China

“Let China sleep, for when it wakes; it will shake the world.”

-Napoleon Bonaparte

Make-Up of the Country

· Made up of 22 provinces, 5 autonomous regions, four independent cities and two Special Administrative Zones (Hong Kong and Macao)

· Has mountainous, unsettled Western frontier, NE area that is like the Plains states and is heart of China and a semi-tropical southern region.

· Very rich in natural resources but very little arable land.

· 1.3 billion in pop makes it the world’s most populous country.

China’s Population

· Shanghai and Beijing are two largest cities

· Hong Kong is major financial/trade center

· 60% of population lives in rural areas.

· 92% pop is ethnically Chinese (Han)

· Tibetans and other ethnic minorities have a volatile relationship with central govt.

The Middle Kingdom

· Chinese have always thought of themselves as “The Middle Kingdom”-center of the universe.

· Foreigners seen as “barbarians”

China’s Evolution

· Empire to Republic (221 BC-1911 AD)

· The Republic (1912-1949)

· Communist Period (PRC) 1949-today

The Imperial Period

· Characterized by rule by large dynastic families.

· Mandate of heaven- the “ancestors” granting one family the right to rule

· Survival based on:

· Strong central govt. bureaucracy based on merit and examinations

· Economy was strong and urbanization happened early

· Local landlords worked with central govt. to maintain the status quo

Confucianism

· Philosophy stressing the importance of the group over the individual, deference to one’s elders and superiors and the need for social harmony.

· This was seen as justifying an autocratic state

Trouble for the Dynasties

· Population explosion leads to strains on the economy and a rise in corruption.

· The West (mainly Britain) used military force to open China to Western trade.

· Opium Wars (1839-1842) Britain forces itself on China, seizes lands and asserts its influence all over the country.

The End of the Dynasty

· 1911 Revolution leads to Chinese Republic being born.

· Sun Yat-sen becomes first President. His party is known as the Guomindang
· Regional warlords challenged him for power

The Rise of Mao

· Communist Party of China inspired by Russian Revolution

· Joined with Nationalists to fight the warlords.

· New Nationalist leader Chiang-Kie-Shek turns on the Communists and nearly kills them off.

· Communists retreat to the mountains.  Mao Zedong builds his power base here.

· Advocated paying more attention to the peasants.

The Long March

· 1934-1935

· Travel over 6,000 miles to avoid attack by Chiang Kai-Shek’s people.

· Chiang had to give up to face the invading Japanese.

· Mao achieved hero status for standing up to Chiang.

· Chiang and the Guonmindang sent to exile in Taiwan.

Mao in Power

· Started land distribution rich to poor.

· Started efforts to improve the rights of women, end prostitution and arranged marriages.

· Five Year Plans-efforts to nationalize industry and collectivize agriculture

Hundred Flowers Movement

· Mao asked the people to assess the Communist Party’s performance

· People were critical

· Mao cracked down in the “Anti-Rightest Campaign of 1957.  Hundreds of thousands of people crushed as enemies of the revolution.

The Great Leap Forward

· Harsh effort to create a completely equal society.

· All-around development-equal emphasis on agricultural and industrial development

· Mass mobilization-large Chinese population put to work 

· Political centralization-eliminate bureaucrats and get party workers to run the party.

Great Leap Forward Great Flop

· Wasted resources, bad management, lack of labor incentives and a bad stretch of weather led to a widespread famine killing 30 million people.

Deng Xiaoping

· Significantly reduced governmental control of the economy.

· With opening of Chinese markets and loosening of controls, the economy flourished.

Tianananmen Square

· June 1989-students and young people upset over corruption and a desire for more social freedoms lead protests in the Square.

· After weeks the government cracked down.  An unknown amount of people were killed.

The Cultural Revolution 1966-1976

· Mao decided he’d let one of his followers Deng Xiaoping to implement market-oriented policies

· Mao did not like this opening to the outside world.

· A violent purification of the party and of society.

· Intellectuals were hunted down.  Learning was looked down upon.

China’s Economy

· Mao used the Five Year Plans to impose a command economy.

· First Plan (1953-1957)-govt. seized control of all industries.  Created huge bureaucracies and inequalities between the cities and rural areas.

Agricultural Policy

· The People’s Communes-Mao forced rural families to work collective farms.  

· The Communes consisted of thousands of these little farms.

· Communes were often poorly managed and did not encourage hard work.  Failed.

Household Responsibility System

· Deng’s effort to improve the communes.

· Still in effect today.

· Individual families are responsible for what they produce.  Once they pay taxes to local govt. and national govt. they are free to consume or sell what is left.

Township and Village Enterprise
(TVE)

· Largest part of the Chinese economy today.

