Connecting Literature and Biology

An Interdisciplinary Project

	Book
	Possible Research Question

	Code Orange
	Is a smallpox epidemic possible? Could terrorists actually use smallpox as a “weapon of mass destruction”?

Should we keep a supply of vaccine on hand?

How could we prevent a smallpox epidemic?

	California Blue
	Is preserving the environment more important than preserving people’s livelihoods?

How can we achieve a balance between economic development and conservation? 

How are the events depicted in the book relevant to current events and concerns?

	Double Helix
	What are some of the ethical and legal issues involved with genetic engineering?
Is the quest to find a cure for a serious disease more important than other considerations?

	My Sister’s Keeper
	Should young people have the legal right to make decisions about their own bodies?
Is it a morally correct decision to have a genetically manipulated offspring to preserve the life of a terminally ill sibling?

Is the system controlling organ transplants ethical?

Do the laws regulating these procedures need to be changed?

	Fade to Black
	Do we still need to worry about an AIDS epidemic?

How can we protect the rights of people infected with AIDS and other similar diseases?

Can AIDS be eradicated?

	Kissing Doorknobs
	How can disorders such as OCD be cured/managed?

Can a person with such a disorder lead a “normal” life?

	Stuck in Neutral
	How is it possible to live a full life despite a serious, disabling disease?

How can serious genetic diseases such as cerebral palsy be cured/managed?

	Cut
	How is self-mutilation, or self-injury  manifestation of a mental disorder? How can it be cured/managed?

	Ghost Boy
	How will genetic engineering help people afflicted with genetic conditions such as albinism?

	Jaguar
	Why is it important to maintain the integrity of the rain forest?
Should maintenance of the rain forest be a global responsibility?

How can we protect the environment while allowing for development?

	When Zachary Beaver Came to Town
	What can be done to cure the obesity epidemic?

Why has obesity become an epidemic?


