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Dear Families,

As we enter the Holiday Season, I wish all of you joy, peace, and REST!
 I know things get hectic during this time of year. It is important that we work together to try to maintain routines and procedures as closely as possible. The children (and I!) rely on this consistency in order to keep things flowing smoothly and maximize learning time.
CURRICULUM:
You may have noticed that I have “turned up the heat” a bit in the types of thinking and tasks the students are being asked to complete. The purpose is not to frustrate them (or their parents (). I do want to stretch them, though, and they are quite capable of deep, complex thinking. Eventually, the goal is to have them be able to transfer this deep thinking into clear, insightful writing. We are making progress! I have already seen great growth, and I expect it to continue with practice. While the grades at progress report time may be somewhat lower than what you are accustomed to, please do not panic. The students are working above grade level; it would be unreasonable to expect that they would ace every assignment. In fact, if they were acing everything, I would know that I was not challenging them enough! Thank you for trusting me through these “growing pains.”

I regretted not having my camera to take a picture of my overflowing car as I filled it with “Fill a Bag for the Troops” donations. Thank you for the generosity and “spirit of giving” you demonstrated during this project. Many students are also engaged in fundraising for our annual Heifer International drive. I have heard rumors of dogwalking, lemonade stands, and yardwork. I am pleased that the students are thinking about what they can give at a time of the year when so many are focused on what they can get.
Before the holiday break we will be doing a mini-unit on early U.S. history to lay some groundwork for our continued study of Florida’s statehood, the birth & expansion of the country, etc.
REMINDER: It is REALLY important that blue folders are returned on the next school day after they are sent home. I am continually placing information and returned work into folders, and when I do not have a folder, it becomes more likely that something will get misplaced or buried. I appreciate your help with this procedure.

MAKE IT A HABIT… to visit our class website daily. I try to update it each afternoon. 
NEXT CUMULATIVE VOCABULARY TEST: 12/13/11!!!
CONGRATULATIONS to all the BOOK-It! Achievers! To earn a Book-It, students have to earn 100% on each Weekly Reading Report within the month. Remember, when nightly reading happens, pizzas are earned automatically! (
I wish all of you a joyous Holiday Season! During this time of reflection, I realize how blessed I am to work with such wonderful children. Thank you for entrusting them to my care.








Sincerely, Dr. Geiger
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