Syllabus: AP Comparative Government 

CORAL GLADES HIGH SCHOOL: 2008-2009

AP Comparative Government

TEACHER: Mr. Dan Alonso

Daniel.alonso@browardschools.com

The AP course in Comparative Government and Politics introduces students to fundamental concepts used by political scientists to study the processes and outcomes of politics in a variety of country settings. The course aims to illustrate the rich diversity of political life, to show available institutional alternatives, to explain differences in processes and policy outcomes, and to communicate to students the importance of global political and economic changes. Comparison assists both in identifying problems and in analyzing policymaking. Careful comparison of political systems produces useful knowledge about the policies countries have effectively initiated to address problems, or, indeed, what they have done to make things worse.  The key to this course is comparison.   Why are some countries stable democracies and not others? Why do many democracies have prime ministers instead of presidents? And so on.

In addition to covering the major concepts that are used to organize and interpret what we know about political phenomena and relationships, the course will also cover specific countries and their governments. Six countries form the core of the AP Comparative Government and Politics course. China, Great Britain, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia are all regularly covered in college-level introductory comparative politics courses. The inclusion of Iran adds a political system from a very important region of the world and one that is subject to distinctive political and cultural dynamics. By using these six core countries, the course can move the discussion of concepts from abstract definition to concrete example, noting that not all concepts will be equally useful in all country settings.”

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: Being this is an advanced placement class; students are expected to work at the collegiate level.  Students will demonstrate the following concepts throughout the year:

· PowerPoint presentations

· Research and argument papers

· Individual and group presentations

· Class discussion

Students will be introduced to the major themes of writing research papers.  It is important to understand how to conduct a quality research project.  Critical thinking is of great importance.  In some of the projects students conduct, there are no right or wrong answers; however students must justify their responses through substantive information identified through his or her research.

You will have to read.  If you do not stay attentive on the reading assignments you will struggle in this class.  Night-to-night homework will be minimal, however, long-term assignments and reports are provided to help you manage your time and submit optimal work.  IF YOU ATTEMPT TO DO READINGS, PREPARE FOR TESTS, AND WRITE PAPERS THE NIGHT BEFORE THE DUE DATE, YOU WILL STRUGGLE IN THIS CLASS.

Furthermore, you are attempting to earn college credit.  Consequently, you will have to present your work in a college-level format. This class will be conducted like the entry level collegiate class (POS 1041).  

CLASSROOM DISCIPLINE POLICY:

· No Cell Phones: This means no text messaging.  If I take your phone it is not my fault.  It is a SCHOOL RULE! You signed a statement that said you would oblige to all school rules upon entering the school.

· No Cheating.

· No passes the first and last ten minutes of class. SCHOOL RULE.

· Do not be late. 

· Respect your fellow classmates.  Humiliating a fellow classmate is one of the few ways you will find your self in the administrator’s office from my classroom.

· Keep the area around your desk clean.

· Do not write on the desks.

· NO IPODS, or any electronic devices in the class.  They will be confiscated.

· Have materials every day.  I do not supply students with pens, pencils, or paper.

MATERIALS: Have a three-ring binder for the class so that you can adequately record all your notes in the class in one area. (IMPORTANT FOR MID-TERM AND FINAL EXAMS!)  Supply yourself with plenty of pens, pencils, highlighters, and paper.

BROWARD COUNTY GRADING SCALE:

90-100 A

87-89 B+

80-86 B

77-79 C+

70-76 C

67-69 D+

60-66 D

59-below
F

TESTING:  There will be examinations at the end of each unit/individual case study.  If you miss the day of an examination, you will be administered an essay-only exam upon return to school. (NOTE: IF YOU KNOW YOU ARE GOING TO MISS SCHOOL, PLEASE LET ME KNOW IN ADVANCE SO WE CAN MAKE NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS).  

Testing Methodologies: Multiple Choice




True-False




Matching




Short Answer and Extended Essay Response




RESEARCH PAPERS: Each quarter you will have at least one paper that will count for approximately 25% of your grade.  Please follow the Chicago Manual Style Citation when drafting your papers (good link: www.lib.ohio-state.edu/sites/guides/chicagogd.html). DO NOT PLAGARIZE! YOU WILL GET A ZERO! THIS IS SOMETHING YOU MUST TAKE SERIOUSLY.

QUIZZES:  If student are attentive in class and complete the assigned readings, then quizzes, which are announced and unannounced, should be an effective way for the student to improve their grade.  Quizzes usually follow the format of short answer, multiple-choice, true/false and matching.

