 [image: image1.wmf]
Information about Writer’s Workshop

(For the Beginner…)

Benefits of Writer’s Workshop:

· Increased Self-Esteem

· Phonemic Awareness

· Increased Fluency in reading and writing

· Opportunities for development of oral and written language conventions for ESL

· Samples for authentic assessment

· Writers work at their own pace

· Writers write about what is important to them!  This is the heart of a writing workshop. 

Organization and Structure of Writer’s Workshop:

· Mini-lesson area  (rug)

· Peer Conferencing Area (corners)

· Materials area for publishing

· Folder storage area

· Whole-class sharing area (rug)

Schedule for Writer’s Workshop:

· Mini-lesson:  5-10 minutes (rules, procedures, modeling, writing process, 6 traits, etc.)

· Writing and Conferencing:  30-40 minutes (peer & teacher conferences)

· Group Share:  5-10 minutes (2-3 children may share OR all children share work in pairs)

Materials Needed for Publishing/Writing

· blank books (pre-made in variety of shapes & sizes)

· stamp pads, rubber date stamp

· rubber stamps for different parts of writing process

· writing folders/binders

· tag board for book covers

· book-binding machine

· metal rings

· hole punch

· colored pencils (illustrations)

· markers (illustrations)

· computer and printer

Writing Mini-Lessons for the Beginning of School

*Many of these lessons will deal with procedural issues for the first few weeks of school*

Mini-Lesson #1:  Introduce writer’s workshop

· Discuss what an author is; discuss what writer’s workshop is

· Discuss rules of WWS and post in classroom:

Speak in quiet voices

Use quiet feet when walking

Conference only in peer conference corners

Work really hard and use your time wisely!

Put everything away properly.

Mini-Lesson #2:  Explain all materials used for WWS

· Demonstrate where they are to be found, how they are to be used and cared for
Mini-Lesson #3:  Introduce writer’s notebooks

· Show the notebooks and explain everything inside of them

· Show where they are to be stored and how they should be cared for

Mini-Lesson #4:  How writing workshop looks and sounds

· Makes charts together as a class & keep posted in the classroom 

· Looks Like:

Writers are all at different parts of the writing process

Some writers working at their desks

Teacher conferencing with child

Some children publishing their best work

Some writers conferencing in the peer corners

Some writers illustrating their published pieces


Some writers looking for a new idea to write about
· Sounds Like:

Student writers silently writing

Teacher and child using quiet voices during conferences

Children using quiet voices during peer conferences

Children using soft hands to type on the computer

Children using soft feet to move from place to place

Mini-Lesson #5:  Things to write about

· May want to develop a chart/list with your class called a “Hot Topics” and post this in the classroom.  This list can also be put inside the students’ writing binders/folders.

· Add to the list throughout the year to cover specific content area material, discuss current events, take field trips, hear guest speakers and make discoveries.  

· May want to add rebus pictures to the chart

· Some examples are:

Birthdays


Animals

Family
Summer Vacation

Pets


Seasons

Food
Special Places

Planting seeds
Friends

Sports

Mini-Lesson #6 – 10: Teach the writing process (may need more time to teach this part)

· Model each step of the writing process in front of the children to show them what each part looks like.   Use the same writing idea for each part to show the students the “process”. 

· Take your own story from prewriting all the way to publishing
· Prewriting – “I can think.” – planning, brainstorming through the use of mind maps, writing web

· Rough draft (sloppy copy) – “I can write”.  – show children how to write a first rough based on the above prewriting 
· Revising – “I can share and make my writing better.” – Conference with peer in special peer corners.  See revising checklist for more details on this process.
· Editing – “I can use my editing checklist.” – Students should sign up for a teacher conference during this part.  See editing checklist for more details.
· Publishing – “I can select my best work.”  Share a complete book
Other Ideas for Mini-Lessons:

· Peer Conference (revising) – What it is and steps for conferencing:  Teach the “TAG” Method: Tell 1 thing you like about the story, Ask 1 question, Give one suggestion

1. Read and Listen

2. Compliment author 

3. Question & Suggestion (“W” questions written on sticky notes – who, what, when, where, why questions), student then makes their writing better by answering those “W” questions & adding more details to the writing in red revising pen

· Teacher Conference (editing) – What it is and what will happen; use of transparent film to place over sloppy copy & colorful markers (red marker for editing) to allow first draft to remain intact; or just use red pens directly on the sloppy copy

· Publishing a best work – selection of a BEST piece – remember it is impossible to publish all writing

· Whole-class sharing session – What it looks like; teacher should ALWAYS be the first person to offer feedback to the sharer; children will follow the lead; sharer may call on 3 people to compliment; encourage them to tell the author one specific thing they liked about the writing; model how to make suggestions later 