· Small factories or businesses that vary greatly in size.

· Run by local governments or entrepreneurs.

· Completely outside the state plan

· In this way China can have a touch of capitalism even as it maintains central control.

Deng Xioping’s Economic Reforms

· “It makes not difference whether a cat is black or white, as long as it catches mice”.

· Believed in mixing and matching capitalist and communist ideals for the betterment of China.

· Started the TVE’s

· In China today state-owned businesses are competing with private companies.

Challenges

· Increasing decentralization has local governments acting on their own without consulting Beijing.

· With economic prosperity comes a pressure to loosen social restrictions.  Beijing has been unwilling.

· Economic change has led to crime, prostitution and drug use.

“Iron Rice Bowl”

· The old idea that Communist government would provide for all your needs but give you little social freedom.

· Led to poor work performance, low motivation and lack of innovation.

Rapid Economic Boom

· Has led to corruption

· Disparity-coastal areas are wealthy, inland areas struggle.

· Govt. pushing the “xiaokang” (well off) society.  A high standard of living for all as well as basic social welfare and higher standards of living.

Environmental Impact

· China’s air is some of the dirtiest in the world thanks to coal-fired factories.

· Critical water shortages in the urban Northeast.

China in the Global Economy

· Deng also focused on opening China to the outside world.

· In early 80’s trade was a major part of helping grow the Chinese economy.

· Use low-cost labor to produce goods that are in demand.

China on the World Economic Stage

· US is largest consumer of Chinese products (20%)

· China is largest importer of steel

· US leaders worry China is undervaluing its currency

· China one of the largest buyers of US govt. bonds. (Which fund our deficit)

US Companies in China

· Starbucks, GM, Coca-Cola have all led way in effort to attract Chinese consumers.

· Tobacco companies hope China’s 350 million smokers will offset losses by declining cigarette consumption in the US

China in the WTO

· Admitted in December 2001

· Huge step for any country hoping to become a player in international trade.

· The US and GB agreed only after finding China’s economy was more market-driven than state-driven.

· As a member of WTO China enjoys favorable trade with many of the world’s other major economies.

China and its Relationships

· Because of cultural homogeneity China has always had a strong sense of national identity.

· Although Communist, China had a touchy relationship with Soviet Union

· Now China needs US as a major trading partner and US needs China as a partner against North Korea.

China’s Brand of Communism

· “The force at the core leading our cause forward is the Chinese Communist Party”-Mao.

· First quote in Mao’s Little Red Book
Maoism

· Special brand of Marxist thought that placed emphasis on peasent-led revolts.

· Today the Party acknowledges mistakes of Cultural Revolution but does not deny the power of the Party.

Organization of the CCP

· CCP rules over all.  

· Government of the PRC is dependent upon the CCP

· CCP organized by village/township, county, province and nation.

· Head of the party is General Secretary (Hu Jintao)

Parts of the CCP

· National Party Congress

· Central Committee

· Politburo/Standing Committee

National Party Congress

· more than 2000 delegates chosen from regional and provincial congresses

· Meets every five years

· Elects members of the Central Committee

· Rubber stamps decisions made by party leaders. 

Central Committee

· Has about 340 members

· Meet annually

· Party elites

· Members are chosen to be in the Politburo and standing committees

Politburo/Standing Committee

· Decisions dictate government policy

· Members chosen by Central Committee

· Politburo=24 members

· Standing Committee=7

· Meet secretly

· True power source in CCP

Guanxi

· Chinese phrase for the personal connections that make someone powerful in government.

· Party leaders chosen on the basis of nomenkatura
Lower level Organizations

· The Secretariat-manages the day-to-day work of the Politburo and Standing Committee.

· Central Commission for Discipline Inspection-making sure Party leaders behave themselves. 

The Government of the PRC

· A National People’s Congress

· Provincial People’s Congress

· Municipal People’s Congress

· Rural Township People’s Congress

· Sort of a “legislative” branch

· But they are subservient to the Party (Executive branch)

National People’s Congress

· Elects President and Vice-President

· President serves as ceremonial head of state

· Usually a top Communist official

· Head of the CCP is also President

· Premier is head of government and is appointed by the President (Wen Jibao)

More on National People’s Congress

· Unicameral

· 5 year terms.

· Current Congress has about 3,000 members

· Elected on geographic basis

· 73% Communist members, the rest belong to powerless non-communist parties or no party at all

Political Parties and the Party System

· Today well over half the members of the Communist Party are white collar workers.

· The eight Democratic parties have membership of under 500,000. 

Elections

· Most elections are indirect: one party group electing members of another group.

