Edgar Allan Poe – Author Study

Due Friday, November 18

Directions:  Complete all questions and activities neatly and completely on your own paper.  The completed packet will be collected for a grade on the assigned due date.

A.  Edgar Allan Poe’s life (Literature Book pp. 194-197) Attach 2-Column notes  (10 points)

1. What are his birth/death dates?

2. What happened to Edgar’s parents?  Who too over care for Edgar?

3. Explain what Edgar’s relationship with his foster mother and foster father was like.

4. Where did Edgar go to school?

5. Who are Maria and Virginia Clemm?  What is Edgar’s relationship with them?

6. Make a timeline of Edgar and Virginia’s life together.  Include at least 3 events.

7. When and how did Edgar die?

8. According to the timeline, what was the title of the poem that made Edgar famous?  What year was it published?

B.   Poetry – Sound Devices (Literature Book pp. 138-139) (5 points)

Copy notes from these two pages on the following terms:

1. Rhyme

2. Alliteration

3. Assonance

4. Personification

5. Simile

6. Metaphor

C.  “Annabel Lee” (pp. 199-200) / Letter to Mrs. Clemm (p. 205) (5 points)

1.  Based on Mrs. Clemm’s letter, how does Poe feel about the possibility of 

Virginia going to live with her uncle Neilson?  Use specific facts from the letter to support your answer.

2. How does the speaker in the poem “Annabel Lee” feel about Annabel Lee?

3. Some say “Annabel Lee” is really Virginia Clemm Poe.  Do you agree or disagree?  Support your answer with information from the text.

D.  “The Bells” - Discussion Questions (5 points)

1. What 4 types of bells are there?

2. What type of bell could you “hear” most clearly?  Explain your answer.

E.  “Annabel Lee” / “The Bells” – Sound Devices (10 points)


Complete the literary analysis skillbuilder included in this packet (P. 84 

printed on the bottom of the worksheet).

F.  Modeled poem based on either “Annabel Lee” or “The Bells” – selected parts only. 

     Instructions given in class.  (15 points)

