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The expectation of this course is that each student will work to their full potential throughout the school year.  This is a very important foundation course for your future in mathematics.  The material presented this year is meant to prepare you for Pre-Calculus.  (Seniors – please be aware that if you have not passed three math courses prior to this you must pass this course to graduate.)

I have a website (see above for address), which is updated almost daily with homework assignments, projected dates for all assessments, grades (approximately updated four weeks into each marking period and then updated every week thereafter), links to relevant websites, frequently asked questions, a calendar of relevant events, and an e-mail link for questions to me.  I usually check my website once each night – at approximately 7:30 pm.  So if you have questions on an assignment, you can e-mail me.

For each class, bring your covered textbook, your graphing calculator (TI-84), a writing instrument (I prefer pencil or erasable pen), and your notebook.  Signing out is necessary for anything you must leave the room for, including the nurse.  Ask to use the lav or to go to your locker.  Remember to sign out!  You are not allowed to leave class during an assessment.  Tardiness to class will not be tolerated and may result in detentions or referrals.  Everyone will get a progress report every marking period.  
	Grading Policies
Tests/Quizzes/Assessments/Projects/Homework/Classwork = 100%
This class is point based.  Tests are usually 100pts, quizzes are usually less than 100pts.  Homework is usually 2pts each, usually 25-30 homeworks during a marking period.

Announcements of tests/quizzes are usually made in advance, continue to check the website as this may be updated more often than my announcements in class.



What about HOMEWORK?
How is it graded?  Will it count?
Homework assignments will be assigned daily.  If you are not in class for any reason, check the website or call a classmate for the assignment.  Homework is due at the beginning of class on the next school day after it was assigned (unless otherwise stated in class or on the website).  Homework is graded on completeness.  Students are expected to use their notes and their textbook to help them in completing each homework assignment.  

· For full credit – each problem must be attempted.  Attempted means that there is work shown for each problem.  Do not leave any problems blank – include a question that you had about the problem – what was giving you difficulty in the problem?  Recopying the problem does not count as an attempt.  On each homework assignment you should be practicing proper notation and include full and complete answers, including sentences, as necessary.

· For half-credit – at least half the problems were attempted (as stated above)

· No credit will be given if less than half the assignment was attempted.  



What about extra help?

I am available for extra help Thursdays after school.  Arrangements may be made if you need to stay after school on Monday or Wednesday, as well as any morning sessions of extra help.  If you are goofing off in class and not making an attempt to do your homework, you will not be allowed to attend extra help sessions.

As soon as you have difficulty in this class – come for extra help!

Sometimes all you need is clarification of a concept or a quick question, please do not hesitate to come for extra help.  If you put in the time and effort, I will do everything, within my power, to help you succeed in this class.  

