Coral Glades High School

Mr. Alonso’s

American Government Honors 

2010-2011 Course Syllabus

Teacher: D. Alonso


Phone: 754-322-1250 xt. 3023
Subject:  American Government      Planning: 2nd and 4th
Room: 167                     



E-Mail: Daniel.Alonso@browardschools.com

Course Description: 

Students will acquire a comprehensive understanding of American government and political behavior.  Appropriate concepts and skills will be developed through an evaluation of the Declaration of Independence, US Constitution and the Bill of Rights, an analysis of the roles of the three branches of government at the local, state and national levels, a comparative view of the changing roles of the three branches of government at the various levels, a comparative view of the changing nature of political parties and interest groups in determining government policy, an evaluation of citizen rights and responsibilities in a democratic state, and the importance of civic participation in democratic political processes.  One half credit of American government is required for graduation. NOTE: Special emphasis will be placed on the 2010 Election season
Resources:

Text:
Magruder’s American Government

Supplements: Prentice Hall Interactive Constitution CD-Rom, supplemental readings from media center, magazines and newspapers

Necessary websites will be announced as needed

BELOW IS THE WEBSITE FOR MR. ALONSO’S GOVERNMENT CLASSES.  BE SURE TO BOOKMARK THIS SITE AND REFER TO IT OFTEN! IF AN ASSIGNMENT IS GIVEN IN CLASS, AN ANNOUNCEMENT IS MADE OR A HANDOUT IS GIVEN, IT WILL BE POSTED ON THIS SITE!
http://www.teacherweb.com/FL/CoralGladesHigh/MrAlonso/

Materials:

· Folder

· COMPOSITION BOOK

Evaluation:

	Broward County Grading Scale
	How Grade is Calculated

	90-100% A

87-89%   B+

80-86%   B

77-79%   C+

70-76%   C

67-69%   D+

60-66%   D

0-59%     F
	Grades will be averaged according to total points earned.  Dividing the actual number of points earned by the total points possible will give the grade percentage.

Students will be expected to participate daily in class work, discussions and projects. 


Class Rules and Policies

1. All students must be in their seats and ready to work when the bell rings.

2. Chewing gum, eating, drinking anything other than water or fundraising will not be tolerated.

3. Students are expected to straighten desks, pick up loose paper and all garbage before leaving class.

4. Restroom passes will not be given out during lectures, presentations or exams.

5. Respect the teacher and other classmates at all times.  Do not interrupt or put-down someone else’s contribution to the class.

6. Students will be dismissed when the bell rings.  Do not line up at the door!

Week One-Three

SS.C.1.4 The student understands the nature of political authority and the relationship between government and civil society in limited governments vs. unlimited governments.

Principles of Government

Major Political Ideas

Forms of Government

Basic Concepts of Democracy

English Political Theories Used to Create American Government

The Continental Congresses, Declaration of Independence 

Week Three-Six

SS.C.1.4.3 The Student understands how the overall design of the Constitution prevents the abuse of power at the national, state and local levels by creating checks and balances.

Creating the Constitution

The Six Principles of American Government

Ways of Changing the Constitution (Amendments, Executive Orders, etc.)

Federalism and the Division of Power among the States

UNIT TEST

Week Seven-Eight

Government at the State Level

The Governor

State Legislatures

Week Nine-Eleven

SS.C.1.4.4 The Student understands the role of special interest groups, political parties, the Media and public opinion in the development of public policy and the political process.

The Role of Political Parties 

The Electoral Process

Public Opinion and the Role of Media

The Role of Interest Groups

UNIT TEST

Week Twelve-Fifteen

SS.C.2.4.5 The Student understands how personal, political, and economic rights are secured by constitutional government and by such  means as the rule of law, checks and balances, an independent judiciary and a vigilant citizenry. 

The Presidency

Outline of Presidential Power

Week Sixteen

SS.C.1.4.3 The  student understands how the overall design and specific features of the Constitution prevent abuse of power by dispersing that power among different levels of government and using a system of checks and balances.

The US Congress

Scope of Congressional Power

Constitutional Powers vs. Implied Powers

How Bills become Law

UNIT TEST

Week Seventeen

SS.C.1.4.3 The  student understands how the overall design and specific features of the Constitution prevent abuse of power by dispersing that power among different levels of government and using a system of checks and balances.

The National Court System

The Supreme Court

Important Supreme Court Cases

Lower Federal Courts and Special Courts

Week Eighteen

TAKE MIDTERM

**Material in this syllabus is subject to modification by the instructor.

Special Note To Students

Since this course deals with government and politics and this year is an election year, you will all be expected to make yourselves aware of current events in government and politics.  There will be several times throughout the year where Mr. Alonso will expect you to participate in class discussions concerning current events.  Ignorance of current events will not be tolerated!
Make-up Work Policy

The absentee policy of Broward County will apply in this class.  Students have 48 hours after an absence to make up work.  If you are absent on the day something is due, it is your responsibility to e-mail the assignment (Daniel.alonso@browardschools.com) or send it with a classmate.  NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE!
*DETATCH THIS SIGNATURE SHEET AND RETURN BY AUGUST 27th FOR A 100 POINT TEST GRADE
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