Ideas for 2nd Grade Writing Workshop Mini-Lessons
(Lessons are developed and taught according to the needs of the students.  Lessons coordinate with the Florida Sunshine State Standards and Florida Writes! rubric.)

Resource books noted:

· Writing Mini-Lessons for 2nd Grade (2ML) – Hall, Cunningham, & Smith
· Primary Pizzazz Writing (PPW) – Melissa Forney

· Primary Writers’ Workshop (PWW) – 

· Craft Lessons (CL) – Ralph Fletcher

· Books noted in red are a literature connections and should be read prior to the mini-lesson
General Procedures (Taught the first few weeks of school)

· Rules of Writing Workshop (created with kids) *Listen Buddy!
· How Writing Workshop looks like/sounds like (make chart together & post all year)
· Writing is telling about something on paper (2ML pg. 20)
· Using the writers’ notebook *A House for Hermit Crab by Eric Carle
· I can keep a writer’s notebook (PPW pg. 92-99) *Flip’s Fantastic Journal by Angelo DeCesare
· What to do if your WW materials run out (paper, pens, sticky notes, etc.)
· Where to put your story when WW is over (work in progress)
· Where to put a writing piece that is complete

· What to do when you are “done” writing but WW is not
· How to handle noisy neighbors - *Noisy Neighbors by Nicola Moon
· Writing conferences – what a conference looks like and sounds like
· Signing up for a conference

· What to do while you wait for your conference

· How to help yourself when your teacher cannot help you (writing buddies)
· Status of the class/using our writing process board
What to do about spelling an unknown word

· What to do about spelling an unknown word (2ML pg. 22-23)

· Spell it how you think and move on.  Circle the word you don’t know how to spell.
· Stretching out the words to spell (2ML pg. 23 and 37)

· Spelling a word wall word (2ML pg. 22)
· Using the room to spell words (2ML pg. 23)
· Using a dictionary to spell a word

· Ask 3 before you ask me!
Choosing writing topics

· Generating a topics list (2ML pg. 18)

· Using an “I’m an Expert” sheet (2ML pg. 19)

· Narrowing the Expert topics (2ML pg. 19)
· Writers write about things that are near and dear to their hearts *Treasures of the Heart by Alice Ann Miller or All the Places to Love by Patricia McLachlan
· Developing an individual topic list (2ML pg. 19)
· Find the stories in your own life (2ML pg. 21)
· Using ideas from books read aloud (2ML pg. 21)
Writing complete sentences
· What is a complete sentence? (examples/non-examples)
· Writing a good sentence (2ML pg. 14-15)

· Expanding a sentence with questions (2ML pg. 16-17)

· Writing a super sentence

· Complete sentences have ‘who’ and ‘what’ parts (PPW pg. 67-70)

· Combining sentences to make one sentence
The Steps of the Writing Process
· What is the writing process? (Introduce the writing process timeline.)
· Writing is like making a pizza (overhead)
· Writing is like baking a cake

· Model a narrative piece (lightning bug story) *Lightning in a Jar OR Fireflies

Pre-writing (make an anchor chart together and post in room all year long)
**Taught most effectively through teacher modeling

· Model how to write using the think aloud method (2ML pg. 12-13)

· Drite:  Drawing a picture to help with writing (1ML pg. ? ) and (PPW pg. 60-63)
· Using a storyboard to write (6 boxes appropriate for 2nd grade) (PPW pg. 63)

· Using a GO Chart to get started:  Story web, Four Squares, Story Map
Drafting/Organization (make an anchor chart together and post in room all year long)
**Taught most effectively through teacher modeling

· Your draft does not have to be perfect/sloppy copy
· Using your blue pen to draft
· Choosing a title for your story (2ML pg. 38-39)

· Start with a topic sentence (top bun)

· Write a satisfying paragraph/hamburger story (use pocket chart)
· Make pretend hamburgers (PPW pg. 175)

· Staying on topic (2ML pg. 54-55)
· Writing a paragraph (PPW pg. 174-176)

· All stories have a beginning, middle, and end (2ML pg. 46-47)

· Writing a narrative:  character, setting, problem, solution, story events

· Adding transition words

· Adding on to a piece of writing (2ML pg. 26-27)

· Writing to a prompt
Revising (make an anchor chart together and post in room)
**Taught most effectively through teacher modeling

· Revising is making your writing better and more interesting!!
· The importance of reading your writing out loud 