HOMEWORK: Since this course will be ran like a collegiate-level class, homework is due the day it is assigned whether you are in school or not.  If you are absent email it to me before the start of class, or have a fellow classmate turn it in for you.  

PARTICIPATION: Discussion and participation are factors for this grade.  Sleeping and apathy are deterrents.  If you lose these points you will struggle in this class.  The instructor reserves the right to uses a variety of methods for gauging student participation.

A Note on Special Projects and Papers

-Each student will be required to complete TWO analyses and reviews of books dealing with a topic pertaining to comparative politics. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND A LIST OF SUGGESTED TITLES WILL BE PROVIDED WELL IN ADVANCE
In addition, students will be broken up into teams.  Each team will become experts on a particular country. (The countries will be selected from the list of countries covered on the exam).  Each team will have to complete a series of assignments for presentation to the class.  Details and due dates for these assignments will be given in advance.

DISCUSSION OF CURRENT EVENTS READINGS FROM POPULAR PERIODICALS WILL BE A KEY FACET OF THIS COURSE. 
THE COURSE FOR THE 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR WILL GO AS FOLLOWS:

First Quarter: Monday August 18, 2008-Thursday October 23, 2008

Introduction to course

Structural Analysis of Countries

The World is Flat Study of Globalization
Second Quarter: Monday October 27, 2008-Thursday January 15, 2009

· Individual Case Study: GREAT BRITAIN (& European Union)

· Individual Case Study: RUSSIA/ (with surrounding Asia)

Third Quarter: Tuesday January 20, 2009-Thursday March 26, 2009
· Individual Case Study: CHINA

· Individual Case Study: MEXICO

· Individual Case Study: IRAN and the surrounding Middle East

Fourth Quarter: Monday March 30, 2009-Thursday June 4, 2009

· Individual Case Study: IRAN and the surrounding Middle East. Continued
· Individual Case Study: NIGERIA
WEEKLY LESSON OUTLINE

UNIT I: INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS

AUGUST

August 18, 2008-August 22, 2008: Introduction to the course.  Objectives composed:

· What is comparative politics?

· Philosophical ideology of governmental systems

· Thomas Hobbes

· Karl Marx

· Adam Smith

· Friedrich Nietzsche

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, presentation of philosophical debates, using the ideologies of each intellectual reviewed

August 25, 2008-August 29, 2008: Globalization 
· Defining globalization 

· Globalization and the impact of policy.

Reading: The World is Flat
Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation along with class lecture and time to read supplemental readings

Objectives: 
The course provides instruction in introducing students to comparative politics. (C1)

The course includes supplemental readings, including primary source materials and contemporary new analyses that strengthen student understanding of the curriculum. (C12)

Selected Readings: 

Kesselman, M., Krieger, J., & Joseph, W. (eds). (2004). Introduction to Comparative Politics. Houghton Mifflin. 4th Ed. Pgs. 3-11

Friedman, T.L. (2005). The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 2nd Ed. Pgs. 

Losco, J & Williams(eds), L. (2003). Political Theory: Classic and Contemporary Readings. Los Angeles: Roxbury Publishing Company. 2nd Ed. 

Assessment: Multiple-Choice exam on UNIT I with a short and long analytical essay-response.

UNIT II: INTRODUCTION TO SOVEREINTY, AUTHORITY, & POWER CONNECTIONS TEXT: 13-31
September 2, 2008-September 5, 2008: The Comparative Method & Political Structures 
· The impact of informal politics

· Importance of political change

· Integration of political and economic systems

· Legitimacy

· Review of political culture and ideologies

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture and time to read supplemental readings

SEPTEMBER

September 8, 2008-September 12, 2008: Political and Economical Change & Citizens, Society and State
· Types of Change (Reform, Revolution and Coup d’etats)

· Attitudes toward change (radicalism, liberalism, conservatism, reactionary beliefs)

· Trends in governments (democratization, market economies, revival of ethic or cultural politics)

· Cleavages (social and political)

· Correlation of attitudes between citizens and the state (voting behavior, influential beliefs within society)

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture and time to read supplemental readings

September 15, 2008-September 19,2008: Political Institutions & Public Policy
· Levels of government (confederal, unitary, & federal)

· Supernatural organizations

· Executives

· Bureaucracies (Authority Structure, Extensive rules & Merit principle, etc.)

· How do all of these factors of power and politics engender September 11th like reactions?

· Policies (Economic, social, civil liberties, environment)

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, open-forum discussion on policies and ideologies of the September 11th, 2001 attacks on the United States. 

