-Civil War)

E.  The Developing Woman’s Movement (Margaret Sanger, Sojourner Truth, etc)

F.  Making Connections to Modern Literature (e.g.  Annie Dillard “Seeing” from Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, “Living Like Weasels”)

IV.  Defining Voices     Civil War Years

A.  Historically Based (Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln – The Gettysburg Address, Mary Chestnut, Stephen Crane Red Badge of Courage)

B.  The American Soldier in the Civil War (Selected Letters, Photographs of Brady, Ken Burns Documentary The Civil War)
C.  Changing Spirits (Walt Whitman post-Civil War)

D.  Making Connections to Modern Literature (e.g. Tim O’Brien selection from The Things They Carried, “Dear America: Letters from Home” Documentary)

V.  Forging New Frontiers    1880-1914

A.  Spirit of the Frontier (Mark Twain, Bret Harte)

B.  Realism and Regionalism

C.  Living in the Changing Society (Kate Chopin The Awakening, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Mark Twain The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Edwin Arlington Robinson, Edgar Lee Masters, Willa Cather, Charlotte Perkins Gilman “The Yellow Wallpaper”)

D.  Black America (W.E.B. DuBois, Booker T. Washington)

E.  Naturalism (Jack London, Ambrose Bierce, Stephen Crane Maggie: A Girl of the Streets)

F.  The Rise of Industry and Social Protest (Upton Sinclair’s  The Jungle)

VI.  Expressing Disillusionment    1914-1946

A.  Modernism

B.  Troubled Times – A Fractured Society(T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, Ernest Hemingway, Scott Fitzgerald, W.H. Auden, Wallace Stevens, 

Sherwood Anderson, Eudora Welty)

C.  Conrast of the 20s and 30s (The Great Gatsby)

D.  The Great Depression (John Steinbeck The Grapes of Wrath, Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech, Library of Congress photo documentary of the Depression, Anna Quinlen “Homeless”)

E.  Changing Roles of Women (The Cult of True Womanhood)

F.  Drawing on Regional Diversity (Edith Wharton, Carl Sandburg, William Faulkner, Robert Frost, James Thurber, E.B. White, Zora Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes, Claude McKay, Countee Cullen, Arna Bontemps)

G.  The American Dream Revisited. (Death of a Salesman)

VII.  Viewing Society Today/Contemporary American Authors   1947-Present

A.  Contemporary Voices (variety of cultural viewpoints including but not limited to Flannery O’Connor, Maxine Hong Kingston, Julia Alvarez, Tim O’Brien, Amy Tan, Cormac McCarthy)

B.  Civil Rights and Social Protest (MLK I have a Dream, James Baldwin, John Hersey, Robert Hayden, Louise Erdrich,)

Making Connections (e.g. Arthur Miller The Crucible, Tennessee Williams The Glass Menagerie, Ken Kesey’s One Flew Over the
