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September 2011
Dear Families,


We are off and running! Thanks for all you have done to help launch the school year smoothly. The students seem to be adjusting to the schedule and adapting well to my classroom procedures.  They are a wonderful group of learners!


Just to clarify….

· Folders should be returned the day after they are sent home. 
· The website will be your BEST friend. Please get in the habit of visiting it daily.  http://teacherweb.com/FL/TalbotElementary/Geiger/ 
CURRICULUM MATTERS:
Overall, the students are doing a great job completing nightly reading logs! You will be receiving weekly reports about their averages for the week. The students are aware that ALL sections of the log must be completed and brought to class in order to receive credit. They also know that it is THEIR job to get a grown-up signature on the log. If they happen to forget their planners at school, they may certainly record their reading on a separate sheet and have you sign it. The point is to establish the nightly reading habit.
As you will soon learn, the weekly vocabulary words are rather challenging. I suggest that the students study them for a few minutes each night to prepare for the weekly quiz on Friday. A new list will come home in the blue folders each week and will be tested on the following Friday. On weeks that there are no new words, there will be a note on the website indicating this. Students should KEEP old lists and review them frequently. In addition to the weekly tests, there are cumulative tests which may include any of the words covered so far.
We will soon working on a three-step approach to reading any text. This involves activating Background knowledge, applying Active reading strategies, and using Metacognition to think about our own comprehension (BAM!). We will be applying this process to lots of non-fiction. Hopefully your child will share his/her learning with you. We will also be working on skills such as making connections, visualizing, summarizing, and comparing/contrasting. I am pleased with the way they have engaged in the class. Things will begin to increase in difficulty now that we have gotten some of the “basics” under our belts. Because most of them are accustomed to reading being easy, this may be a bit disconcerting at first. With encouragement and support, they will rise to the challenge, however. I am always amazed at what they are capable of when given the opportunity to “stretch.” 

THANKS!!!

I appreciate all the classroom donations! Thanks for being kind and generous. If you did not get to donate something and are just itching to do so, please visit the WISH LIST icon on the website. 
FIRST PROJECT DUE 9/13…
PLEASE NOTE: Each month the newsletter will be posted on the class website and I will place a reminder to read it in the banner that scrolls across the front page. We are working toward becoming “greener,” and conserving paper is one attempt; therefore I will not send home paper copies of newsletters this year. If you MUST have a paper newsletter for some reason, please let me know. 
Hopefully by now you have had an opportunity to read the August “Geiger Gazette” with the addendum on classroom procedures. Please contact me if you have any concerns or questions. I am enjoying getting to know your charming children!  ♥ Mrs. Geiger
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