In-Depth Study and Discussion: Fahrenheit 9/11
Objectives: 
The course provides instruction in introducing students to comparative politics. (C1)



The course provides instruction in the topics of sovereignty, authority, and power. (C2)



The course provides instruction in political institutions. (C3)



The course provides instruction in the topics of citizens, society and the state. (C4)



The course provides instruction in political and economic change. (C5)



The course provides instruction in public policy. (C6)

The course includes supplemental readings, including primary source materials and contemporary new analyses that strengthen student understanding of the curriculum. (C12)

Selected Readings: 

Kesselman, M., Krieger, J., & Joseph, W. (eds). (2004). Introduction to Comparative Politics. Houghton Mifflin. 4th Ed. Pgs. 

Friedman, T.L. (2005). The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 2nd Ed. 

Kesselman, M. & Krieger, J. (2006). Readings in Comparative Politics: Political Challenges and Changing Agendas. 
Assignment: Examining through the prism of the course countries, tell what their actions would be in the wake of the September 11th, 2001 attacks. In a 10-minute oral presentation inform your classmates of your country’s response to September 11th.  Make sure to address the following:

· What is the public policy set forth by this country?

· How would the citizens of the specific country react to the attack and the response by their own governmental leaders?

· What change, if any, would there be within the specific country given the events of 9/11?

Assessment: Multiple-Choice Exam on Unit II with a short and long analytical essay-response.

UNIT III: UNITED STATES 

TEXT: CH. 3 91-139 
September 22, 2008-September 26, 2008: Construction of the American Modern State & Political Economy and Development QUICK OVERVIEW

· Geographical data

· Critical time periods 

· Civil War and Reconstruction

· New Deal Era

· Divided Government and Polarization

· 9/11 and Aftermath

· Implications for Comparative Politics

· Economy of the United States

· Social Impact of the American Economy

· America and the Global Economy

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture and time to read supplemental readings

September 29, 2008-October 3, 2008: American Government and Policy-Making & Representation and Participation
· Organization of the State (bureaucracies, judiciary, NSA, Military)

· Executive Branch

· Policy-Making Process

· Legislature

· U.S. Political Parties and Party System

· Elections

· Special Look at the 2008 Election 

· Interest Groups

· Pop Culture

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture

OCTOBER

October 6, 2008-October 10, 2008: Political Perspective Going Forward
· What are going to be the interests of the U.S. going forward?

· Which regions, or more specifically countries will they work to make policy?

· Which allies could turn to foes? And vice versa?

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture and time to read supplemental readings

October 13, 2008-October 17, 2008: Political Perspective Going Forward
· What are going to be the interests of the U.S. going forward?

· Which regions, or more specifically countries will they work to make policy?

· Which allies could turn to foes? And vice versa?

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture and time to read supplemental readings

Objectives: 
The course provides instruction in introducing students to comparative politics. (C1)



The course provides instruction in the topics of sovereignty, authority, and power. (C2)



The course provides instruction in political institutions. (C3)



The course provides instruction in the topics of citizens, society and the state. (C4)



The course provides instruction in political and economic change. (C5)



The course provides instruction in public policy. (C6)

The course teaches students to compare and contrast political institutions and processes across countries and to derive generalizations. (C7)

The course introduces students to the analysis and interpretation of data relevant to comparative government and politics. (C8)

The course requires students to write analytical and interpretive essays frequently. (C9)

The course includes supplemental readings, including primary source materials and contemporary new analyses that strengthen student understanding of the curriculum. (C10)

Selected Readings:

Kesselman, M., Krieger, J., & Joseph, W. (eds). (2004). Introduction to Comparative Politics. Houghton Mifflin. 4th Ed. Pgs. 91-139

Kesselman, M. & Krieger, J. (2006). Readings in Comparative Politics: Political Challenges and Changing Agendas. Ch. 2
Baer, R. (2003). Sleeping With the Devil: How Washington Sold Our Soul for Saudi Crude. New York: Three Rivers Press.

Barnett, T. (2004). The Pentagon’s New Map: War and Peace in the Twenty-First Century. New York: Putnam’s Sons.

Friedman, T.L. (2005). The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 2nd Ed.

Suskind, R. (2006). The One Percent Doctrine: Deep Inside America’s Pursuit of Its Enemies Since 9/11. New York: Simon & Schuster.


Woodward, B. (2002). Bush at War. New York: Simon & Schuster.

Assignment: From all of the information covered on the United States, synthesize data from the readings from a specific topic (i.e. terrorism, economy, etc.) and write a review on the policies the United States will implement in a specific region in the world, and the country under review in this class in that same area.

· Mexico (Latin America)

· Iran (Middle East)

· Southeast Asia (China)

· Europe (Britain & European Union)

· Russia

· Africa (Nigeria)

Assessment: Multiple-Choice Exam on United States of America with a short and long analytical essay-response.

