Great Britain and The European Union

The United States and Great Britain are known as “advanced democracies”

Characteristics of Advanced Democracies

· Free and regular elections

· Civil liberties

· Equal treatment under the law

· Neutral judiciary

· Open civil society

· Civilian control of the military

Some Terms to Know

· Post-mordernism-describes the current movement towards concern for the environment and individuals.

· Post-industrialism-increasing number of jobs in the service sector.

Great Britain

· Established limited monarchy

· Basis for many democratic ideals.

· Tradition is a large basis for Britain’s legitimacy.

· Has no constitution.  Instead there is a “Constitution of the Crown”

The Political System

· Parliament approves the laws

· House of Commons-largest house (659 seats)

· House of Lords-quickly dying out, bunch of old men with inherited titles.  They can delay legislation.  Blair began effort to eliminate House of Lords.

· Prime Minister-chosen by dominant party to form a govt.

· Forms a Cabinet of members from his/her party.  They run things with PM’s supervision.

The Parties

· Labour (Like our Democrats)-interested in collectivism, govt. care of the people. Party of the working man.

· Conservative Party (Tories)-party of middle/upper classes and businessmen (Like our Republicans)

· Liberal Democrats Party

· Several other regional parties.

· Labor unions have huge pull in G.B.

“Constitution of the Crown”

· Magna Carta-forms basis for limited government.  King must consult nobles before he raises taxes, etc.

· English Bill of Rights-reserved rights to Parliament, like the power of the purse.

· By the end of the 17th century, the King was losing power and Parliament was rising in power.

· Parliament has taxing authority, control of armed forces and law-making authority.

Rise of Parliament

· Today the Crown has ceremonial duties only.

· English Civil War-fight between monarchists and Parliamentarians.

· Parliamentarians won and Charles I was beheaded.

· Glorious Revolution-William and Mary sign the Bill of Rights and limit their power.

Some Things to Keep in Mind

· Britain is cut off from mainland Europe.

· Very independent (They don’t use the Euro)

· Small island, few resources, build an empire.

· Noblese oblige-the belief that the upper classes must care for the lower classes.

Some More History

· The Industrial Revolution (18th and 19th century)-turning away from agricultural pursuits, the Empire expands, social upheavals.

· A labor class and a middle class are born.

· Increasing amount of exporting going on.

· During Queen Victoria (1837-1901) 25% of world’s population was under British control.


The Power to Vote

· Economic/political power goes to the industrial elite.

· Reform Act of 1832 gives vote to males in the middle class.

· Women and lower class males did not gain the right to vote till 1928.

· Voting age lowered to 18 in 1969.

The Role of the World Wars

· During World War I the state takes over railways, mining and shipping.

· British government has tremendous involvement in the economy.  Far more than the US.

· As a result of post-war destruction, there was great harmony in the effort to rebuild.

· General agreement that the government should look after the people.

More on the Role of the Wars

· Churchill leads coalition govt.; wins WW 2.

· Both major parties support social reform programs.

· Beveridge Report-created social insurance program that gave health, unemployment, pensions and other benefits.

· NHS-National Health Service is nationwide healthcare system.

Thatcherism (1979-1990)

· 1970’s period of widespread anger and frustration. (Stagflation, poor competition)

· Thatcher cut taxes, reduced social services and increased competition in the private industries.

New Labour, Blair and “The Third Way”

· Blair and New Labour crushed the Conservative Party in the ‘97 election.

· Tried to create a “third way”-not as conservative as Thatcher, but not as liberal as the old collectivism.

Iraq War Hurts Blair

· After September 11th Blair and the Britons offer strong support.

· However, the British lose faith with George Bush and the search for WMD’s that never show up.

Economic Developments 

· Neoliberalism-govt. policies that promote free competition among firms, minimal interference with managers, business-friendly policies that encourage foreign investment.

· This policy is a legacy of Thatcher.

Great Britain’s Economy After World War 2

· In 1970’s Britain was “sick man of Europe”

· Growth was low, unemployment high.

· These patterns have been reversed under New Labour

· Now we see strong service sector (esp. financial) and weak industry.

Drawbacks

· Britain has a huge trade deficit.

· Low domestic investment, high rates of borrowing.

· De-emphasis on manufacturing means GB has little to offer Europe.

Economic Policy Periods

· The Consensus Era-Post-WW 2.

· State budget deficits used to increase demand, boost consumption and investment, get economy moving again.  This is called Keynesianism.

· To reduce fears of inflation, the above was reversed.

The Winter of Discontent

· 1978-1979

· Labor unions get angry. Upset by small wage increases that do not keep up with inflation.

· Number of unofficial work stoppages and official strikes skyrockets.

The Thatcherite Economy

· Keynesianism is thrown out in favor of monetarism.

· Believed “there is a natural state of unemployment” determined by the labor market.

· Believed govt. should not meddle in the economy.

· Govt. should spend less therefore creating less of a “drag” on economy.

