
The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet

Study Guide: Act I
Scene 1:

1. How does the street brawl begin?  Give specific details.

2. How is Benvolio characterized in this first scene? What about Tybalt? 

3. Read the Prince’s words carefully, lines 89-111.  What colors and imagery help the audience picture the violence of the street fights?  Be specific. 

4. What warning does the Prince give to both families? 

5. Read lines (145-150). What imagery is presented here?  Explain how Romeo’s actions help us understand his character? 

6. What is wrong with Romeo?  Quote a line (or a few lines) to support your answer.

7. What advice does Benvolio give Romeo?  Quote a line (or a few lines) for support.

Scene 2:

1. What is the outcome of the meeting with the Prince?  Is all settled between the families?

2. Why does Lord Capulet want Count Paris to woo his daughter before he will consent to their marriage?

3. Explain how Romeo and Benvolio (both Montagues) get invited the Capulet party.

4. Read lines 93-94 (Benvolio).  Interpret both lines.  What is he saying to Romeo?  Paraphrase both lines.

Scene 3:

1. Who seems to have the more loving relationship with Juliet in this scene, her Mother or her Nurse? Explain you response.

2. How does Juliet respond to the suggestion of marriage?

3. Describe the reaction of the nurse to the suggestion of Juliet’s marriage?

Scene 4: 

1. Read lines (11-16).  Which words (spoken by Romeo) are significant? In other words, which words help us understand his mood? Explain. 

2. Describe Mercutio.  What do his words to Romeo and the speech about Queen Mab reveal about his character? Sketch a picture of Queen Mab using his description. 

3. Read Romeo’s lines (114-121).  What effect does this passage have on the audience?  How does this relate to The Prologue? Which words, and/or phrases do you considerer most significant in this passage?  Explain.  

Scene 5: 

1. Explain Romeo’s reaction to Juliet upon first sight.  

2. How does Tybalt respond to Romeo’s presence? Be specific.

3. Why does Capulet reprimand Tybalt?

4. Read lines 98-101 carefully.  How does Tybalt respond to the reprimand? Is this reaction consistent with Tybalt’s actions thus far in the play?  Explain.  

5. Read lines 102-117.  Label the rhyme scheme.  What kind of poem have they formed through dialogue?

6. How do both Romeo and Juliet feel at the end of the scene?  Explain.
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Study Guide: Act II
Scene 1:

1. What problem is mentioned in lines 9-12 of “The Prologue” to Act 2?

2. Why does Romeo go back to the Capulet home?

3. How do Mercutio and Benvolio react to Romeo’s disappearance?

Scene 2: 

1. How does Romeo react when Juliet emerges from her window?

2. What comparison is made in lines 2-3?  (Hint: when is the sun in the east?)

3. What is the main idea of Juliet’s dialogue (lines 35-38 and 41-52)?

4. Explain why Juliet does not want Romeo to swear by the moon.

5. Why will Juliet send a messenger to Romeo the next day?

Scene 3: 

1. Why does Romeo go to see Friar Laurence?

2. How does Friar Laurence respond to Romeo's request?

3. Explain lines 70-86.

4. Paraphrase lines 73-74

5. Why does Friar Laurence consent to Romeo's request?  Provide a quote for support (which lines clearly state his idea)?

Scene 4: 

1. What are Benvolio and Mercutio discussing at the beginning of this scene?  

2. How is this conversation and Tybalt’s actions related to Act I?

3. What is the main idea of lines 166-175?

4. What is Romeo’s plan (see lines 184-187)?

Scene 5:  

1.  Juliet is waiting very impatiently for the nurse's return. Why does she become so irritated when the nurse does return?

Scene 6:  

1. What warning is given to Romeo in lines 9-16?

2. What happens at the end of the scene?
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Study Guide: Act III  

Scene 1:

1.  Tybalt is determined to fight, but Romeo refuses.  Why?

2. Why does Mercution get involved?  Providea quote to support your answer.

3. What happens to Mercutio?

4. What challenge does Romeo make to Tybalt in lines 129-136?

5. What is the decree given by the Prince at the end of the scene?

6. Explain how this scene serves as the climax or turning point of the drama. (Think of all that has happened between Romeo and Juliet so far.)

