AP Lang and Comp
Cold Mountain Essay
Author Charles Frazier said of his novel, “The story seemed like an American odyssey and it also seemed to offer itself as a form of elegy for that lost world I had been thinking about.”

Discuss your response to this quote and to what extent Cold Mountain depicts a true “American odyssey”.  As you consider this, think about America’s history and how, in many ways, the development of our country has been an odyssey, or a journey. What is it that we have been searching for? To what extent have we found it? Does an odyssey ever end? Make clear what you think Frazier means and how/why his “odyssey” can be characterized as an “American” one.
Reminders (DO’s and DO NOT’s):
· DO make clear your understanding of what is meant by “American odyssey”. This should be evident in the content of the paper. DO NOT give me a definition.
· DO provide an in-depth analysis of the text and its characters. DO NOT be satisfied with superficial interpretations or emotional responses, as these do not reflect a close, critical reading of the text. Continue to peel back layers (this is called explication) until you feel you have reached the core. Close reading means paying attention to language and how and why an author uses it. In simple terms, you’re looking at what the text says; understanding what it does; and interpreting what it means. 
· DO NOT arbitrarily toss around literary terms if you do not fully understand what they mean and how/why they are being used. This weakens your credibility and, therefore, the substance of your paper.
· DO take the time to set clear and specific writing goals for yourself; they should not be vague (i.e., “I am going to use more text support”); instead, they should be concrete (“I am going to use textual evidence that effectively extends my thinking).
· DO NOT forget that this is a thesis-driven essay. Establish a clear, original thesis idea that can be effectively proven.

· DO schedule an appointment with me to review your outline or rough draft, if you feel it is necessary.
· DO feel confident about what you are doing!

DUE: 