UNIT IV: BRITAIN (with review of European Union) 
TEXT: CH. 2 36-88

October 20, 2008-October 23, 2008: Sovereignty, Authority and Power & Political and Economic Change
· Historical Evolution of Britain (Shaping the Monarchy, Parliament, Industrial Revolution, Contemporary Britain)

· Political Culture

· Adapting to a new industry and suffrage rights

· Changing economies over time periods

· World War II

· Crisis of the 1970s

· Margaret Thatcher and governing characteristics

· Tony Blair

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture

October 27, 2008-October 31, 2008: Citizens, Society and the State & Political Institutions
· British multi-national identities (England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland)

· Education and ethnic classes.

· Political Identities (decrease in labor unions, Northern Ireland and violent conflicts, Thatcherism, and New Labour)

· Voting Behaviors (Social classes and regional factors)

· Political Parties (Labour Party, Conservative Party, Liberal Democratic Party and other minority parties)

· Characteristics of elections within Britain, as well as changes and alterations to the process.

· Institutions of National Government (Cabinet and the Prime Minister, Parliament and the characteristics of it, House of Lords, Bureaucracy and the Judiciary)

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and a reenactment of British Parliament 

NOVEMBER

November 3, 2008-November 7, 2008: Public Policy and Current Issues in Britain/Review of the European Union

· Evolving Relationship between Government and the Economy

· British Relationship with the European Union

· Policy Issues by Tony Blair Regarding the United States and the European Union

· Devolution

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

November 10, 2008-November 14, 2008: European Union Continued & British Foreign Policy

· Brief History of the European Union

· Membership and its Politics

· Organization (Commission, Council of Ministers, European Parliament, European Court of Justice)

· Policy-Making Power (solidarity, monetary issues, agricultural issues)

· Future Policies (Common defense, terrorism)

· European Constitution

· British foreign policy: The next move?

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

Objectives: 
The course provides instruction in introducing students to comparative politics. (C1)



The course provides instruction in the topics of sovereignty, authority, and power. (C2)



The course provides instruction in political institutions. (C3)



The course provides instruction in the topics of citizens, society and the state. (C4)



The course provides instruction in political and economic change. (C5)



The course provides instruction in public policy. (C6)

The course teaches students to compare and contrast political institutions and processes across countries and to derive generalizations. (C7)

The course introduces students to the analysis and interpretation of data relevant to comparative government and politics. (C8)

The course requires students to write analytical and interpretive essays frequently. (C9)

The course includes supplemental readings, including primary source materials and contemporary new analyses that strengthen student understanding of the curriculum. (C10)

Selected Readings:

Kesselman, M., Krieger, J., & Joseph, W. (eds). (2004). Introduction to Comparative Politics. Houghton Mifflin. 4th Ed.

Kesselman, M. & Krieger, J. (2006). Readings in Comparative Politics: Political Challenges and Changing Agendas.

Reid, T.R. (2004). The United States of Europe: The New Superpower and the End of American Supremacy. New York: Penguin Group.

Assignment: FIRST ASSIGNMENT: Compare and contrast the structures and unique characteristics between the United States and Britain.  Viewing BBC and CSPAN would be ideal for this part of the assignment.  Also, compare the policies and governmental behaviors with its contingency and international countries. 

SECOND ASSIGNMENT: Reviewing the data on each country in the European Union provided, analyze Britain’s position as a member compared to other countries.  Is it favorable or marginal?

Assessment: Multiple-Choice Exam on Britain and the European Union with a short and long analytical essay-response.

UNIT V: RUSSIA 


TEXT: CH. 4 143-197

November 17, 2008-November 26, 2008: Overview of Russian Historical Governments & Sovereignty, Authority, and Power

· Legitimacy (tsars, Marxism-Leninism, Stalinism, totalitarianism)
· Absolute, centralized rule
· Ethnic Diversity
· East/West Conundrum
· Revolutions of the 20th Century
Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

November 27, 2008-November 28, 2008: THANKSGIVING BREAK: CLASS TIME FOR READINGS

DECEMBER

December 1, 2008-December 5, 2008: Political and Economical Culture & Change

· Geographical setting
· Religious characteristics (Eastern Orthodoxy)
· Animosity towards Russian government & Nationality
· Regimes (tsars, communism, and democracy)
· Leaders (Lenin, Stalin, Khrushchev, Brezhnev & Gorbachev) and their actions as leaders
Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings
December 8, 2008-December 12, 2008: Citizens, Society and the State & Political Institutions

