Nigeria

“As Nigeria goes, so goes the rest of Sub-Saharan Africa.  -Common Nigerian Saying

Nigeria

· Is a relatively new democracy. 

· Africa’s most populous country (130 million people)

· Often referred to as an LDC (lesser developed country)

LDC Status

· Struggling political traditions: democracy vs. totalitarian military rule

· One of the largest oil deposits in the world

· 60% of its people live in poverty on $1000 a year.

· Nigeria lacks a cohesive identity.

· Almost evenly split between Muslim and Christian.

The “National Question”

· Most Nigerians identify with their individual ethnic groups.  Makes it difficult to identify a “Nigerian National Identity.” 

Nigeria’s Constitutions

· Constitutionalism has eluded Nigeria

· There have been 8 constitutions; the latest in 1995.

· Military and civilian leaders have often tossed out the constitution in favor of one more to their liking.

· Legitimacy has been hard to come by

Conflicting Traditions

· Fragmentalism- alliance with different ethnic groups

· British colonialism gave Nigeria the rule of law

· However since 1960, military leaders have asserted their own rule.

· Ruthlessness of military leaders led to skepticism towards government.

· Current leaders are trying to overcome that.

Pre-colonial Era (800-1860)

· Individual tribal kingdoms developed in the 800s

· Trade connections- the Niger River gave way to the ocean.  Trade across the Sahara.

· Early influence of Islam-trade led to contact with Arabs.  Their religion and love of education was adopted.  Adherence to Shari’ia law.

More on the Pre-Colonial Era

· Kinship-based politics was especially strong in the isolated, forested southern parts of the country.

· Tribal groups had tradition of accountability.  Democracy has root in this tradition.

The Colonial Era (1860-1960)

· Only broke colonial past in 1960.

· Faced authoritarian rule by the British.

· British left tribal chiefs in power

· Introduction of Christianity creates a split.

· British pit tribal groups against one another:

· Hausa-Fulani

· Igbo

· Yoruba

After Independence (1960 to the Present)

· Parliamentary government replaced by a presidential system

· Intensification of ethnic conflict

· Three main tribes fought for rule

· Dominant Igbo try to secede.

· The Biafran Civil War leads to intense military rule

More …

· Military regimes characterized by greed and corruption

· Struggling Federalist system (Dictators fight against it)

· Economic dependence on oil

Political Culture

· Patron-clientelism - corruption very common.  Person in power grants favors and benefits to his associates.  Much like in Mexico and China.  Generally linked through ethnic or religious ties.

Underdeveloped Civil Society

· The state governs almost all areas of life in Nigeria.  Civil society is weak.

Other Issues

· Tension between modernity and tradition

· Religious conflict

Geographic Influences

· Ethnic groups divided into regions:

· Northwest-Predominantly Muslim. Hausa-Fulani people

· Northeast-Also Muslim. Home to the Kanuri

· Middle Region-a mix of religious and tribal cultures

· Southwest-Yaruba dominate here.  A mix of Christian and Muslim

Geographic Influences

· Southeast- dominated by the Igbo.  Roman Catholic

· The Southern Zone- the Niger River delta.  Small minority groups clustered here.

Periods of Political and Economic Change

· Divided into the same historical periods:

· Pre-colonial

· Colonial

· Modern

The Pre-Colonial Era

· Northern savanna regions encouraged land trade.  Islam spread this way.

· Fulani tribe took hold through Jihad

· Fulani establish the Sokoto Caliphate in Northern part of country

· People in the south close to the ocean came into contact with Europeans.  Became Christian.  Succumbed to the slave trade.

The Colonial Era

· British trained natives to rule according to British interests.

· Left the North alone.  Dominated the ocean port towns.

· Western-style education is introduced.  As a result, Nigeria is still one of the continent’s most literate countries.

· Education also deepened the rift between North and South. (Schools located mostly in the South)

Modern Nigeria

· Education sowed the seeds of decolonization

· 1966- military dictatorship of Aguiyi Ironsi takes hold.  Second coup in July 1966 puts Yakubu Gowon in power.

· Nationalism is wounded.

· String of military coups weakens Nigeria.

· Finally in 1999 Olusegun Obasanjo becomes first democratically elected, leader of Nigeria since before colonization.

Cleavages and Challenges of Modern Nigeria




· 60% of Nigerians live below the poverty line

· Along with that goes a wide disparity between rich and poor.

· Widespread HIV/AIDS problem.  Estimates of 1 in 11 AIDS sufferers in the world is Nigerian.

· Nigerian women bear an average of 5.49 children in their lifetime.  Too many mouths to feed.

Cleavages

· Much like Russia, Nigeria has faced ethnic civil wars. Biafran Civil War

· Ethnicity issues include the fact that the largest tribes do not speak each other’s languages

· Competing religions- Christian vs. Muslim mainly.

Political Participation

· Patron-Clientelism- also referred to as prebendalism in Nigeria.  Ties the lower classes into a role of serving the government and ruling classes.

· Prebendalism refers to the idea that offices and positions of power are treated like personal fiefdoms.

· With this comes corruption and informal influence.

Voting Behavior

· Only recently has Nigeria pulled off consecutive democratic elections.

· Accusations of fraud still a problem.

· Previous elections often cancelled or results thrown out.

· Voters tend to coalesce around a person with charisma, rather than a particular party.

Attitudes Towards Government

· Extremely cynical.

· Not much faith in election process or in government.

· In a recent poll by Transparency International Nigeria ranked 144th out of 146 countries in the level of its government transparency.

· China and Mexico also scored low in the poll conducted 2004.

Major Political Parties in Nigeria

· Regionally and ethnically based for the most part.

· The People’s Democratic Party- one of the most well-established parties. Holds majority in National Assembly and in governorships.  

More on Political Parties

· All Nigeria People’s Party- major competitor to the PDP.  Leaders are mainly Muslim

Elections

· Elections for Prez are held every four years.  Most recently in 2007. 

· President must receive at least 25% of the votes cast in 2/3 of the state.  Run-offs are held until this happens.  Seen as an effort to unite the country.

· Legislative elections -

· 109 senators, 3 from each of 36 states and one from federal capital. 539 Assembly members elected by single member districts.

Interest Groups

· Done through corporatism- govt. sponsored interest groups that provide feedback to those in power.

· Human rights groups consist mainly of university students, teachers and professional groups.

Mass Media

· A fairly free press, despite all the corruption and military dictatorships.

· Radio is the primary source of news.

· TV and newspapers focused mainly in the cities.

The Executive Branch