· Using your red pen to revise

· Model revision using think-alouds (2ML pg. 68) 

Revising by finding a better word(s)
· Using a revising checklist:  Finding a better word (2ML pg. 42)

· Finding a better word for an overused word (2ML pg. 43)

· “Said is dead”
· Putting “tired” words to bed
· Sizzling words (PPW pg. 114-115)
· Sparkle/jewel words (Melissa Fornay)
· Strong, vivid verbs (PPW pg. 117-119) and (2ML pg. 65)
· Using a thesaurus to find a better word
· Using our word collector (The Café Book)

· Make a list of Fancy Nancy words *All Fancy Nancy books are appropriate read alouds
· Finding a better word for an overused word (2ML pg. 43)

· Onomatopoeia

· Using figurative language: similes  *Owl Moon
· Super similes song/poem (PPW pg. 123)
Revising by describing
· I can describe (PPW pg. 100-110)
· Using our 5 senses (PPW pg. 152-156) *Twister by Darlene Bailey Beard
· Describing what you mean by ‘nice’ (2ML pg. 43)

· Describing what you mean by ‘good’ (2ML pg. 43)

· Awesome Adjectives 
Revising by adding more details
· Adding to revising checklist:  Adding more/Tell me more (2ML pg. 69)
· I can add more to my writing to make it better (PPW pg. 130-134)
· Monster Details poem (PPW pg. 110)

· Insta-snow details (PPW pg. 36)

· Asking questions to add details/5Ws (writing buddies)
· Using a caret (^) to add a word or words
· Using our 5 senses (PPW pg. 152-156) *Twister by Darlene Bailey Beard
Other Revision Lessons

· Ending “I Love” stories (2ML pg. 43)

· Cutting words/sentences-draw a line through it (CL)
· Using a caret (^) to insert a better word or sentence

Editing

**Taught most effectively by teacher modeling and group edits (2ML pg. 33)
· Editing makes our writing correct!

· The importance of reading your writing out loud to catch your mistakes
· Punctuation Calypso song (PPW pg. 82)
· Starting an editor’s checklist:  my sentences make sense (2ML pg. 30-31)

· Using a variety of ‘doesn’t make sense’ errors in your writing (2ML pg. 31)
· Writing and letting a student by your editor (2ML pg. 33)

· Adding to checklist:  beginning capitals (2ML pg. 32-33)

· Adding to checklist:  correct punctuation (2ML pg. 34-35)

· Adding to checklist:  circle misspelled words (2ML pg. 36-37)

· Using a dictionary for correct spelling

· Adding to checklist/capitals for special names and places (2ML pg. 40-41)
· Peer Editing/using a peer editing checklist (2ML pg. 56-57)

· Peer Editing:  2 Stars and 1 Wish

· Taking your writing to an editing expert
Publishing/Sharing

· How to publish a writing piece
· Deciding which writing piece to publish (not all stories get published) (2ML pg. 44)

· Using and taking care of materials in the publishing center

· Different ways to publish (bare books, computer)

· Publishing on the computer (PPW pg. 204-206)

· Using student writing as a model – find real books written by real kids!

· Illustrating pages in the bare book

· Writing a dedication page (why and how) – share examples from real books
· About the Author page (why and how) – share examples from real books

· Sharing procedures (partner share, circle share, author’s chair share)

· Invitation share for those who used what was taught in the mini-lesson
· Author’s Chair/Role of the author (2ML pg. 24-25)
· Role of the listener:  2 Stars and 1 Wish

· Role of the listener:  Making a list of ‘nice’ comments to give an author (2ML pg. 25)
· Role of the listener:  Making a list of questions to ask an author (2ML pg. 25)

Problems Kids Encounter when writing
Choosing a Topic

· What to do when you are stuck (2ML pg. 52-53) and (2ML pg. 71)
· Writer’s Block song (PPW pg. 135)

· Spin a story

· Story cubes

· Getting an idea from a book
Organization
· Moving beyond the list and love stories (CL)

· Ending “I Love…” stories (2ML pg. 43)

· Staying on topic

· Writing a topic sentence
Other Craft Lessons:  

· Hooking your reader/strong leads – use mentor texts to teach this

· Ending your story like your beginning

· Ending your story with a question

· Surprise endings – use mentor texts to teach this *Charlie Anderson by Barbara Abercrombie
· Using the same ending is like painting with green all the time *The Crayon Box that Talked
