Active Learning - Knowing


Active learning means that you have checked that you actually know material and have developed an overview before coming to class.   You also know what you are still not sure of.

Tips on active learning:
· Test your knowledge before coming to class.

· Enter class knowing that you know material.   You should have confidence since you have tested yourself.

· Do not just DO the assignment, also

· Highlight and take notes.

· Record on paper what you are unsure of, questions you have for your teacher, and items that come up as you do problems that you need to review.

· Just reading usually does not produce dependable, deep knowledge.  You must test your knowledge.  Use flash cards and write out full answers before checking them.  Do a problem without reference to the book or notes, again writing down full answers before checking them

· Verbalizing answers does not guarantee you know something.  Test yourself by writing out answers without reference to other material.

· Develop an overview.  Write it down.  What is the course about?  What is this chapter about?  What are the sections you have covered and how do they go together to make a sensible chapter?

Some tricks:

· When you walk into class, are you prepared to give a short speech on the recent material?  Can you list and explain much of the recent terminology?

· Imagine you are a doctor and learning material for an upcoming operation.  Are you ready to do the operation with confidence?  Have you practiced it? 

