	Coral Glades High School

Mr. Alonso

Communication Technology I

2010 – 2011 Course Syllabus


	Teacher:
	D. Alonso
	Phone:
	754-322-1250 XT 3023

	Subject:
	TV Production
	Email:
	Daniel.Alonso@browardschools.com

	Room:
	167
	Planning Hour:
	Period 2 and 4


	Course Description:




This course helps students to gain understanding and critical insight into a variety of mass media as vehicles of information, entertainment, and propaganda.  It emphasizes the study of print and electronic media.  Students study theory and practical applications of commercial artistic programs.  Practice is provided in preparing various types of media.  The course requires extensive written and oral communication.

	Resources:



	Text:
	· TV Production Workbook (Zettl)

	Supplemental resource books:
	· Videos, news broadcasts, films, etc.

	Websites
	· To be announced as needed


	Materials:



	· Folder

· Pens, pencils, markers, highlighters etc.

· Paper

· 2 DV Tapes

· A COMPOSTION BOOK


Evaluation:

	Broward County Grading Scale:


	Approximate Grading Breakdown:

	90 – 100%
	A
	Grades will be averaged according to total points earned.  Dividing actual points earned by total points possible will give the grade percentage.

Students will be expected to come to class prepared for the day’s lesson or exam, participate in class activities and discussions, and turn in all work on time.

Organization, respect, and responsibility are crucial for success in this class.



	87 -  89%
	B+
	

	80 – 86 %
	B
	

	77 – 79%
	C+
	

	70 – 76%
	C
	

	67 – 69%
	D+
	

	60 – 66%
	D
	

	  0 -  59%
	F
	


Special Note: This course requires extensive evaluations for on-camera performance. Since such performance is subjective, the instructor retains the right to be the sole evaluator of these performances.

	Class Rules & Policies


1) All students are to be in their assigned seats and ready to begin work when the bell rings.  Please bring knowledge, eagerness, and supplies (pen, pencil, notebook, and text) to class daily.  

2) Chewing gum, fund-raising, eating and drinking are to be done outside of class - Brushing hair, applying make-up, and spraying cologne should also be done elsewhere.

DUE TO THE SENSITIVE NATURE OF THE TV PRODUCTION EQUIPMENT THIS RULE IS ESPECIEALLY IMPORTANT!

3) Please help to keep the room clean and orderly.  No writing on the desks, walls, or display areas.  Please straighten desks and throw away all trash before leaving class.  LEAVING A MESS IN EDITING SUITES OR DEFACING EQUIPMENT OR EDITING SUITES WILL LEAD TO A LOSS OF PRIVLEGES.

4) Electronic games, beepers, phones, headsets, etc are not to be used in class. You may bring in a book/magazine on test days to read when you have finished your exam (or you may work on homework).

5) Restroom passes will not be given out during lectures, presentations, or exams.

6) Cheating/copying in class will not be tolerated and will result in a zero on that grade for ALL parties involved.  

This includes all class assignments, homework, and tests and taped projects.      

7) Please respect yourselves, your classmates, and your teacher.  Listen without interrupting, raise your hand and wait to be called on, and avoid profanity of any kind. 

8) Class participation is crucial and includes asking relevant questions, actively sharing and listening during class discussions, completing assignments, and preparing for tests.  Attendance, behavior, and responsibility all count toward this goal. IT IS ESPECIEALLY IMPORTANT THAT YOU ATTEND CLASS TO WORK ON PROJECTS! YOUR TEAMMATES COUNT ON YOU!

9) Late work will not be accepted.  See the student handbook for make-up policies for assignments and tests.

10) I will happily dismiss you when the bell rings - do not line up at the door!

Topics for Study

In the next 18 weeks we will work on:

1st Week







Review class rules, handouts and folders


Overview of Course-Introduction to TV Production
 

Analyzing a Newscast







*Begin journal assignments NEWSCAST CRITI|QUES

2nd Week

Finish training on equipment

Demonstrate use of the camera





Review the parts of the camera






Camera Practice







Camera Quiz








Introduce five shot project

3rd Week

Finish 5 shot project

Go over shots and angles 

Microphones and how to use them

Interview Activity







Interview and Pan Project

4th Week

Finish Interview and Pan Projects. Projects due.