Thatcher Gets the Country off Welfare

· Encouraged private investment alongside public investment in education and health care.

· Reduced some benefits, cut cost-of-living increases

· Cut pension benefits to young people who did not participate in training programs.

New Labour’s Economic Policy

· Gordon Brown announces Bank of England will have “independence” to keep down inflation.

· Limits placed on public spending, reduced debt.

· Once government was back in the black, spending on the NHS and other public welfare programs was pushed again.

New Labour’s Social Policy

· New Deal-get the young off welfare.

· Increased job training.

· Cut benefits for those who were “on the dole” too long.

· Social Exclusion Unit-created in 1997. Finds ways to cure societies problems (homelessness, truancy, poor housing, high crime.)

Society and the Economy

· Minorities struggle here.

· Blacks and Afro-Caribbeans are largest minority. (27%)

· Ethnic population is much younger than the Anglo population due to birth rates.

· Rate of discrimination has actually risen in the last 20 years.

Social Impact of Schooling

· Public schools-meant to train boys for military service, civil service or politics.

· Public schools are usually boarding schools and expensive.

· Only 65 % of 17 year olds in school past that age.  Lowest rate in the industrialized world.

“Oxbridge”

· Gateway to the elite is enrollment in Oxford or Cambridge

· University attendance is still very low in GB.

Ethnic Minorities

· Minority population is very young.

· Lots of babies.  More than the Anglo population

Citizens and the State

· GB is pre-dominantly a homogenous state

· 5% population are ethnic minorities.

· Social cleavages in GB primarily based on social class distinctions, Protestant/Catholic split in Northern Ireland and multi-national indentity struggles in “the Kingdom”

The United Kingdom

· 4 different nations make up UK

· Nations stood alone until 18th century.

· Northern Ireland added in early 20th century and became UK.

The “Kingdoms” of the UK

· Largest portion is England

· Dominates and has most of the population.

· Wales-west of England.  Taken over in 16th century.  Great deal of Welsh pride (language, flag)  Feelings of exploitation.

The “Kingdoms” continued

· Scotland joined to England through intermarraige. (Liz the First’s nephew James takes over)

· Still have their own flag and the Scottish parliament has been revived.

· Strong movement last ten years to split off.

Northern Ireland

· Arguments over religion

· Home rule granted in years after WW I.

· Northern Ireland carved out.  Full of Protestants.

· IRA led violent effort for home rule.

Britain’s Political Structure

· Constitution is series of common law, Acts of Parliament and tradition.

· Consider: 2 hereditary institutions have a role in govt. 

Organization of British Government

· Parliamentary sovereignty-can make or overturn any law.  Judiciary, executive, Crown have no authority to overturn parliamentary action.

· Some limitations placed on Parliament by the European Communities Act (1972). Joined EU.

· European law and the European Court of Justice have dominance over Parliament.

More on Organizations

· Unitary state-no provincial government has power over central govt.  

· Some devolution to Scotland and Wales

· Fusion of Powers-the idea that PM, Cabinet Ministers are all members of Parliament

· Cabinet has specific constitutional authoirty, unlike in US

· Judicial branch has no review power, unlike in US.

· All of the above is the Westminster Model

The Executive

· Crown invites leader of winner’s party to form a government and serve as PM.

· Selects about 24 ministers to head departments.

· Big ones are Foreign Office (State) Home Office (justice dept.) Chancellor of the Exchequer.

The Cabinet

· Members of Parliament while also in Cabinet.

· Can be a help or hinderence to PM.

· PM must gain Cabinet’s support for budget and legislative program.

· “Vote of confidence”-we don’t like you.

· Thatcher was booted she lost favor of Cabinet and Parliament.

· Blair and his Cabinet

Bureaucracy and Civil Service

· Power is shared with a vast unelected bureaucracy.

· Permanent secretaries run the department.

· Most legislation introduced direct from ministries.  Civil servants do the work of getting details.

· Within bureaucracy there is distrust of ministers.

· Ultimately, decisions and legislation are made under “collective responsibility” formed by private aides, ministers and ultimately the Prime Minister.

The Move for Reform

· NPM-new public management

· Recent effort to cut down on “permanent” bureaucracy.

· Blair government was leader in bringing in outsiders to run government agencies.

· GB is becoming more and more tied to polices of the EU as set through the European Bank and Security Policy Council.

Some Words about the Judiciary

· Very little power

· Can determine whether an act of government violates common law or previous acts of Parliament.

· Courts are arranged into district courts, high courts and the law lords.

· Law lords are a group from House of Lords that are a kind of “Supreme Court”

· New role: judges are expected to interpret impact of EU law on British law.

Other Institutions

· Things like trains, coal, gas and electricity are nationalized.

· Quangos-groups that are part of govt. but do not serve under any minister.  There are thousands of them, mostly at the local level.

· Quangos grow out of legitimate ministries to serve a particular purpose.

· Recently there has been an effort to cut down on them.

Subnational Government

· Even though local governments have no official power, they do exercise control over local spending.

