Topics for Study in the Course Countries

The Six Categories of Comparison

· The Comparative Method

· Sovereignty, Authority and Power

· Political and Economic Change

· Citizens and the State

· Political Institutions

· Public Policy

Comparing Countries

· Empirical Data-data based on facts and statistics (Exs. GNP, per capita income, imports/exports, etc)

· Normative Data-Analyzing what facts and figures mean for political or economic conditions in a country.

Formal vs. Informal Politics

· Formal politics-the government’s “official position”

· Informal politics-the role beliefs, values and day-to-day events can influence politics.

Sovereignty, Authority and Power

· States apply force to get what they want.

· Institutions-help implement policy. (legislatures, bureaucracies, judicial systems, parties)

· All states exercise sovereignty

Regimes

· Rules a state imposes to exert its power

· Direct/indirect democracies

· Parliamentary/Presidential systems

· Authoritarian regimes

· Communism

Legitimacy

· How is the right to rule gained?

· Traditional legitimacy-most monarchies fit this mold.

· Charismatic legitimacy-people govern based on the power of personality

· Rational-legal legitimacy-those who govern gain their power through well-established rules and procedures.

Political Culture and Ideology

· Political Ideology-sets of values outlining the goal of government:

· Liberalism-emphasis on political and economic freedom for the individual.

· Communism-valuing equality over freedom

· Socialism-a mixture of freedom of choice and equality. A strong role for government in regulating the economy.

Political Ideology
(Continued)

· Fascism-the belief that people are ranked on basis of inferiority vs. superiority. Nazi Germany best example.  Does not exist today.

· Religious basis-important in all 6 course countries but to varying extents.

Political and Economic Change

· Reform-changing the methods without destroying basic institutions.

· Revolution-major revision or overthrow of a government.

· Coup d’etats-when a new set of leaders takes control by force.

Worldwide Trends Toward Change

· Democratization

· Movement towards market economies

· Revival of ethnic and cultural policies

Democratization

· Major feature is competitive elections.

· Liberal democracies (Like Great Britain)

· Have civil liberties

· Rule of law

· Neutral judiciaries

· Open civil society

· Civilian control of the military

· Any nation missing the above is considered illiberal

What Lead to Democratization?

· Loss of legitimacy of left and right wing authoritarian regimes

· Expansion of the urban middle class

· Emphasis on human rights

· “Snowball effect”-as one nation turns to democracy, others follow

Movement Toward Market Economies

· Countries are moving towards:

·  Mixed economies- significant control from the central government. (Russia and the “New” China)

· Pure market economies-minimal involvement of the central government.

Citizens Society and the State

· Social cleavages-the role that social changes can play in leading to poliltical change.

· Ask yourself: how deep are differences in religion, language, racial differences?

Useful Topics for Considering Social Change

· How do citizens feel about their government?

· How do citizens learn about their government?

· Voting behavior

· Economic or Social Cleavages

Civil Society

· Those groups outside of government that can influence change:

· Advocacy groups

· Social networks

· The Media

· Also known as linkage institutions

Understanding the Structures of Governments

· Confederate system

· Federal system

· Unitary systems

Supranational Organizations

· Regional groups that influence many countries.

· NAFTA

· NATO

· OPEC

Structures of Governments

· Executive

· Legislative

· Judiciary

· Bureaucracies

Executives

· Head of State

· Head of Government

Legislative

· Unicameral

· Bicameral

Judiciaries

· Constitutional courts

· Judicial review (popular in the US but not in the course countries)


Bureaucracies


· The wide web of agencies and organizations that implement policy.

· All have a chain of command

· Division of labor 

· Extensive rules

· Clear goals

· The merit principle

Electoral Systems

· First-past-the-post, plurality system or winner-take-all-based on single member districts.  Whoever gets most votes wins.

· Proportional representation or multi-member districts-however many votes a party gets, that’s the proportion of seats they get.

Introduction to Comparative Politics
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Why Study It?

· Relationships

· History

· The Future

Pivotal Points

· Fall of Berlin Wall-Fall of Communism

· Fukuyama Study-”The End of History”

· No alt. to Western democracy

· War on Terror

· The Globalization Movement

The Current Moment

· Globalization

· Does it create opportunity?

· Does it bring people together?

· Outsourcing

· Offshoring

· Tele-commuting

U.S. Position

· Ethnic/cultural struggles

· How have we reacted?

· Axis of Evil

· Operation Enduring Freedom

· War in Iraq

“Haves and Have-Nots”

· Struggle has shifted from ‘East-West’ to ‘North-South’

· Multinational organizations

· WTO

· EU

Recurring Themes 


· Historical formation and interaction of states

· How countries manage economies

· Spread of democracy-is it a good idea?

· Political impact of gender, race, religion

Comparing and Contrasting

· Comparative politics-a look at how people do things internally. 

· International relations-study of foreign policies

“State” vs. “Country”

· What’s the difference?

The importance of National Identity

· “Nation-state”-citizens must feel the country “represents” them.

· Nationalist movements

· Germany Post-WW 1

· The Kurds in Iraq

· Chiapas rebels in Mexico

· Chechen rebels in Russia

Approaches to Comparative Politics

· A causal theory-”If x happens it will affect y”

· Rational Choice Theory-How people act strategically to get what they want. Mostly applies to economics.

· Middle-level theory-looks at how people handle specific aspects of identity (Policies, classes, institutions)

Useful Themes

· A World of States-States are the primary actors on the stage

· Governing the Economy

· The Democratic Idea

· Collective Identity (How do the people identify themselves?)