· Nationalities regarding Chechnya
· Religious Conflict
· Social Classes
· Mistrust in Russian Government
· Political Parties of Russia (United Russia & CPRF, Reformist, Liberal Democratic)
· Elections (Referendum, Duma, Presidential)
· Interest Groups (Oligarchy, Russian mafia)
· Russian Media
Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings
DECEMBER

December 15, 2008-December 19, 2008: Institutions of Government &Public Policy and Current Issues

· President and the Prime Minister (duties involved)

· Legislature (Bicameral)

· Judiciary

· Military

· Public Policy of Economy

· Foreign Policy (near and far from country)

· Terrorism

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

Objectives: 
The course provides instruction in introducing students to comparative politics. (C1)



The course provides instruction in the topics of sovereignty, authority, and power. (C2)



The course provides instruction in political institutions. (C3)



The course provides instruction in the topics of citizens, society and the state. (C4)



The course provides instruction in political and economic change. (C5)



The course provides instruction in public policy. (C6)

The course teaches students to compare and contrast political institutions and processes across countries and to derive generalizations. (C7)

The course introduces students to the analysis and interpretation of data relevant to comparative government and politics. (C8)

The course requires students to write analytical and interpretive essays frequently. (C9)

The course includes supplemental readings, including primary source materials and contemporary new analyses that strengthen student understanding of the curriculum. (C10)

Selected Readings:

Kesselman, M., Krieger, J., & Joseph, W. (eds). (2004). Introduction to Comparative Politics. Houghton Mifflin. 4th Ed.

Kesselman, M. & Krieger, J. (2006). Readings in Comparative Politics: Political Challenges and Changing Agendas.

Baker, P. & Glasser, S. (2005). Kremlin Rising: Vladimir Putin’s Russia and the End of the Revolution. New York: Scribner.

Assignment: Compare and contrast the Russian/Chechen conflict to that of Britain and Northern Ireland.  Make sure to identify the leaders and policies implemented and call into question strategies put forth, as well as ideas that were sound in judgment.  Make sure to predict future policies for both.

Assessment: Multiple-Choice Exam on Russia with a short and long analytical essay-response.

January 5-14th  REVIEW FOR MIDTERM EXAM.  REVIEW COURSE COUNTRIES TO THIS POINT TAKE MIDTERM EXAM
UNIT VI: CHINA 


TEXT: CH. 8 359-413

January 20, 2009-January 23, 2009: Sovereignty, Authority and Power & Political Culture

· Historical background of the ancient society
· Characteristics of History (centralized, authoritarian power, Confucianism, bureaucracy, middle kingdom)
· Maoism
· Political Culture (geographical influences)
· Historical Eras (Dynastic rule, resistance to imperialism, effects of Maoism, Deng Xiaoping Theory
Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

January 26, 2009-January 30, 2009: Political and Economical Change & Citizens, Society and the State

· Change before 1949 (nationalism, new political community, socioeconomic development)

· Founding figure of the PRC: Two Phases-Soviet Model and Great Leap Forward

· Cultural Revolution (struggle, mass line collectivism, egalitarianism)

· Deng Xiaoping’s Ideals for China (open-door trade policy, education reform, institutionalization)

· Ethnic Cleavages

· Political Participation (CCP, technocrats, Tiananmen Square, growth of civil society, NGOs)

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

February 2, 2009-February 6, 2009: Political Institutions & Policy-Making and Political Issues

· Emphasis on authoritarianism and the political elites
· Organization of the CCP (NPC, Central Committee, Politburo/Standing Committee)
· Non-Communist Parties
· Elections (guanzi, factions, political elite)
· Corruption
· Interest Groups
· People’s Liberation Army
· Democracy and Human Rights (rule of law and liberties)
· Fang-Shou
· Economic Policy (agriculture and private businesses)

· Foreign Policy with emphasis on trade

· US/Chinese relations (Hong Kong and Taiwan)

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

February 9, 2009-February 13, 2009: Special emphasis and review of the future of China

· Closer examination on US/ Chinese relationship (Pros and Cons)
· Resource Wars: Increasing Dependency on foreign oil in China
· Buying debt from other countries
· Population unrest within Chinese borders
· The effect of the 2008 Olympics on the future of China 
Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

Objectives: 
The course provides instruction in introducing students to comparative politics. (C1)



The course provides instruction in the topics of sovereignty, authority, and power. (C2)



The course provides instruction in political institutions. (C3)



The course provides instruction in the topics of citizens, society and the state. (C4)



The course provides instruction in political and economic change. (C5)



The course provides instruction in public policy. (C6)

The course teaches students to compare and contrast political institutions and processes across countries and to derive generalizations. (C7)

The course introduces students to the analysis and interpretation of data relevant to comparative government and politics. (C8)

The course requires students to write analytical and interpretive essays frequently. (C9)

The course includes supplemental readings, including primary source materials and contemporary new analyses that strengthen student understanding of the curriculum. (C10)

Selected Readings:

Kesselman, M., Krieger, J., & Joseph, W. (eds). (2004). Introduction to Comparative Politics. Houghton Mifflin. 4th Ed.