Scene 2:

1. How does Juliet react to the news about Tybalt and Romeo?  Quote some of the text to support your answer.

2. What does Nurse do for Juliet at the end of the scene?

Scene 3:

1. How does Romeo react to the news of his banishment?  Provide quotations to support your answer.

2. Abridge the long speech by Friar Lawrence (lines 125-142).  The original has 50 lines.  Cut lines and rewrite the speech in 10-15 lines.  What is the main idea?  

3. What effect does this speech have on Romeo?  Provide a quote for support.

Scene 4:

1.  What deal is made between Capulet and Paris at the beginning of this scene?  

2. How does Capulet describe Juliet’s mood?  Provide a quote for support.

Scene 5: 

1. Just as Romeo is about to descend the rope ladder and leave Juliet, what does Juliet say about the way Romeo looks? See lines 55-58. His response?

2. Why does Lady Capulet think Juliet is crying? What is the real reason?

3. What is Lady Capulet’s plan for Romeo?  See lines 98-104.

4. After Lady Capulet breaks the news about Paris, what is Juliet’s response? 

5. Describe/summarize the exchange between Capulet and Juliet.

6. If Juliet’s mother does not arrange to delay the marriage, what will Juliet do? Provide a quote for support.  

7. What is Lady Capulet’s reaction to Juliet’s threats? 

8. What is the nurse’s advice to Juliet? Provide a quote for support.  

9. How does Juliet’s attitude toward the nurse change because of this advice? 

10. What “scheme” does Juliet devise to get rid of the nurse and to get out of the house?

11. What is the meaning of Juliet’s last line (272)?
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Study Guide: Act IV and V

Act IV

Scene 1:

1. According to Paris, what is Capulet’s reason for wanting Juliet to marry so quickly?

2. Why is Friar Laurence reluctant to marry Paris to Juliet? Hint: what did he do in Act II?

3. To whom does Juliet refer (him) in line 29?

4. If Friar Laurence cannot help her, what does Juliet threaten to do (lines 74-75)?

5. Why does Friar Laurence think that Juliet will accept his plan?

6. Describe Friar’s plan for Juliet.

Scene 2:

1. What does Juliet say that makes her father happy? Provide quotes for support.

2. How does Capulet change the wedding plans?  

3. How does this interfere with the plan?

Scene 3:

1. How does Juliet show her maturity and independence in this scene?

2. If the potion does not work, what will Juliet do?

3. What are some of the fears Juliet has about the potion? Provide quotes for support.  

Scene 4:  What is happening in this brief scene?

Scene 5:

1. What does Friar Laurence say to comfort the Capulet family?

2. How have the festival plans changed?  Lines 94-100.

Act V

Scene 1:

1. What news does Balthasar bring Romeo?

2. What does Romeo mean when he says, “Then I defy you, stars!”?

3. What does Romeo want from the Apothecary?  Why? Provide a quote.

Scene 2:

1. What does Friar John tell Friar Laurence?

2. After hearing this news from Friar John, what does Friar Laurence intend to do?

Scene 3:

1. Why is Paris at Juliet’s tomb?

2. What are the two reasons Romeo gives for entering the Capulet’s tomb? Lines 28-32.

3. Explain the fight between Romeo and Paris.  Why and what happens?

4. What is it about Juliet that should have told Romeo that she was not dead?

5. Why is Friar Laurence anxious to leave soon after Juliet awakens?

6. Why does Juliet kiss Romeo after he is dead?

7. When Montague first arrives on the scene, what does he tell those gathered?

8. What information does Romeo’s letter give?

9. How do Montague and Capulet plan to honor the memories of their children?

10. Why does the sun hide his head (see Prince’s speech)?