· Thatcher led effort to take away financial control by raising a poll tax.  Unpopular.

Changes Under Labour

· Regional Development Agencies (RDA’s) no real power but serve as a great communicator btwn the people and London.

Some Words About Current Political Situation

· Conservative Party is “loyal opposition”-split into two wings:

· Traditions (One Nation Tories) believe country should be ruled by the elite, taking all views into consideration before making a choice. Support the EU.

· Thatcherite wing-(Euroskeptics)-full free market.  See EU as a threat to British soveriegnty.

Liberal Democrats

· Created as a kind of “middle of the road” party.  Lost power when Labour went its “Third Way”.

The Power of Nationalist Parties

· Plaid Cymru-Welsh Nationalist Party

· Scottish National Party

· Both gained power during Blair’s devolution when PM created regional assemblies for Home Rule.

· Ireland has Sinn Fein and Democratic Unionist Party.

Elections

· MP’s elected from constituencies of about 65, 000 voters.

· Elections can be held whenever Parliament has dissolved.  (Cannot exceed 5 year terms)

· Members elected in a “first-past-the-post” system.  Winner takes all. Similar to US.

Trends in Voter Behavior

· Since winner takes all, influence of smaller parties is minimized.

· In places like Scotland and Wales third parties have a hold. (Plaid Cymru and Scottish National party)

Election of 2005 

· Blair weakened by Cabinet re-shuffle.

· Put off many important issues like pension reform, public spending and climate change, withdrawing British troops from Iraq.

· Rode to third term victory on strong economy and positive moves on health care.

· Now in 2007 we are seeing trouble in both of the above.

Election of 2005 (Continued)

· Tories rode anti-immigrant vote to a net gain of 31 seats.

Interest Groups

· Most successful have been tied to class and industrial interests.

· In 60’s and 70’s the Trade Unions Congress had great power.

· Thatcher put an end to this and trade unions have declined in power ever since.

Political Culture and Identity

· 1970’s were a turning point.

· Economic trouble led to some shifts in the social classes.

· Trade unions lose favor.

· Women, homosexuals and immigrant voices are heard.

· Globalization makes it harder to maintain British superiority.  There have been increasing clashes.

Social and Economic Troubles

· Backlash in favor of organic foods and enviormentally friendly practices.

· High gas price protests in 2000.

· Mad Cow Disease-2000-01.

The Big Four Issues for Britain

· Relationship between government and the economy 

· Britain and the EU

· Britain and the US

· Devolution

Trying for Peace in Northern Ireland

· Good Friday Accord, 1998-peace in Northern Ireland

· Violent skirmishes continued.

· As of today the peace has not been total.

Constitutional Reform

· Blair government stripped hereditary peers of the right speak and vote in HOL.

· Proportional representation being pushed for Welsh and Scots.

· Tighter ties btwn GB and EU

How Things Stand Now

· High employment/low inflation

· Trade imbalances/weak productivity/troubles in the credit market.

· Brown faces the challenge of maintaining the success of the “Third Way”

The European Union

The Beginnings


· Begun in the days after World War 2

· Europe was devastated.  Member nations saw strength in numbers.

· Treaty of Rome formed the “Common Market” in 1957.

· Eliminated all existing tariffs between member nations 

· European Community-created 1965. Mainly concerned with use of atomic energy.

The Masstricht Treaty

· Created what we know as the EU.  Made plans for the use of the “Euro”.

· Three Pillars of Authority

· European Central Bank with control of the Euro, trade and economic policy

· Justice, home affairs, border control, immigration and justice across borders.

· Common defense policy

Membership

· 27 member states as of 2007

· Must show:

· Stable and democratic regime

· Free Market economy

· Agreeing to abide by all EU laws and regulations.

· Stronger nations have worried about the role of weaker post-Communist nations joining.

Organization

· The Commission 

· The Council of Ministers 

· European Parliament

· European Courts of Justice

The European Commission

· Made up of a rep from each member country.

· Each Commissioner is in charge of some area of policy.

· Commission is headed by a President

· Work as a sort of European Cabinet that implements policies and may suggest legislation.

The Council of Ministers

· Made up of foreign ministers, finance ministers and heads of state.

· Council must pass all laws that effect member nations

· Nations are granted seats on the basis of population.

The European Parliament

· May propose amendments to legislation

· May reject legislation (but their vote can be overridden by a unanimous Council vote)

· Members are directly elected by the citizens of their home countries.  785 members elected to 5 year terms.

The European Court of Justice

· 27 judges (one from each member state)

· Has judicial review

· Rules on legality and enforcement of Council laws.

· Settles disputes between member nations and private companies and member nations.

Policy-Making Power

· Mainly concerned with:

· Maintaining a strong market

· Unitary monetary policy (GB still refuses to use Euro)

· Common agricultural markets (farm subsidies and open borders)

The European Constitution

· Written in October 2004

· Faced an uphill battle for passage.

· Most recently has been ammended by the Lisbon Treaty