Kesselman, M. & Krieger, J. (2006). Readings in Comparative Politics: Political Challenges and Changing Agendas.

Fishman, T.C. (2005). China, Inc. New York: Scribner.

Friedman, T.L. (2005). The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 2nd Ed.

Klare, M. (2004). Blood and Oil: The Dangerous Consequences of America’s Growing Dependency on Imported Petroleum. New York: Henry Holt & Company.

Assignment: Compare and contrast the economies of the United States and China.  Explain similarities and where characteristic diverge for both countries.  Also in your examination, interpret the graphs and data provided by Fishman to corroborate or dispel your findings through the readings in this unit.  

Assessment: Multiple-Choice Exam on China with a short and long analytical essay-response.
UNIT VII: MEXICO


TEXT CH. 5 205-249

FEBRUARY

February 16, 2009-February 20, 2009: Sovereignty, Authority, and Power & Political Culture

· Historical Traditions (Authoritarianism, Populism, Divisiveness, Instability/Legitimacy Issues)
· Legitimacy (Revolution of 1910-1917 and Institutional Revolutionary Party)
· National Identity (Religion, Patron-Clientelism and Economic Dependency)
· Geographic Influence (Climate, Mountains and Deserts, Natural Resources, border with America, population totals and urban population)
Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings
February 23, 2009—February 27, 2009: Political and Economical Change & Citizens, Society and the State

· Colonialism (Cultural heterogeneity, Catholicism, Economic Dependency)

· New Country (legitimacy issues)

· “The Porfiriato” (Stability, Foreign investment, dwindling middle class)

· Early 20th Century to present (Patron-client system, Constitution of 1917, Catholic Church conflicts, Establishment of PRI)

· Cleavages (urban v. rural, Mestizo v. Amerindian, North v. South)

· Political Participation (protests, voter behavior of age, education and region)

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

MARCH

March 2, 2009-March 6, 2009: Political Institutions & Policies and Issues

· Regime type of Mexico?

· Transitional Democracy (accountability, competition, freedom, equality)

· Political Parties (PRI, PAN, PRD)

· Election characteristics

· Interest Groups

· Media

· Government Institutions (Executive, Bureaucracy, Legislature, Judiciary, Military)

· Economy (Mexican Miracle) and Problems

· Foreign Policy

· President Fox and issues he faces

· Ethnic Disturbances

· US/ Mexico Relationship (immigration and NAFTA)

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

Objectives: 
The course provides instruction in introducing students to comparative politics. (C1)



The course provides instruction in the topics of sovereignty, authority, and power. (C2)



The course provides instruction in political institutions. (C3)



The course provides instruction in the topics of citizens, society and the state. (C4)



The course provides instruction in political and economic change. (C5)



The course provides instruction in public policy. (C6)

The course teaches students to compare and contrast political institutions and processes across countries and to derive generalizations. (C7)

The course introduces students to the analysis and interpretation of data relevant to comparative government and politics. (C8)

The course requires students to write analytical and interpretive essays frequently. (C9)

The course includes supplemental readings, including primary source materials and contemporary new analyses that strengthen student understanding of the curriculum. (C10)

Selected Readings:

Kesselman, M., Krieger, J., & Joseph, W. (eds). (2004). Introduction to Comparative Politics. Houghton Mifflin. 4th Ed.

Kesselman, M. & Krieger, J. (2006). Readings in Comparative Politics: Political Challenges and Changing Agendas.

Assignment: Compare and contrast the border situation of Mexico and the United States.  Find at least three more sources to quantify your findings.  In your review you should:

· Look at the economic implications of immigration for both countries.

· The sentiment within both populations.

· Examine it in comparison to the Chinese/Russian (two countries already reviewed) border issues faced in Asia and the economical impact on them.

· Uses the graphs/data provided in class and interpret them to corroborate your main concepts.

Assessment: Multiple-Choice Exam on Mexico with a short and long analytical essay-response.