Rule of Law

· A fundamental part of any democracy

· Viewed by Chinese Communist leaders as an effort by the bourgoisie to exert influence over the proletariat.

· With China’s desire for a larger role on the international stage has come more legal constraints.

Civil Rights and Liberties

· Hu Jintao is a disciple of early liberal reformers.

· Has become more open about easing outsiders fears over China.

· But is just as repressive about suppressing dissent at home.

Fang-Shou

· Policy of letting go and tightening up constantly to keep people in line.

· Ex. Democracy movements in the late 80’s lead to Tiananmen Square protests, government cracks down.

Representation and Participation

· Socialist Democracy-Chinese claim their system is better because the wealthy tend to dominate in a capitalist democracy

· National People’s Congress has power to enact laws and amend them.

· Their power to supervise the selection of the Executive exists only on paper.

The Bureaucracy

· Premier manages the State Council

· Group is appointed by the National People’s Congress

· Functions like a Cabinet

· Supported by leadership groups with special advisory power on specific subjects

· Cadres-lower level functionaries that number in the millions who fill jobs as teachers, principals, factory managers, etc.

Factionalism

· Communist govt. splintered after Mao’s death

· Conservatives-Led by Li Peng-former premier.  Worry that democratic reforms erode the power of the Party

· Reformers-focus on economic reform and embrace capitalist ideas. Led by Jiang Zemin.

· Liberals-favor democratic reforms and political freedom.  Crushed after the Tiananmen Square

Military and Police

· People’s Liberation Army-all branches

· Mandatory conscription between 18-22

· Largest army in the world but doesn’t spend as much as the United States.

· “Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun”

· The current President is always commander- in-chief

The Judiciary

· Four tiers

· Supreme People’s Court

· Provincial Courts

· City courts

· County/Township level courts

Supreme People’s Court

· Supervises the lower courts

· Applies and interperts laws

· The “procuratorate”-the People’s Prosecutor

· Civil cases often settled by civilian mediation committees

· Criminal cases see 98-99% conviction rate

· There is rule by law but not rule of law

Subnational Government

· Provinces, cities, counties and rural towns

· Four large cities have central admin. (Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, Chongquing)

· Five autonomous regions with minority populations (Tibet)

· Increasing decentralization

Political Culture and Identity

· Mao Zedong Thought-the idea that China could isolate itself from the world and create the perfect Communist state.

· Deng Xiaoping Thought-main purpose of the CCP was to promote economic success by any means necessary.

Four Cardinal Principles

· Upholding the socialist plan

· The people’s democratic dictatorship

· Promote the leadership of the Communist Party

· Marxism-Leninism

The Three Represents

· The CCP serves to advance China’s reproductive forces, advance Chinese culture and advance the interests of the majority of the Chinese people.

Internet, Religion

· Nearly 100 million Internet users

· Microsoft, Yahoo and Google all have faced criticism for agreeing to censor certain websites.

· There is freedom of religion, but the way you practice that religion is confined to approved venues.

China’s Minorities

· Concentrated in autonomous regions 

· These areas are equivalent to provinces

· Minorities came under Chinese rule mainly through conquest, not migration.

· China is an ally in war on terrorism partly to justify its crackdown on East Turkestan Islamic Movement in the Western part of the country.

· Tibet has been another problem area.

Political Life in China

· Patron-client politics- way for people to get what they need without going to central govt.  Also works for local rulers as a way to stay in power by doing favors for the locals.

China’s NGO

· CCP creates massive organizations as a way of preventing independent organizations from rising.

· Ex. All-China Federation of Trade Unions (ACFTU)- umbrella organization that encompasses all workers.

· The 1990’s saw an increase in NGO’s to deal with health, environmental and social issues.

Mechanisms of Social Control

· Danwei - work units used by the CCP to distribute salary, housing, health care and other benefits.

· Still in effect but greatly diminished.

· Residents’ Committees - a kind of homeowners association used to advance party policies.

Falun Gong

· Peaceful movement that incorporates Buddhism and Taoism with an exercise element similar to tai-chi.

· CCP has labeled the group subversive and has cracked down on it violently since 1999.

· Party fears the movement’s size and ability to spread its message over the Internet and by word of mouth.

China into the Future

· CCP faces challenge of allowing economic growth while maintaining a hold on social freedoms.

· What to do with nearly 20 million workers entering the workforce every year?

China and Democracy

· Pessimistic: Ancient traditions of authoritarianism make it unlikely China will ever truly be democratic

· Optimistic: The success of democratic processes in Taiwan show it can be done in a Chinese culture.

China in Comparative Perspective

· Successful economic restructuring and rising standard of living for most people have helped the CCP hold on.

· The CCP’s willingness to relax its grip on many aspects of people’s lives.