Go over writing a storyboard/Story treatment

SCRIPTWRITING QUIZ
5th Week

Final Cut Pro Tutorial on Editing

Edit Practice

EDITING QUIZ

6th Week

More edit practice

Assign music video project with handout

Work on music videos

7th Week

Go over news writing style

Introduce news script style

Watch newscasts

Quiz on News Scripts

News Segment Project Handout 

Hand in story ideas

Hand in scripts

8th Week

Work on news segments

Documentary Analysis

9th Week

News Segments due

Introduction to Creating a Rundown

Rundown Exercises

Watch and Critique Local newscasts

Assign rundown project

10th Week
Rundown project due

Introduction to directing

Directing exercise

Go over other careers in broadcasting

11th Week
Introduction to Media Ethics

Introduce media ethics exercise

Work on media ethics exercise

12th Week

Work on media ethics exercises

Ethics presentations

13th Week

Documentary Analysis Inside 9/11 or other appropriate film
Documentary Project Worksheet



14th Week

View documentary Spellbound or other appropriate film. Do analysis.

Introduce documentary project.

Work on documentaries

15th Week

Work on documentaries

Documentaries due
16th Week

Introduce investigative reporting

View All the President’s Men with discussion

Introduce investigative reporting exercise.

17th Week

Work on investigative stories

18th Week

Investigative stories due at end of week

Review course

TAKE MIDTERM

*Students will be required to shoot two sporting events per term.  Assignment and coverage of a sport will have to be coordinated with Sports Director, instructor and respective coaches.

***Instructor reserves the right to assign special projects to fit in with school events, holidays or other special assignments. (Example: Women’s history month project, Hispanic Heritage month, band competition, etc)

**Sunshine State Standards Covered in this Course

LA.A.2.4 Student gathers, analyzes and evaluates written information for a variety of purposes, including research projects, real-world tasks, and self-improvement.

LA.A.2.4 Student identifies devices of persuasion and methods of appeal and their effectiveness.

LA.A.2.2.4.6 Student selects and uses appropriate study and research skills and tools according to the type of information being gathered or organized.

LA.A.2.4.8 Synthesizes information from multiple sources to draw conclusions.
LA.A.B.1.4 The Student uses the writing process effectively.

LA.B.2.4 The student writes to communicate ideas and information effectively.

LA.C.1.4 The student uses listening strategies effectively.

LA.C.2.4 The student uses viewing strategies effectively.

LA.C.3.4 The student uses speaking strategies effectively.

LA.D.1.4 The student understands the nature of language.

LA.D.2.4 The student understands the power of language.

Rules for TV Production

-No eating or drinking in class

-Keep track of your folder and tapes.    

-Do not touch anyone else’s tapes or folders!

-All equipment should be checked out through the instructor.

All broken equipment must be reported to the instructor IMMEDIATELY!

-You are responsible for any equipment you break through negligence.

SIGN AND DETATCH THE BOTTOM PORTION OF THIS SHEET AND RETURN BY AUGUST 27th

Parents and Students: Please understand, this course requires EXTENSIVE work outside of class.  Working only within the class period will not gain you a good grade.  Also, ABSENCES WILL HARM YOUR GRADE.  Since so much work is performance-based, absences cannot be made up.
· SPECIAL NOTE: DURING EACH TERM, EACH STUDENT WILL BE EXPECTED TO SHOOT TWO EVENTS OUTSIDE THEIR NORMAL CLASSWORK.  THESE CAN BE ATHLETIC EVENTS, SHOOTING OTHER TEACHERS’ CLASSROOM PROJECTS OR  A SCHOOL ASSEMBLY OR EVENT.  THE EVENT MUST BE CLEARED WITH THE TV PRODUCTION INSTRUCTOR.
Period #_______
I have read and understand this syllabus.

Student Signature




Parent Signature

Print Student name




Print Parent name
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