UNIT VIII: IRAN


TEXT CH. 7 311-355

March 9, 2009-March 13, 2009: Sovereignty, Authority, and Power &Political Culture

· Introduction to Iranian culture
· Sh’ism v. Sunnis (Imams)
· Revolution of 1979 (Constitution of 1979)
· Authoritarians, combining of leaders of politics and religion
· Little impact of colonization, geographical limitations, and influence of ancient Persia
Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

March 16, 2009-March 20, 2009: Political and Economical Change & Citizens, Society and the State

· The Safavids (1501-1722)
· The Qajars (1794-1925)
· The Pahlavis (1925-1979) (White Revolution)
· The Islamic Revolution and the Republic (1979-Present) (Ayatollah Khomeini, Islamic Republic)
· Cleavages (Religion, Ethnicity, Social Class, Reformers v. Conservatives)
· Political Participation (Protestors and Demonstrators, Women and the Political System)
Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

March 23, 2009-March 27, 2009: Political Institutions & Public Policy

· Political Parties (Iranian Militant Clerics Society, Islamic Iran Participation Front, Executives of Construction Party, Islamic Society of Engineers)

· Elections (Majles Election of 2004, Presidential Election of 2005 of Ahmadinejad)

· Interest Groups

· Mass Media?

· Government Institutions (Jurist Guardianship, Supreme Leader, Guardian Council, Assembly of Religious Experts, Expediency Council: EXECUTIVE: President and Cabinet, Bureaucracy Semipublic Institutions, LEGISLATURE: Majles, JUDICIARY: Sharia, Qanun).

· Policy-Making Factors (Conservative v. reformist, Statists v. free-marketers).

· Economic Issues Intro (Nuclear Weapons)

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings
· Economic problems ahead for Iran (lack of variation, prostitution).
· Relationship with OPEC countries, future of oil production
· Political standing in the Middle East
· Allies and political counterparts in the world
· Problems on the domestic front with its citizens
· Ahmadinejad and his future as Iranian president

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

Objectives: 
The course provides instruction in introducing students to comparative politics. (C1)



The course provides instruction in the topics of sovereignty, authority, and power. (C2)



The course provides instruction in political institutions. (C3)



The course provides instruction in the topics of citizens, society and the state. (C4)



The course provides instruction in political and economic change. (C5)



The course provides instruction in public policy. (C6)

The course teaches students to compare and contrast political institutions and processes across countries and to derive generalizations. (C7)

The course introduces students to the analysis and interpretation of data relevant to comparative government and politics. (C8)

The course requires students to write analytical and interpretive essays frequently. (C9)

The course includes supplemental readings, including primary source materials and contemporary new analyses that strengthen student understanding of the curriculum. (C10)

Selected Readings:

Kesselman, M., Krieger, J., & Joseph, W. (eds). (2004). Introduction to Comparative Politics. Houghton Mifflin. 4th Ed.

Kesselman, M. & Krieger, J. (2006). Readings in Comparative Politics: Political Challenges and Changing Agendas.

Baer, R. (2003). Sleeping With the Devil: How Washington Sold Our Soul for Saudi Crude. New York: Three Rivers Press.

Corsi, J. (2005). Atomic Iran: How the Terrorist Regime Bought the Bomb and American Politician. Nashville: Cumberland House Publishing.

Gerges, F.A. (2006). Journey of the Jihadist. New York: Harcourt, Inc.

Klare, M. (2004). Blood and Oil: The Dangerous Consequences of America’s Growing Dependency on Imported Petroleum. New York: Henry Holt & Company.

Assignment: Examine Iranian future foreign policy.  How will it effect the United States?  Be sure to include the following:

· Potential traders inside and outside the region for resources.

· How will religion or domestic issues impact the behaviors of the Iranian leaders?

· The effect of other countries in the region (Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan).

· Including the United States, you must include at least three countries studied to this point as part of your review of Iran.

Assessment: Multiple-Choice Exam on Iran with a short and long analytical essay-response.

UNIT IX: NIGERIA


TEXT: 253-307

March 30, 2009-April 17, 2009: Sovereignty, Authority, and Power &Political Culture

· Constitutionalism and the question of legitimacy in Nigeria

· Fragmentation (General Ibrahim Babangida & General Sani Abacha)

· Political Traditions (Pre-colonial Era, Colonial Era, Era Since Independence of 1960)

· Political Culture Characteristics (Patron-clientism, State Control and Undeveloped Society, Tension of Modernity, Religious Tension, Geographical Influences).

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

· Cultural Diffusion

· Fulani and jihad

· Colonial Era of Indirect Rule

· Modern Nigeria and the “National Question.”

· Comparative Literacy Rates to other Reviewed Countries (lowest)

· Poverty, diminished middle class, and health issues

· Cleavages (Ethnicity, Religion, Region, Urban/Rural Differences, Social Class)

· Voting Behavior

· Attitudes Toward Government (corruption)

· Protests, Participation, and Social Movements

Teaching Methodologies: PowerPoint presentation, class lecture, and time to read supplemental readings

Assignment: Analyze what the future of Nigeria may feature. Consider the following:

· Potential traders inside and outside the region for resources.

· How will religion or domestic issues impact the behaviors of the Nigerian leaders?

· The effect of other countries in the region (Sudan, Egypt, Congo, etc).

· Including the United States, you must include at least two countries studied to this point as part of your review of Nigeria.

Assessment: Multiple-Choice Exam on Nigeria with a short and long analytical essay-response.

April 20th-May 1st  REVIEW FOR AP EXAM!!!

MONDAY MAY 5TH AP EXAM!!!!!!
CLASS TEXT: 

Kesselman, M., Krieger, J., & Joseph, W. (eds). (2004). Introduction to Comparative Politics. Houghton Mifflin. 4th Ed.

SUPPLEMENTAL READING:

Kesselman, M. & Krieger, J. (2006). Readings in Comparative Politics: Political Challenges and Changing Agendas.
SECONDARY SOURCES:

Baer, R. (2003). Sleeping With the Devil: How Washington Sold Our Soul for Saudi Crude. New York: Three Rivers Press.

Baker, P. & Glasser, S. (2005). Kremlin Rising: Vladimir Putin’s Russia and the End of the Revolution. New York: Scribner.

Barnett, T. (2004). The Pentagon’s New Map: War and Peace in the Twenty-First Century. New York: Putnam’s Sons. 

Barnett, T. (2006). The Pentagon’s New Map: Blueprint For Action. New York: Putnam’s Sons. 

Clarke, R. (2004). Against All Enemies. New York: Free Press.

Corsi, J. (2005). Atomic Iran: How the Terrorist Regime Bought the Bomb and American Politician. Nashville: Cumberland House Publishing.

Fishman, T.C. (2005). China, Inc. New York: Scribner.

Friedman, T.L. (2005). The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 2nd Ed.

Gerges, F.A. (2006). Journey of the Jihadist. New York: Harcourt, Inc.

Losco, J & Williams(eds), L. (2003). Political Theory: Classic and Contemporary Readings. Los Angeles: Roxbury Publishing Company. 2nd Ed.

Klare, M. (2004). Blood and Oil: The Dangerous Consequences of America’s Growing Dependency on Imported Petroleum. New York: Henry Holt & Company.

Phillips, K. (2006). American Theocracy: The Peril and Politics of Radical Religion, Oil, and Borrowed Money in the 21st Century. New York: Viking Adult, Inc.
Reid, T.R. (2004). The United States of Europe: The New Superpower and the End of American Supremacy. New York: Penguin Group.

Suskind, R. (2006). The One Percent Doctrine: Deep Inside America’s Pursuit of Its Enemies Since 9/11. New York: Simon & Schuster.

Woodward, B. (2002). Bush at War. New York: Simon & Schuster.

PUBLICATIONS

Wood, E. (2005). AP Comparative Government and Politics: A Study Guide. Pennsylvania: WoodYard Publications. 2nd Ed.

EXPECTED OUT-OF-CLASS WORK

Students are expected to be cognizant of current events that are taking place in the contemporary world.  Not only are they pertinent to matters of the world at this given time, but also furthermore, they will help connect current affairs with political events of the past.

Recommended readings out-of-the-class: The Wall Street Journal, New York Times, The Economist, TIME Magazine, Local Newspapers.  Also be observant to news media coverage {OR LACK THERE OF} (CNN, MSNBC, and FOX News.)

TEACHERS NOTE: Use me as a resource for class and beyond.  Make the last year of your high school experience enjoyable and memorable.  However, with the privileges also comes the responsibility of managing your time, something that you will have to master in your adult-life and will be magnified next year at the collegiate level.  If at some point you run into trouble, please approach me before or after class, on my planning hour or via email, so we can outline possible solutions to your problems.  DO NOT APPROACH ME ON THE FINAL DAY OF THE GRADING PERIOD WITH YOUR PROBLEMS! There is nothing I can do for you at that point.  There is no problem too big or small inside or outside of class.  I will listen to any problems or concerns you may have.
**PLEASE SIGN AND DETATCH AND RETURN TO MR. ALONSO BY AUGUST 24TH
**THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES/DELETIONS/ADDITIONS TO THIS SYLLABUS AS HE SEES FIT.

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THIS SYLLABUS

Print Student Name








Print Parent Name

Sign Student Name








Sign Parent Name
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